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BIRD BOOKS 
W e  have in our etore, or can obtain for you on short notice, 

these books on Bird Life. 

Pocket Na ?P ure Guides 
These are the accepted pocket uides for uw on 0Qd trips. Size 3%x5% 

inches, profusely illustrate% in colars. Each $125. 
Land Birda East of the Rockies. By t7hest.w A Reed. 
Water and Game Birds. By Chelster A. Reed 
wild Flowera E a ~ t  of the Rockies. By e t e r  A. ,Reed. 
Butterfly Gulde. By Dr. W. J. Holland. .. 
Tree Guide. By Julia Ellen Rogers. 

A FIELD GUIDE TO TEE BIRDS. By Roger T p y  Peterson. Your 
library is not complete without khi~ new book. Capiously  ill^^- 
tratd in wash and color. The greateat aid for identifica~on ....... $?76 

AMERICAN BIRD BIOGRAPHIES. By Dr. A. A. Allm of Cornell 
University. Beautiful mlor plates, drawings and photos. Rataa 
by Gwrge Y. Sutton. Describes best known birds. 225 page&..@@ 

TRAVELING WITH THE BIRDS. By Pudyard Boulton. 
graphed illustrations by W. A. Webor. A book on bird mi&% 
Very interesting and ingtructive .................................................-.wOO 

TENNESSEE AVIFAUNA. By Albert P. Ganier. A digtributional 
list of the birds of Tennessee showing how, when + mhm 
they are found in the State .................................... : . .....,...................... 4 

Handbook of Birds of Eastern North America. ,@+'@. N. &p 
man. Well illustrated in colors. 680 pages ............... .,,, .,.- h..-----$5t00 

The Book of Bird Life. By A. A. Allen, Ph.D., CorneJ, $niveriaitP. 
A wealth of information, profusely illuatr~te&,,~+. .,.......:....-..-.. .* _ 4 W 6  

What Bird 11 That? By F. M. Chapman. Showing all of our com- 
mon birds. Illustrated in colors .................................. .+IS0 

The Practical Value of Bir&. By Juniue Henderson. The best book 
on the food habits of birds ................................... ... ..............+..-.... $2.60 

Bird Neighbors. B Ne!tje Blanchan. All about those b i d s  that 
are moat worth Linowmg. Illustrated .................................................. $1.00 

HOW to Make Frienda With Birds. By Neil Morrow Ladd. Giving 
many methods of attracting bide ........................................................ $1.60 

Birds of the South. By Charloth B. Green. Permanent and win- 
ter birdrr of gardens, fielh, m d  woods. Illustrated ........................ $1.60 

Stay-at-Home Birds. B Mae Norton Morris. A charming book 
for the children. We f 1 illustrated ........................................ ........... -$l.SO 

All bird lovers are cordially invited to visit our store, or wnlts to us 
for information on bookrs about birds, nature, gardening and oubof-doors. 

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 
8.10 -way Nashville, Tenn. T&q 1 4"1.1 Td. 62641 
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HISTORY OF THE TENNESSEE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
BY A. F. GANIER, G. R. MAYFIELD, D ~ X O N  R'IERRLTT AND A. C. WEBE 

Twenty years ag,o, October 7, 1915, five Nashville "bird-men" gathered one 
evening at Faucon's French Restaurant and launched the T. 0, S. It all 
transpired somewhat as follows, if our  respective memories have not failed us. 

Merritt, then Editor of Ths Morning Tennsssenn, had been running a se- 
ries of brief sketches on birds, entitled "Tales of a Tenter", and after a few 
of these had appeared, Ganier, a life-long bird student, called on him and 
made his acquaintal~ce. It developed during the conversation that  each knew 
of others who were interested. There was hlayfield of Vnnderbilt University 
whose interest had begun at Atlanta, Webb who had written a little book on 
bird8 used as a supplemental reader in the schools, and Judge H. Y.  Hughes 
of the Court of Appeals who had formed an excellent library of bird books. 
Another visit followed the first and it was then agreed that all should know 
each other ,  that a meeting should be held and perhaps a club organized for 
mutual pleasure and benefit. So, the meeting was arranged and, with dinner 
over and personal experiences exchanged, the  matte^ o f  form in^: an organiza- 
tion was broached and at once decided upon. A committee was appointed to 
prepare a constitution and by-laws while the others agreed to look up any 
available literature on Tennessee birds. The group adjourned to meet to- 
gether two weeks later, at the Tulane Hotel parlors, for formal organization. 
At that meeting Webb was eIected president, Hughes was made vice-president. 
Ganier curator and Merritt secretary-treasurer. A sixth member was added 
in the person of Dr. George M. Curt is  of the Vanderbilt School of Medicine. 

Those who had volunteered to find hooks or lists of Tennessee birds found 
that there was practically nothing avnllable and tbat the State offered prac- 
tically a virgin field for ornithologists. It was therefore apparent that the 
first task of the Society, and a most interesting one, would be to form a com- 
prehensive list of the birds of Tennessee. At the meetings which followed, a 
hypothetical list which had been prepared was checked of f ,  from the literature 
and from past observations o f  the members, while the balance were left to be 
discovered during the course o f  future field work. In this way, the list of the 
birds of Tennessee grew from 218 in 1915 t o  more than 300 at  the present 
time. 

The group, or as many of them as possible, met together for field work 
each Saturday afternoon. Some favorite trips were, into the waste lands be- 
yond the B'elmont car line, the Wcbb farm, or from Glendale, through the 
Overton Hills to Radnor Lake. Meetings were usually held at the downtown 
office of the president during the winter b u t  later it became a pleasant custom 
for the Society t o  convene at the homes o f  the members who were prepared to 
receive them. S o  intent were the five members on their work of h d i n g  the 
birds that little thought was given to finding new members and it was not 
until the following year that any new members were added. During 
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that year, Xessrs. Dan R. Gray, Harry S. Vaughn, Jesse M. Shaver 
of our present mamhrship were elected. At the beginning there was n cum- 
mon understanding that memtership was to be reserved for the sterner sex, 
b - ~ t  when some of the membrs began to bring cr invite their interested lady 
friends to  meetings, there was finally a partial capituIatjon and they were 
admitted as Associate Meintere, which cIassiRcation did not carry with i t  the 
privilege cf voting.. Needless to say they "proved their meta." and were scan 
advanced to full membership. Among our present me1i:ters those who came 
in dcring 1916 were Mrs. Wm. F. 3hrgan of Calnmbia and Miss Lillie HasIock 
who became Mrs. Mayfi~ld in 1920. 0i-1 our present roster, those who j o in4  
at an ertriy dhte WBIE R. A. Wilscn 1917, H. C. Monk 1919, Xrs. A, Loveman 
1920, Xrs. Sandford Dlincan 1821, Dr. 3. 33. P'rlillips 1921, J. A. %bins 1921, 
Vernon Sharp 1921 and Kiss Aims Xzl1inge.e~ 1922. Dr. R. >:. Strtir-g, one 
o f  those who founded the Wi!s;n GOmitho!oglea; Cluh in 1888, was stationed 
at Xashville from 1916 t o  1918 and was CZB of our v s i ~ e d  members duritg 
that, time. 

