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This publication is a compilation of several thousand
field cards and notes collected since 1929. These records
provide a reasonable estimate of arrival and departure
dates of transients, seasonal residents and visitors, in
addition to a historical record of occasional and accidental
sightings. The population density graphing of each species
also provides the reader with the degree of expectation of
sighting a species in any given season of the year.

Only the records for Shelby County, Tennessee are
used. Although much of Shelby County's forests and
farmlands have yielded to urban growth and
industrialization, there still remains a broad biological
diversity in river bottoms, wetlands, open ponds, mature
forests, meadows, and farmlands. In Shelby County there
are several large parks including Meeman Shelby Forest
State Park, T.O. Fuller State Park, Overton Park, Martin
Luther King Jr. Park, Shelby Farms, and a state-owned
tract, Eagle Lake Wildlife Management Area. In addition,
there are numerous small city parks and recreational
areas.

The Seasonal Occurrences of Shelby County.
Tennessee Birds is not intended to indicate trends in other
counties. Variance in species and population densities
among West Tennessee counties occurs as a consequence
of each county's location and offering habitat in the
Mississippi Flyway. For example, one county may be
primarily farmland, another with mixed grassland and
forest, yet another county may contain a wildlife refuge. In
addition, possible sightings in rural or isolated areas are
contingent on the number of experienced observers and
the frequency and consistency of their observations made
during periods of migration and breeding.
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Population densities of birds regularly sighted in
Shelby County are divided into three categories: common,
fairly common, and uncommon. Unusual sightings are
divided into three categories: occasional, rare, and
accidental.

Common refers to species usually occurring in
concentrations of ten or more in their expected ranges.
Generally, large numbers of common species will be seen
depending on the season and habitat. Common Grackle,
Red-winged Blackbird, Northern Cardinal and American
Robin are examples of common species.

Species rated as fairly common are likely to be seen
with some degree of regularity in their proper habitat and
season. The concentrations will typically be less than
those recorded as common, however, observers should not
have much difficulty locating species classified as fairly
common. For example, species such as the Great Blue
Heron, Red-headed Woodpecker, Northern Parula Warbler,
and Savannah Sparrow are seen with regularity, but they
are not seen in great numbers during their anticipated
season.

Populations rated as uncommon are unpredictable in
number, and individuals are seen rather infrequently from
year to year. Species that occur naturally in sparse
numbers, like the Red-shouldered Hawk or populations
similar to Pine Siskin that are historically erratic, fall into
this category.

Occasional sightings are outside seasonal
occurrences such as extremely early or very late
departure dates for transients or seasonal residents.
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Frequency of OccurrenceRare sightings occur only once a year, or possibly
once every two or three years for species still within their
expected range. Examples of rare sightings are the Bald
Eagle, Cape May Warbler, and Western Meadowlark .

Accidental refers to sightings of species occurring
outside their expected ranges. In the following tables,
accidental sightings are denoted by open circles with a
notation of the actual month and day they were recorded.
These notations indicate only the occurrence of a species
sometime within the sixty-nine year period. Multiple
accidental sightings may have occurred for some species
such as the Eared Grebe, Glossy Ibis, Northern Goshawk,
Saw-whet Owl, and the Snow Bunting. Again, these

sightings may have occurred in different years, but the
reader will have a record of the time of year the sightings
were made.

It is possible for a population density to shift from
one designation to another during the year. This variation
should facilitate a better understanding of the fluctuations
of bird populations during the year and among the species
sighted in Shelby County since 1928.

••••• Common

1111I1111I11I111I11I11I1Fairly
Common

I!llll:a=llll:a=llll:a=llll:a=llll:a=lli l:a=ll11m I I I Uncommon

~Rare

• Occasional

Seen every day in proper habitat.
Numbers may vary from 10 to 100
or more when in flocks during
certain seasons.

Seen almost every day in proper
habitat. Numbers of individuals
will usually be less than 10.

Seen infrequently and may be in
unpredictable numbers.

Seen once a year or once every
few years.

Sightings outside seasonal
occurrence or single sighting.

No attempt was made to indicate possible declines or
increases in populations over the period of coverage as
year to year fluctuations in numbers were not recorded.
Information obtained from breeding bird surveys indicate
that bird populations can change from one year to another.
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o Accidental Sighting outside normal range.

Date Seen This column is provided to record
the date of a sighting or to serve
as a field check list.
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