Ta realize i t s  ambitious prcgram cf listing the birds of Tennessee, it, be- 
came evident at an early date that  expeditions mnst Ce carrid olrt t~ the 
varioxs corners af the State where variatic:.~ might he agected. YAe .".:-st 
of t k ~ s e  was to R~elfoot Lake where during three days, at Thankspiving, 1915, 
Garbier, Mayfield, Webb er.d a hnnkr  friend, J. D. Blankenship, listed 59 
specias c l  birds ar-d made up a study collection of 35 tird skins. An acconnt 
of tkis trip appeared in The Wilson Bulletin for March, 1916. This was f01- 
lowed each year thereafter Ey one cr mcre cf such exploratory trips until at 
t h ~  p s e n t  time, most cf the 95 cm~nties in the State have been searched 
more or iess fiet;r;er.t:y by one or mare of our mecbers.  

m 
-1.0 i2i:ial lis:, prepared during the first autumn was steadily adder! to 

and by 1917 suficien'i data hhd been acccmulated ta justify getting wt a 
p r i n t ~ d  i t ~ t  for the w e  of :ha puSIic. The Curatcr was delegated :he task 
a~ti w;:h the dr,z;:ciai assistacce of the Stste Dzpertmex: cf Fish and Gaine, 
"A Preiixisary S s t  of t h e  Sirds of Tennessee" came o b  the press in 1917. 
In :he 32-page pamphlet, there ware Iis:ed 270 species anG sub-species o f  birds, 
their stetus 5eing shown separately fcr each West, Middle and East Tennes- 
see. Ia Januery, 1933, the same author completely rewrote the 1911 list, add- 
ing t o  it all new infoma:ion avai!able afia it epp~arad as Tennessee Avifacna 
NG. I, "A Distrikutiona! List cf t k e  Pirds cf T ~ ~ R E S S Z Z " .  In this 64-page 
parr:phlet the  State list was brszght cp t o  302 fcrms, the stat-s of each being 
3ressr.€S for eacn o? ths t!lrse regions above mer,ticned. As ~ v i d ~ n c e  of coii- 
tinilzd activiiy i4 may here Ee ~nentioned that :early n dczzn anew species have 
been adied sixce the 1033 list appeared. 

By 193C i: became evident tiat, if t h e  work of the Society was tc be me& 
state-wide ir? its full~st sense, there must be an oZeia! organ t o  5iztd ihc 
msmbelsship together. The Migrant thereupon made its appearance, George 
E. WcoJring being chosen f o r  editor with the assistance of  Miss Vera Kaasby 
zed as advisory committee. Dl;e t:, lack cf funds the *st issues were mimeo- 
grapbcd a x d  when in 1931, it was hund possible to  print it, the  numbers 
cons:e:eS of o ~ l y  ~ignt  pages snd cover. After five volumes had been ccm- 
r;Ia:~d Mr. RT~odrirrg passed the work over to the p r e s e ~ t  edibr who had been 
assiscifig in tha casecity of Associate Editor. Ths Migrant is pcLishad wlth- 
c;it the aid of any sn'csidias whatever, being entirely susiained by the small 
fess peid by membeys and ~ ~ E ~ c r i b ~ i ' s .  A t  t h e  present time our little joilrnal 
;.epresen:s tEe Sacie~y's r-lost tc::gihle accomp!ishm~nt, its contents being made 
possib:e by t he  hearty co-operation of its maily contrflsutors. 

A p ro jec t  which the Scciety is looking forward t9 is the preparation of a 
comprehensive book on the b i ~ d s  of the State. Z t  expects to sponsor nothing 
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lees than a. thoronghly accurate, fu1:y illustrated volume such as has beem 
bmcght ozt ir, N~ssackcsetts, :iTinr~sste, Florida acd Kew Mexico. S-fficimt 
data concerning the rarer specks of birds bas not as yet been gathered and 
financial backing has nnt been available. Keanwhile, the Society is confident 
that  such a wozk can t a  br~ughi GL: in the not far distant future sad in the 
interval its members are E~11Zing u? a liferatme in the columns of T h  MI- 
gp.mt and other journa!~. A r:znbe- of our  mexbars are prcficiezt phtogra- 
phers m d  are m ~ k h g  phctomapkic ccl!ectiors of wild birds, their nests and 
eggs. Arrangements are being. mast for Zh.z reproduction of some of their 
work. 

The keepi?g of written notes by members has always been stressed. Yn 
1916, small (3x5) printed card lists .cf bkds w c e  made available t o  rnknbsra 
and these kava gmved very poaular for Iisting s?ecies seen during a day or 
hip.  These are fled by month e ~ d  year a?.d may he filed along with plain cards 
on which are written more complete observations. Same members also use 
notebeoks. In the bird-bending method of study, the keeping of full written 
records is quite necessary, The inte~esting bandiag contribution6 that have 
been made by Mrs. Laskey, for examp!e, wonld not have been possible without 
proner records. 

Tha vdue of adequate reference books on the subject of omitho1ogy has 
been stressed and as a rssx!t, 2x335 ~f oxr members are building up working 
libraries or. the  subject. There zre tnt few worth while books on birds which 
are not available somewhere in Tennessee. Amore other rarities in the State 
are six sets of A u ~ x ~ o T ? ' ~  "Birds 3f -4xerica". The Editor9# library of orni- 
tholoqial bceks and poricdica!~ is perhaps the most complete in the South at 
the present time. 

In the fall of 1923. bird students at K~oxvi!~e, under the leadershin of 
Harry P. Ijams, formed a local chaptee cf tke T. 0. S. a3d have met ramlarly 
since that ti?r.e far werina. rnz~t ings  or Epl? exctrrsior.~. In 1929, shortly after 
Ben B. Ccffey took -p his re~idecce ir! Memshis, he or~znized a chapter in 
that city and m e h  worth wbIle work has b e ~ n  done there as a result. The 
parent chapter at Nrtshville he; r e t  rem!arlv every two weeks since the 
beginning, exc~pt dzrhg the sxmmer ~ ~ c n t h s .  Spring a d  Fall Field Days are 
held each year near Nashville a ~ d  a s  xsua!!v attended b mmbarr from a 
dfetanee. Locd chapters also have their Srring m d  FnlI Field Davs. One 
of the most valuable concerted edorts of the Sxiety i s  t h ~  annuaI Christmas 
Census. During recent years this mid-winter bird list has been made up o f  
observations taken at as magy ~5 ten points t h r o u ~ h o u t  the State, with q 
maximum of 90 species listed, These are published each year in the  March 
IKigrant. 

There are no muselrrns of conseque?cs in Te~nessee and for  t h i ~  reason 
psrtimlarly, a. number of our m~mbers have fgrmed their o m  study collec- 
tions. At the beginninp, the t5en Curator began t3  ath her saecimens of all 
gpecies and sub-seecies indigemirs to the State 2nd this task is nearing com- 
pletion. The birds are kept in cabinets in the form of study skins and number 
more than 600 specimens. He has also the  ergs, in sets, of practically all of 
the  bird^ which nest in Tennessee. These collections are frequently referred 
to by members as well as by o~itho!cgists from a distance and have proved 
to be wry valuable. Other col!ections of birds, in mounted form, are owned 
by the Knoxville Chapter znd by DP. Earl Henry of Knoxville. A few of our 
members have formed beautiful 6tudy eo1Iections o f  eggs and among these are 
Dr. H. S. Vaughn af Nashville, Robt. 3. Lyle of $ohmon City, A. F. Ganier, 
H. C. Monk and Vernon Sharp of Nashville, Benly 0. Todd of Murfreeabom, 
and one or two others. The first two colIections mentioned are not restricted 
t o  Tennessee, but contain eggs from all over North America. T h w  collec- 



tions haw served to mtain the interest of their makers, have led them to en- 
gage in highly intensive field work and have been the source of great interest 
to non-collectars, Their formation bas therefore been justified, particularly 
when it i~ considered that the few thousand specimens thus acquired and p r e  
8 e d  for mientitic study cornprim only an infinitesimal portion of the bird 
and egg production of one season. It is d a o  of interat to note that those 
who are collecbrs are also among the leadera in movements for general bird 
protection and consemtion. 

The T, 0. 5. has been ever dndfuI of i b  duty ar an agency for education 
and conservation. It has worked hand in hand with the succession of Wardens 
of the Stata Department of Fish and Game, with the U. S. Biological Survey, 
with the National Association of Audubon Societies and other organizations. 
It has helped to Bhape the gradual evolution of our game laws and to secure 
their respect. Through ita d o h ,  the study of birds i s  beaoming popularized 
M a pleasant avocation far adults, In mother article in this issue, a more 
detailed account is given o f  these aetivitiee. Some years ago the T, 0. 5. 
attlliated i t d f  with The Wilson Omithologial Club, a national organization, 
and m e  recently, with the Tennessee Academy of Science. I t  acted as host 
for The Wilson Club on the occasion of the annual meetinga of that organiza- 
tion at Nashville in 1024 and 1927 and it actively ~tr i~ted in arranging for 
tbe meeting of the American Amiation for the Advancement of Science at 
Nmhville in 1927. 

From the beginning, the Society h~ made a wnscientious effort to culti- 
vate and sustain the interest of members in all sections of the State who were 
isolated from the main groups. The circul~tion of its little journal among 
all members has done much toward bringing them closer together. The or- 
ganization looks forward to a varied program of  endeavor^ yet to be accom- 
plished. A large percentrtge of its members retain their Interest year in and 
year out and since ornithology-the study of bi&-holds an inexhaustible 
supply of new facts to be learned, the Society and its members have much to 
look forward to In the years to come. 

A T. 0, S. ANNUAL FALL FIELD DAY 
& JOHN CRAIG 

To the uninitiated, perhags the T . 0. 8. Annual F d  Field Day mean* 
nothing. To the ornithologist, however, it hrra a world of signi0cance. 

This article is being written by one of the hmnerly uninitiated. In fact, 
mUeriag from lack of Imowldge w h a b e r  concerning the 4gdoings" of the ? 
Tennessee Ornithological dociety on th& h n a l  Fiald Day, I am thoroughly 
equipped to diarglay about dl the ignoranca there ir abut b i d .  %=ever, i 
I would lb to tell someWng about the promadings of t h e  highly r@aIi& 
mithologists who ham kept this orpnizatroa aide awake snd going in Ten- $! 
nessse for e ighM years. There b, nwisadly, something intensely in&- 
estlng about a group that could convert a whale atate, for the most part in- 
differant to bird lore, to a community of bird lwers. 

It concerns me h e  just how 1 managed to get my inoftation to "tag 
along." Plain, good old-fashioned luck, I'd call it. The Field Day was held 
on October 22. A party of about dxty met at the inheckion of Sixteenth 
and Broad 8-b at 8:00 am. College professors, bankers, m e e r a ,  ladies, 
Bop Scouts and m on. I claim the distinction of being the only layman in 
the party, Despite the glowering clouQ overhead, it was one af the Rappkt 
groups 1 have ever had the god fortune to join. 



S t a h  Pdmtiary,  turn off hem'' A sketoh d a quddng wild 
labeled in hb exdthg Wht, LIBafn or Bhine we go duckm." 

Bnt with all tbe h t h  I emtinumi to wollder just how a 5eld 
day could b hdd with bird& Now, if it had been a t r d  meet or a dog k h t  
I'd have besll right there. But bifdet 

Than we burW Into our cam and w h h d  lnefiIly down Highwa~ 100 
following the indicated dight of the duck But what waa thb? The hdhf 
car auddenly r h p d  h i d o  a miniatrue lalre. Lmkhg d i d  we saw itd 
eager 0~cupantB d h g  out 8nd u n h t b h g  their W # b e &  E-tb tha 
hid day wse under way. AR the rnrr warn halted tbe ~ P P W  
of ~tiaiaation began an- a0 new ardvala wmd e a w b  thrwOh * 
binormlaxa. Why not? Them wore three Wllaon'n 8nipe an the lakk 

N m  to yon ar to me tbis dhmew, per hap^, mnld have mmnt noWng im 
our pang Ilvea. In lob of c m m  out of bn m'd never haw swm tbe d p e .  
nut to thew t r w  in ths study oi M t u ~  ~ ~ ~ O O V B V  ~f three WW*S 
Snipe appeamd w 1# a worthwhile oormrrcmoa 

Right hem permit ma b d w  and draw a owrdnaiam by one who b 
hunM moat of hla lLfe, Not d th  camera and hid glmsea, mktd yon, but 
with a gun. As a hunbr the g m m  of t h e  d g e  would haw stirred me 
with lust tO IdlL At OW I wodd have a w p t e d  pitting my wita wainat 
t s B t O f t h 8 b * I n o r d e r h W w l & h ; r h o a t i n g d f o a  If-I 
~ ~ F l l d h m b e a n r e w a r d e d b g ~ o p ~ Q t o r n o t e h m y ~ a o a m ~  
a g h t  the birdal M t m m  at 8vdm. 

The d t i n o  wmlbdlitia from tbe d @ n t  af the hunter, wmld hva 
bwn exdtiag enough, not to sgp -thg, Them would have kan breath- 
lom momenta of ntealthp #-. Then wml& have come the whipping of 
whgn, the w a g  Aight and the deft t r a i n b  of the gun. Verily th p& 
bllitfes are intfipPing enough, from the Wdpoint of the hm-. 
B u t I a m p ~ t o h . m b s e a ~ ~ t o ~ c e ~ ~ e a f ~  

by the d t h o l o g h t  who hunts with his fleU glauer, hia amara and mort 

W e l r i e a t h w t h a a a ~ W M g f a t s r r o r f r o o n b a g o r I & . I l d *  
Ueallp fighting for h t  M6 I ree mmdhg other than the cromphg of 
w i n p P r r n d t h e l i f d a m l i t t l s b r m d k d f a s t h m ~ t h p d o w a ~ ~ r  
p w  spirit, 

Butf &Mmtbayrogrve-eddeadaWrdf Idddopondaat  
-t at auch h g t h  WI t& kdh and #m-an I d v d .  
$ I m f g h t d a 5 n t h P t ~ ~ w 8 a r Y o t d i n g t o ~ u l e .  I t -  
p o a e d a n r r a p o r r a t o i t b e ~ a d t h r 8 n i P € b  AttlPemwbddg&owrrtba 
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Barpeth River we shpped in accordancl with the directiona of the blue print. 
#-tically the cara were lined up to be well out of t r a .  In bwineasIike 
manner the 1- dietributed car& on which was printed at the tap, "Field 
Liat of T m a a e e  Birdr." Under this heading was the place for date, tan- 
perature, locality, wind, weather, start, return and place for the name of the 
obmer. Then followed a list of the birds we might expect ta h d .  Jwt for 
-@a: Bluebird, bobwhite, bobolink, mdwhg blackbird, indip buatbg, 
catbird, cardinal and ao on. I think thre was listed sometbig L the n w -  
b h m d  of one hundred and thirty that we might ex@ to flnd. 

Field g h s  again leaped from their cases. At once they were sweeping 
the akies, ha, hedges, fence rows, cornfields, everywhere. I felt u t b l y  at 
a low Why dould we rtop there anyway? Them waan't a bird within forty 
Ilzilee, accomhg to my way of thinking. While I warr foolishly &@ring 
my gl-a and wondering what it was all about, members of the party were 
lhthg the names of the birch that W, fiitted, fed and frollicked all about 
nlrr. The exclamations. about me were rromething like thir: "Over there Is a 
fl& of Itarliqs. Look, two Carolina W m .  Hsre are flve Mgrtle War- 
blers. There are m e  Carolina Chickadees and a BlueGray Gnabteher." 
So it went on and on. Where I hadn't men a bird, these bird lwers were 
piekbg thmn out of the air, fr& weed patches, from trees, fmm e m h e r e .  
And what waa moat surprising, inbreatinp and satisfactory t o  me waa, they 
wera getting a meamre of joy and satisfaction out of this pastime that few 
morhmear ever experienced by slaughtering. 

Right here at this m e  stop an incident occurred that put me to further 
dume. Did you h o w  that we had a bird named for T e n n m ?  L didn't 
and when hb preamce was diacwered frolp the top of the bridge there was 
an mhmatian of pleasure from the entire grbup. Everyone gravitated to 
thJ61 s ~ o t  where the bi& were feeding in a cluster of t8ll rag-weeds mudm 
neath the bridge. At f i a t  I couldn't sea anything, but on close inspectian the 
weed bopa were found to be alive wifi them, Shy little creatures they ware, 
gliding gracefully up and down the wead &b and feeding c o n h M y  from 
brown goaP Iadm with luscious seed. 

At once there was a transformation of Ulis apparently nnjnbwxthg spot. 
The bps of those 0b~i0~8ly prosaic, brown weed& h e  a gorgeow banquet 
table reaphidant with color, exuberant with gaiety, and overfiowIng with music 
and laughter and fang. Verily a party of Tennessee Warbleta were at fmrrt. 
Nat'as trenchermen, mind you, but as fine T e n n m  in happy accord snd 

appredatloa 
Yea, we could linger long at this spot. For thousande of rnohrists that 

mrh past it each week It  hold^ nothing. To that group of ornithoIogiste it 
held tmmnbour trearures. Tre~ures  that might be had at no a t  at all by 
sverpone just for the reaching out and taking, But'we must journey on and 
explore m e  of the other activities of the T. 0. S. on its Annual Fall Field 
-Dw* 

Tbe h a 1  rcn- was, in rtceordance with the bIue print, to be at the 
South m t h  School down in a bend of the South Harpeth wver. To reach 
this k a t b n  the South Hargath must ke forded. This sounds omhoue if it 
IP not aplained to those who have nwer b a n  there that the Sonth Hargeth, 
in the m e  mae of the word, is only a beautiful, clear, rippling little stream 
that flaws tranquilly along 31 wobbly faahion except, that fs, for mme of ib 
big mb. At such timen, under lash of weephg c h d a  it can indulge In 
v loht  temper. 
To h driver of the leading car the ford appeared hemless. The sbelun, 

ZlowePer, waa mollen and the car was drowned out in mid-stream. Now for 
. ". 



:,'-,- hIm that he did not aggmach by ~tealth. Bir movements were csrrual. Might 
I lay, kindly? It was aa if he were taking the timid little fluttery bit o f  
glorious life into a m11 deaemed confidence. His approach wia alow but bold. 
There was no merit of menace in hir advance, Gentlenas, sympathy and 
underatandlng might be aaid to have been hcoqwrated in his every action. 
There waa nothing unmpectd or sudden in mund or movement. To sum up 
his methods of approach I would my that hb whoIe attitude war that of utter 
unobtruariveness. h- a rssult of this friendly advance, it may be fancy, but 
I really believe that the birds enjoyed those momentrr of human n-. 
S d c e  it to say that they almost invariably continued right along undisturbed 
in their birdly occupation of feast and frolic m d  mg.  

After hours of this fasdnating pastime we dually returned to the school 
houae where ltltlch was to have been prepared in the open. UnfortunatelyI 
tha clouds that had threatened all day suddenly m m p d  htO vlgoraue & 
Tlre tripod for the cof?*pot had to be folded, the waterg barbecue trenches 
ahandoneti and the eagerly antidpated festivitiem hnsferred to the ahelk 
of a nearlq summer m r t .  

Lmide our adopted hmt made us welcome h a manner that gat to s k t !  
the wwpy proceed- out~ide that would have dampened the a r k  of most 
h e  but the true ornithologist. Everybody was hungry and happy, Soon, 
through the efforts of the lunch committee, the tantalizhg odor of f r a g ~ ) .  
d m  was circulating around causing much sxcitament in the wag of s n m  
'W rpMt of tha m e  ornitholo&t. In a m-t the aroafirP eol.8 rrtl- 
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N- TIEBIN. From T b  O p m  TT& of December, 1938. 

w 
A COUXCTION OF BIRDS FROM COCKE COUNTY, TENN, 

BY WLLWAM M. WAL- JR. 
Thmu new birds for the Tenneam list as wet1 as other r m  a m ,  warn 

the mmlt of a -1 examination of the d l &  of Mr. N. F. $toheley at 
Dd Ib, T m .  The Kndl l e  Chapter of the T. 0. S. journeyed to his kme 
an July 21,1984 and view the several g h  - of mounted apecimcma. 

DP Eio la M on the F m e h  B& Ever, eight m k  west of the 
North Carolfna I& Hem the atream cuts a deep -&west vaIley through 
#a and fonns tbe north bouudary of the Great B m k h  No 
dollbk the rhrer has bean imgtmental in developing a mg&r migra- rorrta 
t b u &  #a manhim and this b borne oat by the nnmkr rind v d c ~  oi 
wawrhidaintheaolleetlon. Theag&mems-mstlyhkemby&.€ttOlGb 
h y a r b y h J P ~ b o r r a a d a I 1 a r e f ~ ~ C a a n ~ .  Thepwersmantd 
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THE MIGMNT 

of the c&&h having been lo&. Mr. A. F. Ganier vi~ited the c 
Scpt. 1, verified our identifications and haa furnished notes and 
merrmmmmb &en below. 

Cstladrr h e ,  1. 

Mr. Stokeley secured thia apeeimen between dune 10 and 20th, 
1915, while cutting wheat. It would only fly a Bhort distance and geb 
Ung close to it, he knocked i t  down with a hay fork. The locality wag 
a mile south of Del Rio in the river valley. At the date taken, it would 
:wem that this bird must have been on its nesting grounds. It. ha# besn 
found breeding in North Carolina, near Raleigh, in wet merrdowe. Tbia 
L tbe d l ~ t  of the rails, being not much larger than an Engllrrh Spar- 
m. The -en is nicely mounted. 

Wild Tur-, 1, a h  some of their eggs. Still pment,  mme shot three 
m w- 

American Coot, 1. 
Wflson Snipe, 1. 

r American Woodcock, 1. Three sets of four eggs each were f w d  early irr 
1m6 of which a strt was collected. 
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ments in inches: wing 8.3, tail 2.90, bill 2.30. A new bird for the Ten- 
' new= list. 
Arner. Herring Gull, 2. 
Ring-billed Gull, 1. 
Laughing Gull, 1 (with head black). Taken on the river about twenty 

years ago. Second State record. 
Bonaparte's Gull, 4. One ~pring adult, one fall adult and two fall imma- 

ture~. The last three were takm about six years ago from a flwk of 
thirty or forty on the river. 

Forster's (or Common) Tern, 1. An immature bird. 
Black Teim, 1, in mottled fall plumage. 
Owls: Barn, Great-horned, B~rred and Screech. 
Among other land birds of interest were Cliff Swallows, Bobolink, Pileated 

Woodpecker and Purple Grack1.e including eggs o f  the last mentioned. There 
are many others of the common varieties. 

No specimen of the Raven was among the birds and Mr. Stokeley says 
that none have been seen in recent years. 

Nearly all of the local mammals were represented by nicely mounted speci- 
mens, including Little Striped Skunk 3 (all taken together and said to be 
rare), Weasle 2, Mink, Wild Cat, Black Bear, ek., etc. 

KNOXVILLE, TENN., September, 1936. 

EARLY REMINISCENCES 
BY DIXON MERRITT 

All history has its i w t s  in the prehistoric. 
The beginnings of the Tennessee Ornithological Society are far back af 

tbat historic meeting of five men at Faucon's in October, 1915-as far back, 
at least, as the first bird work done, and the inspiration for  it, by A. c. Webb, 
H. Y. Hughes, Albert Ganier, and George Mayfield. 

Webb's experiences went fartherest back, but all of t he  others went, prob- 
ably, farther than my own. They cught to be told in this journal. A11 of  Us 
can 'tell them-all except Hughes who, wing-weary and worn. flew out into the 
night on his long migration years ago. 

So'far BE I am concerned, and, by the accident of being in position ta speak 
through a newspaper rather than with my own voice, I became the ahm~ 
about which the nucleus formed, and my interest h birds had come about 
through an earlier interest in developing the history o f  Audubon in Kentucky. 

For seven years at the beginning of the century, I was city editor of the 
h a y  Mesemgsr at Owensboro, Kg. Xt was along that reach of t h e  Ohio 
Rive-along it and out from it for great distance+that Audubon did his 
pioneer work on the birds of America. At Henderson, a few miles below, he 
lived and operated a grist mill, a sort of general store, a crude steamboat; 
there that he lost his patrimonial fortune and, leaving his family to such 
mercies as were, went tramping as a sign painter. But the popular accounts 
o f  his life laid emphasis on New Orleans, New York, Norristawn, Pa., all the 
places where he did comparatively little, and barely if at all mentioned Hen- 
B e r m .  

It was no devotion to birds-which I had known only from Arm Bt Hammer 
Brand soda cards in my childhmd-but my interest in the vindication of his- 
tow that started me to work jn an effort to supply a deficiency in the biw 
graphical data of Audubon, 
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I encountered in Hendemon, Ingram Crockel ~nk cashier, the mod ::, > 

sympathetic bird student tbst I have ever known, and an intimate of the ,;+, +< 

Andubon hawk I commend to yon his "A Yearbook of Kemhcky W d s  and 

huntad up A, C. Webb who had done pioneer bird work of an educatio~lal char- 
acter in the Nashville gchoola And so it came about that the T. 0. 13. was 
set afoot, as told in oar biskry on another page. You h o w  the -mpt 
the prehfditoric portion that only Webb, Ganier and M&dd know. 

Our delight in the companionship of one amthe-o long had they bwm 
hermit hunters rand I a sort of Solitary Sandpiper--was such that, for some 
time, we did little on week-emdr bt talk and tramp hgethq. Not until months 
afterward did we do much about bringing in new members. 

There comes to me with particular wat of memory, a frosty waning in 
front of a log Are at Mr. Webb'pr houm is Eaat Nashville; a night spent in a 
cabin somewhere in Cheatham County and a dawn-tjme hunt among the crags 
along the Cumberland; a twiIight under the black brow of the Overton Knobs 
when Ganier wlIected the  flrst Winter Wren that I ever saw; an afternoon of 
spring snow and blow when Mayfield and I ran against eac)r other around 
the bend of a blackberry jungle beyond Cmtennid Park, hunting for-and 
finding-the Brown Thrasher on his fl& arrival. 

known, and never are to know, the joy of mmpanion~hip in the work we had 
in those flrst days. 

N A B H V ~  TEHN., September, 1936, 

North Lake is a shallow body of water, a half mile long and nearly as 
wide, lying in the southw&ern corner of T e r n e m  about two miles north of 
Lakeview, Miss. I t g  shallow waters make an excellent feeding ground for 
Herons and Egrets, and a much maller lake just noutheast o f  it, having fflled 
with soft mud to within a few inches of the water-level, is a place where sw- 
eral hundred shorebirds may be found during tbeir migration wason. 

. As the writer, with George F&r of ICnoxville, approached thin d l e r  
lake early on the morning of Aug. I, we heard the guttural rroaging of feeding 
birds, and soon saw the glistening white plumage of 70 Littla Blue Hemns 
(20 in adult plumage) and 80 A m e h  Egretri, feeding in the soft mud. They 
made a beautiful picture againat the light green d l o w  background as tbeir 
plumage reflected pinkish hues from the r i ~ h g  aun and forty armdpipsra, with 
almost as many each of Killdeer and Least Terns, lent noise and d o n  b 
the scene. The Sandpipers were: h a s t  18, &mipalmated 4, Spotted 6, Soli- 
tary 12, and Pectoral 10. A Bald Eagle s o s b  wer the mu& side of the 



lake, a few Great Blue Herons and three Lewr Yellowlegs were inhesting 
sights on North Lake. Our list was swelled by 2 Wood Ducks, 2 King Bails, 
4 Least Bitterns and 60 Starlings (unamal at thir time of year), seen at the 
krrowpits in Mississippi, just blow tbe state line. 

On August 6 a valuable record was secured at the pit In Mississippi, n half 
mile south of  Tennesses. A Dowitcher, evidently the Emtern because of a 
relatively dmrt bU1, was feeding with some Pectoral Sandpipers at the pit. 
FosGr had seen the bird twice at St, huis ,  and there was no doubt ap; h the 
identification hew, sinca the bird wadi carefully studied at a short distance 
with our bino+arr. 

The next day was a profitable one at North Lake, The first thing Foster 
raw was a Western Sandpiper ( E m w t e s  mud),  new for the state list; 
careful study of the flock of 170 Sandpipers revealed at Ieast three more of 
these bird% easily identilled at the dose range by their long billst. (Since them 
Sandpipers closely resemble Ule Semipalmated, two of them were collected on 
August 11 by Mr. A. F. Ganier who veFiAed our observations.) Other bids 
on the small lake were: Sandpipers-Spotkd 3, Solitary 5, Pectoral 80, Least 
70, Semipalmah3 60, Stilt 2 (reen at same place SepL 9, 1954) ; Leawr Yel- 
low leg^ 8, Little Blue Heron 38, Egret 40, and Lea& Tern 50 (the last three 
species on North Lake). A late afternoon trip to the Arst  barrowpit in Mis- 
sissippi (a half mile from Tennessw) netted a beautiful Wilson Phalarope in 
fay plumage. It was easily identified by tha white rump, grayish back, snowy 
whits breast, long neck, thin &ort bill, br-  leg^ 8nd yellowish feet, and 
the peculiar manner of feeding by carefully stalking it# prey, unlike the 
nervous actions of the other shore birds. 

On August 11, our party of four spent a morning in unsuccessful search 
for shorebirds at their usual haunts (then mostly dried up). We undertook 
the long walk through the wmds to the s m d  lake, and there found the birds, 
though in slightly diminished numbers. Efports at collecting did not frighten 
them, and all m e m h  of the party (Mr. and Mrs. Ben Coffey, Jr., Mr. Gmier, 
and the miter) had good chances to obseme the 6 We~tesns, 2 Stilts and 
others, induding Sandpipers (Semipalmated 60, Least 50, Spotted 6, Solitary 
8, PechraI 251, Semipalmated Plover 1, Lesser Yellowlegs 10, Little Blue 
Heron 40, Least Tern 80, and of course, King Rails and Bitterns at the Mis- 
sissippi pits. The Great H o m d  Owl, the sight of which has been a regular 
climax to every Mud W e  trip the past eix months, Was seen perched in the 
&&me general loeation again, On thir trip, a Aoek of over $000 Purple Mar- 
t ins  in a w p m  tree at the wsst end of the Haraban Viaduct at 8:00 A. M. 
wm an interesting sight, and good pictures were d. 

On Sepk 2, Bert Powell and the writer made another Mp to North Lake, 
flndfnO thlngs pretty much the mm. There were fewer Leust Sandpipers, 
abut 16 W d r n b  and the usual numbers o f  Spotted, Mitary, Pectoral and 
Seunipdm~ted. me high spot of the trig waa the White Ibis (pee the fore- 
going itern), with a beautiful adult Bald Eagle, obaerved as he made two 
attsmpte to catch a d i  in North Lake, running a close w n d .  Other water 
birds noted on this lake wem 18 Great Blue Herons, 40 Egreh, 110 Little Blue , 
Herona (12 adults), 1 D m t b k m h l  Connorant, 80 Least Tena, and 2 Black 
Terns. At the Miseimipgi pits, 9 Blu-winged Teal, 1 female Baldpa*, and 
numbem of Barn S d l o w s  h g h t  ths day's lilt to 80 sgacim f 
Th last trip on Sept. 8 showed that the height of the saason was pa& The I 

osaal bird8 were found in grealy reduced numbers, except the Egret, 01 
which there were 80 m North Iake and 100 on Mud Lake, which had finally 

to get low enough to be attractive to the wading birde, Stilt and West- 
ern Sandpipers were- 8een w i n  (2 d w h ) .  I 

8 
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Other interesting nates irom Memphis include the following: Obsexved by 
Foster and the writer, Wilson Snipe at Lakevim on July 28, and the last 
Painhd Bunting In Memphis on that date. At Riverside Park on Jdy 21, we 
saw a Prairie Warbler, which m u ~ t  haw been an early transient, as we have 
no summer records, and 2 javsnal B l a c k - h t d  Green Warblers (-@I. On 
Aug. 4, a hike up the south side of Hop0eId (Motuld Citp) Chute, which, 
though west of the river is  in Tenneswe, netted a few Terns, E m ,  and 
Herons, the most important king 4 j m a l  Yellow-crowned Night H e m s  
flying across the river from the east side. Of hawks, 1 Cooper's, 4 Red- 
shouldered, and 1 Broad-win@ were also seen. A short trip to Emley Bob 
tom, by the same two on Aug. 6, brought as a female Blue Gmbeak, the 
first record for t b  species here in four years. 

Mississippi Kites are either becoming more common here, or move about 
more in August, for during the Arat days of that mth they were wen 
in six scatbred localities on nweessive days, in numbers ranging from one 
B rix in view at one time. 

M E M P H I ~  TENN., September, 1936. 

M 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF FOUNDER MEMBERS 
As mentioned in the first article In this issue, the organization of the 

T. 0. S. was &&mi October 7, 1916, by five men who therefore b its 
foundera With the exception of Jdge Hughes, who died in 1921, theiaa mmn- 
berg are still living and mtain their early intereat in ornithology. They not 
only conceived but carried taru h execution their plsna for an organization 
to develop the study of bird Me. The fob* biopraphical alretcherr are 
e t  forth rra a matter of r e e d :  

A ( b )  C. Webb (T. 0. S. 10-7-'16, Pre& 1916-10, V.-Pw. U Tern. 
1020). Artiet and M r ,  Nashville, Tenn Born 1859 at Chariton, Iowa. 
For numy years Supewiaor of Writing a d  Drawing in the city achoolr Pro- 
f e m r  Webb's interest in birds began in the late nineties at which time he 
contributed a aeries of arLiclea to the Maahallla Banner on the common b i d  
of thL section These a t i d e a  were dlmW chieiiy to h l  chiIdren amj 
a p p d  at a time when b i d  protection waa in its infancy. In 1898 they 
~ b m R g h t t 0 g e t h e r i n b m k f o m ~ t h e t W e " ~ ~ ~ T B o i f  
Ways" and were illglkrtd by t h m  apthor. Ths wltmr% wm d an a sup 
pbmemtd readwin tb9 nebools and waarmoPeededh 1917 b y 8  -volume 
entitled "Our B i d  &okn Mr. Webb during blr 811-ry rcrmmdrr d the 
B c h o o l s ~ t o b g d l d o n t o m a l r e ~ m W * d s a n d s o i n ~ l y  
d i d h e ~ t h t h e M t h P t h e g s v e t h e m b a l l C l r e w h o o l s ~ & r e g . r ~ .  
larity. To illaskat% thew hk, he mounted a numb of birds whieh 
collected d brought to him by friends. He relatea that he "lfhdly m m  
them b h h  out" in hkhg them & r o d  to usct In hi8 l am h but; few 
wmmunitim h the land have the b h h  had m &%ctIve and ardent a h- 
pion as Ndpl l le  h a  doped in A. C. Webb. Him eleation aa our tM& M- 
dent wrrs in appreoirtioPr af him earlier w o r U .  

(LanIer) M d t t  (T. 0. 53. 10.7-UlS, Secp Ul6) was born. & 
B ~ ~ s M i l b i u W ~ ~ , ~ o m J d y ~ , 1 8 7 9 .  B s b a d - b p  
~ ~ a n d h a s h a d a ~ a n d ~ ~ i n ~ , ~  
b N d * N - y d - d w -  ~ , m d h h g t b t t k e m ~  
~ P J - ~ h ~ I w - t o - - t J r , ~ ~ a t m  
~ - x * b s l l l t ~ ~ ~ g A Q m # u r d f ~ - ~ *  
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"WmmmI* for T. 0. S. mermhe.  When stationed at Owensboro, 
Ky, Mr. M ~ t t  became in- in Audubon and there, fn 1909, prepared 
&a pap- m "Audubon in Kentucky." He &ah, howeverI that his 
-test cl* to ornithological prominence emanam from hia authomhip of 
a fpm6u~ limerick, tho fimt line of which reads, "A wondrous bird 
is  the Pdhn," &, etc, But hia fellow bird-men h o w  that hi+ -om 
are based upon an demt love and uppredation of Mrde aad dl nahm and 
mat that his gSfted pen may chmnide an bmadng number of his obser- 
vationa upon bird life He is a member d ofEcer of many local and national 

;;, organization% but d u e s  none more htghfy than the T. 0. S.-4.  
' George W o r d  Mayfield (T. 0. & 10-7-16, S&p 191617, F+es. 192M1, 
193485), Rofersor of Geman, V m M t  Univdty,  Ndville. Born at 
Inrwmmxdle, Ga, Mamh 21,1877. A.B., Emory Univereity, '00; A X ,  Van- 
de~Mlt, '04; PhD., '16. Helonp to Am. Ornith. UnIon, Wileon Ornith. Clnb, 
A. A. A. of S., Tenn. Acad of ScIence (Editor '2&29, eta, Dr. Mayfield l a  
one of our most consistent fldd workers and haa done more work h recording 
the movements of migratory birda than any ather member. Hia obaematima 

- ~afleld have bean permanently morded on our standard llsdng esrds and 
$ithwe, to the number of about 81000, he haa one Ale for refemice. His is an 

+ I enkhhhg speaker and is called upon very fmpemtla ta make bird t a k a  
Worn various oqgmktions. W a  d t  him with hhg oar best authority 
upon bird notea and mngn and with being able ta idatify mom than 36 
ap&m of wad~lem by their mere "chirp.." ("Where birds am comemd, 
Dr. Mayfield has a keen eye and r trsIned ear, and can accurately name r 
bird which k agpere~ltly mt there m far aa the untrained obmerver is con- 
cerned, Thin faculty hae ban hlghly developed by spending Ids lei- bow,  
for znany yeara, with the birda in the open country."-R. A. WWN.) -i 

Herman Yatea HugW IT. 0. 8. 10-7-'16, V.-Pw. 1016-1918) wm Imm 2 
in h County, Virginla, Jan. 8, 1868, and dted at hia home at TmeweU, 3 
T m ,  Feb, 26, 1921, rlged 63 fa Judge d v e d  his gdu- r 
ation a$ T d  College and latar taught d o o L  Not having the memg 
to attad college he read law at home and was la& admitted ta the bar. 3 

ILis popularity at home wm a#artted by the fact that he arrra elected mayor 
of T*xewell three times and later county judge, which o&e he hehi -. 
fa 1910 he was to fbe court at civil -B which otflce he BeM until 
1918. O v ~ t k ,  d m  to n blghly comimtioua regard for his duties smd 
long houra of application brought about r breakdown from which he never 
recovered It was while the court of appeals was meeting at Nashville lixl 
1915 that Judge Hugha became a founder of the Smiety and his fellow mem- 
bers found in bim a most enjoyable and congenial companfon, He hi -- 
md8ted an excellent library of bird booka, among which waa a set of And~- 
bon'r Birds of America. At one of our early meetiags he gremnted & 
of his fellow workere with a copy of Chapman's Color Key to North Amer- 
Ie*a Bids.4L 

Albert F(mWh> G a W  (T. 0. S. 1&7-1915, Pres, '22-93, 30, Cumtop 
IMI-'21, 24-'80, Edhr  1935), born Sept. 9, 1883, Vicksburg, Mi& B.S.C.E. 
ftualtle Univ,, '08. Civii mew, N. C. dk Sk L Ry., Nashville, Tenn. 
Amer, Ornith, Union (member), Wilson Ornith CIub (Sec'y 1918-lBzZ, h a .  
1924-19261, A, A. A. of S., Tenn. Aead, Science (Pres, 1926), Bird-lom*~ ~ d -  
visory Council 1917. (It m the wrlter'~ pleasure to nominate Mr. Ganier 
for curator at our begimhg h u g e  he had already bgun to gather & 
comprehensive collections of the birda and eggs of Tenneam and 
b keep syatematl:c notes. He had bgun his Mrd sttndy at the of 
and by taking the Psrioua b i d  m g w k s  had b m e  -ted wth the 
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? . From the begnnmg, it has been realized that properly conducted publicity 
work would be a most important factor in achieving the eonaervation and 
educational program of the Society. 
, One of our founders, Mr. Dixon Merritt, was already running "a colrurm" 
of bird &riel in The M m d n g  T e n w e m  at the time of our first meeting. 
Mr. R, A. Wilson, another columnist and one of our early members was eon- 
ducting his widely read "Fin, Fur and Feathers" deparknent in The S d y  
N w h d b  Banner. This column, which ia still running, has accorded us gen- 
.eroun space and has contributsd much to the standing and influence of the 
Society. The co-operation of these two writers opened the columns of the two  
Nashville mwapapers ta the articles which were later prepared by other mem- 
bet-. I *px g<> A Soon after the founding of the organization, full, gage articles with i l l w  
trations by Mr. A. C. Webb appeared in T h  ~ m ~ 8 s s s m a  and in Th% Bawer. 
From 101% on, the local press has been generous with space in connection with 
the Society and its activitiu. At Knoxville, Mr. H. P. Ijams has publhkl  

lishes a weekly column in The. CluvkmiUe Leaf-ChmhL entitled "Wings 

and in other a i e n t i k  magazines. 

: i' another aria of publications to take care of articlee too long for ib quar , 
terly. This serier ie entitled Tamasam AYifaww and two numbem have boen 
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Eloeiety on bird lifn During the EM- fm of dntar both WOM d 
W U C ,  ae well aa other abkiona, have sent out appeals to dl per- to have 
flty on the birds and bo provide thean with fwd. In the spring time and mm- 
mar talb have been mad* e r a  p w l e  to protect the birds from cats, from 
&w, from cmws and other enemSea, snd to enconrage peogla b iTlcreaae the 
number of birds around their home& 

Another phwe d our educational work has been through the Department 
of Game and Fiah. Durfirg all of theae years the Bociety h r ~  kept in cloae 
touch with the Stab Game Wardm mid mwumged this department t o  protect 
not only the game birds, but sang birds ss well, Not much cp~lperation w u  
attained until the late Mr. h r ~  Cslhwn became head of tbf department. 
Hia co-operation wm greatly appreciated. The present Game W-, Mr. 
Damon Bddem, is a famar educabr and baa worked with the Society in dl 
of i t s  plans, Be has *en one of our m-a, Mr. John Caldwell, and plwed 
him at the head of educational work in the Shte. Thb in  one of the greaht 
achievements in the intereat of the 4qdsatIam and promiaes to bring about 
 result^ of which we have long dremed, but had little expectation of w h g  
realhad. If the pIms that have been developed can be oarded out, our Society 
will feel amply rewarded for its many gears of diaapgointment and seemin&f 
fruithas labor. The mod d o r t i n g  thought of all b to think back on the 
situation in Tennessee with regard to bird life in 1916 as contrageed wItb the 
greaent attitude. When the dice= and mwnbers of the Wety d9 this, they 
take courage and gather f m h  inspiration to go on with their plana for the 
fnture.* 

NABWIL~E, TENN, Sephbsr,  1936. 

*Edit&$ Note: Dr. Mayfield, aa author of the above article, hae modeetly 
refrained from mentioning his own part in our educational and publicity work 
It should be made a matter of record, however, that he, more than m y  other 
membsr, h a  been moat d d w u a  and .effective in these activities. He has 
prepared more newspaper copy than any of m, he was chairman of the  om- 
mlttee which conducted the State Blrd campaign in 1958, and at ppresent he L 
actively a~aisting the State DepllrtmeJlt of Fish and Game in developing its 
dncationrrl campaign dedgnd to reach t?m younger m a t h - A .  F. G. 

BIBD BANDING BREVITZES NO. 6 . 

BY M r a  F. C. LasKEY 

Since Jnne lst, almwt Wl Wrds ham W bsnded and s e d  s p c b  
have b rdded to my l3& making a grand hbl of 6,628 individuab d 
8 8 H e a .  O n e d t h e m o e t m ~ e ~ ~ w a s a f i g E d l m A ~  
11th at a amall pond on the oatskirts of North NddUe .  It wm the Brut 
b l f d t a k e m h a & o m b f r d ~ , m P d e d M b y J a E k C l l l h o a a  ' 

appamtitly are mher diffhdt to trop for, a c m m  to tke Biologhl 
=ports, only 16 he km banded in the patst few y a m  in Nor& Amwh. 
Other ahom bifda tmpped inclwkl Qm H- W b m  Sandpipers 
Sandpipera, and Killdeer, dl of which wem Wan at a ahdm pmd ia Belle 
M a d e ,  a few yarda from a much traveled highway. A m t k  ~@M~umt 
eapture wm that of my fimt Cowbird, a lone f a d e ,  that fed at the tmpa 
drving the mow of lab January although this #mi- has becm rarely smn 
nt my home hading station. E m ,  this 4 Immature Cowbimh 
h p v e b k a r p p % d b e r e , a t l & o n e o i k h ~ b e e m r e a r e d b y a W ~  
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Vireo that waa much agitated and d s t d  while the young Cowbird was 
entrapped. Life Ristoty studies of banded Mockingbirds are proving more 
interesting each year, and this past season more time has been merit deld, 
in d l t i o n  t o  studying the color banded individuals near my home. About 
50 ymng birda were banded on their nesting grounds in thiar area with the 
objective of obterining data, through recovery recoda, on the d i p m l  of 
theae young birds that disappear as soon aa they am able to feed t h d v e ~ .  
Since late Augugt ttransient immature Mockingbirds are being trapped at my 
home; pokeberries are the lure. A Brorwd Grackle banded June 17, 1982, 
was again trapped July U, 1935, when she brought her fledglings t o  the garden 
and ~arrid bred  from the drop trap to them. Her plumage though ragged 
was more iridescent than the average female; she had two bald spota on her 
head and waa affiktsd with ecto parasites, some of which were collected and 
sent t o  the Entomology Department in Washington for idatification. A Car- 
dinal, banded Decembr 17, 1982 (aduit male), was found dead on the road 
July 14, 1986, about 800 feet from the station by Mm. Ed Snllivan. An in- 
teresting d W  of this movery is the fact that thfs bird w m  color banded 
and though he evidently occupied terrltow near the station, he had not vIaited 
our grounds in more than a year. For sometime two color banded male Car- 
dinal~ have mupied our gardea, one on each dde of the house and this year 
they have furnighed interesting f d y  history. One I s  A292706 (cdled "A," 
banded Febrtlrrry 2, 1982) that mated with I3234857 (banded on left tamus 
February 4, 1938) tbia sgm for the third year; the other male is 34-224109 
(banded September 8, 1934, aho a green b a d )  and i s  lmown as "G." Early 
thB spring A was frequently m?en chasing the treapmaing, mmated G back 
to his own territorg. By April Uth, G bad secured a mate and the A's had 
two young bkhing wMch left the neat April 22nd (known to have 
stayed at the sbtion mtll June 4th). The fimt egg in the aecond nest of the 
A's was laid May lst, but the nest waa robbed and k r W .  In the mean- 
time G had young hatching on Mag 8&, but they evidentIy came to - 
for when the nest was visifgd a week later to band the young, it was empty 
and neither they nor the mother b i d  were - later. A also disappeared 
eometime early in May and when the left banded female hatched her two 
young in her t h i i  nest about June 6th, it was found that G w w  now her 
mate and was carrying i d  from the drop trap to feed the young. One 
nestling was W e d  by a Blue Jay when about a week old; the other left 
the same day and was seen at the station until late Jdy. On July 30th, G 
and this m e  mother bird successfully brought off two more young which 
at the prerent date (September 9) are still following the parents, begging 
mcasfonally but apprently no longer being fed. Distinctive banding proved 
this female laid four ~ t s  of eggs, successfully reared three broods, from 
which five birds reached adult dze and that she mured her neighbor m a 
mate very quickly after the probable death of her old mate. A pair of Blae- 
bids occupying a nest box in the $aden remalned together for at least two 
nestings thir year through they occupied different nest boxes for each brood. 
This contrasts with the record of the other male mentioned previoasly that 
bad occupied the same nest box three years but for the four known broods 
raised in that time, he had four Werent mates. 

N A a w ,  TENN., September 9, 19S6. 
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AMONG OUR CONTRIBUTORS 
Whatever succePs may haw amrued to The Migrant is due to those of 

our members who have contributed their writings to its columns. With the 
thought that our readers would be interested in knowing wmething of the 
personal side of these contributors, the following sketches have been pre- 
pared. Lack of space and information makes it necesmry to postpone the 
completion of this list until a future issue. 

John Barnburg (joined the T. 0, S. in 1928.) He was born at Paducah, 
Ky., Dec. 9, 1802, and has been studying birds about fifteen para He lived 
at Nernphis when he first joined but later moved to Knoxville and just re- 
cently has accepted a position in educational work for the T. V. A. at Wheeler 
Dam, Ala. He is the author of a useful little booklet on identifying birds afield. 

John EL Calhoun IT. 0. S. 2-8-32) of Naahville h a s  entered the University 
of Virginia this fall to take a course in biology. He was born at Elkton, 
Giles County, Tenn., May 11, 191'1, and is therefore one of our youngest 
memhrs. "Jack" is endowed with tirele~s energy and enthusiasm and lets 
no obstacles stop him when in search of new birds. We will miss him. 

Ben 3. Coffey, Jr .  (T. 0. S. 1-21-27, Pre& 1933-'54, V-Pres. West Tenn.) 
of Memphis is a fire insurance inspector by profearion. By avocation he is 
ran ornithologist and a leader in Boy Scout work and in the latter capacity 
h2s dsveloped the intereat o f  many Scouts along the line of bird study. He 
was b ~ r n  at HashviIIe April 28, 1904, and has been studying birds for eleven 
years. Our  subject is a Trojan for field work and no trip or weather is too 
arduous or strenuous to deter him from having his day rnth the birds. His  
chief interests are distribution, migration, conservation and bird banding. 

Mrs. Ben B. Coffey (T. 0. S. 1931) is a Mississippian by birth and has 
been studying birds for five years. In off houra at home she does a bit of 
bird banding but i~ happiest when searching with her husband for water 
birds in the doughs and swamps south of Memphis. The Coffeys have an 
excellent library of bird booka for reference. 

Dr. Cynthia Cunningham Counee (T. 0. S. 6-16-1931) is associate phy- 
sician at Lyanbumt Sanitarium, Oakville, near Memphis. She was born at 
Princeton, Ky., and has been interested in observing birds for ten yeam. Her 
chief inbrests are in aong birda and in feeding birch in winter. 

John I, Craig (T. 0. S. 10-22-1953) of Nashville is c o n n w t d  with the 
promotion department of the Nashville Banner. He wm born In 1881 at 
Culleok, in M a w  County, Tenn. While at Vmderbilt he eatablishd a 
reputation aa one of the -teat htalfbmka in Southern football history. Mr. 
Craig, a gifted writer, during 1933 founded and edited The Open T m k  (now 
suspended) in an effort to develop intereett in outdoor aporks. 

Compton Crook (T. 0. S. 18-12-27, Secly.T=s. 1929-1081), wag born June 
14, 1908, at Roasville, Fayette County, Tenn., and i~ a graduate of Pesbdy 
College at Nashville where he majored in biology. This fall he  ha^ joined 
the faculty of Weetern Reserve University at Cleveland, Ohio. He took up 
bird study about twelve years ago, haa bullt up a good library and ia most * 

interested in migration and distribution. 
M i i  Marg h v a n t  (T. 0. S. 199)  i~ Reference Libmrian at the Gss i t t  

Libmry in Memphh. She was born in that city and haa been inbereatgd in 
birds since childhood. Miss Davant m M d e n t  of the Mempbis Cham 
in 192243 and b hteM in the Uteratum of W 

V _  + '  X I  -, \ - I t -  - - 
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Harry C. Monk (T. 0. S. 2-28-1919, Sec'y. 1920-25, Pres. 1926, V--Pres. 
1928) of Nashville became a member when a Boy Scout o f  17. Being an 
energetic field worker, with a propensity for writing up his notes and m- 
o d s ,  he has contributed substantial information on the birds of the Nashville 
area. Be owns a good reference library. 

Nancy Lee (Mrs. Wm. P.) Morgan (T. 0. S. 3-14-1916) lives on a Maury 
County farm close to Columbia and says she has been interested in birds 
as far back as she can remember. By providing her bird friends with food, 
water and attractive home sites, she has them with her the year round in 
unusual numbers. 

Samuel A. Ogden (T. 0. S. Sept. 1923) is connected with the Fidelity 
Trust Co. of Knoxville. He was born at that city Aug. 22, 1876, and has 
been interested in birds for  about twenty years. Mr. Ogden is chiefly inter- 
ested in field observation and is a skillful taxidermist. 

James A. Robins (T. 0. S. 11-271921, V.-Pres. 1921-'28) of Nashville, Tenn., 
waa born Feb. 3, 1868, at Guntown, Miss. Until a few years ago Fmfessor 
Robins was stationed at McKenzie, Tenn., where he was head of the McTyeire 
School for Boys. IIe is interested in bird study from a recreational standpoint. 

Vernon Shmp, Jr. (T. 0. S. 11-18-1921, Pres. 1928-'29, Curator 1936) of 
Nashville is in the general insurance business but finds time to coach Van- 
derbilt's freshmen football team during the fall. During his college days 
Vernoil made a great reputation playing center on the varsity and his fellow 
T. 0. S. members attributed his success to kia method o f  spring training. 
This consisted of tramping the Overton Bills forest and. climbing the biggest, 
toughest trees in order to pry into the nesting azairs of Great Horned Owla, 
Xed-Taiied Hawks and Pileated Woodpeckers. 

Jesse M(i1ton) Shaver (T. 0. S. 10-20-1916, V.-Pres. 1926-'26, Pres. 1927) 
i s  head of the Department of Biology at Peabody College at Nashville. He 
was born at Gerber, Walker County, Georgia, Nov. 29, 1888. Dr. Shaver is 
a graduate of the University of Tennessee and of Vanderbilt University. In 
1928 he received his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago. In designing 
his courses in biology at Pcabody College he has included ornithology among 
the electives and i t  has proven to be a popular subject with those taking the  
course. As Editor of The Journal of the Tenn. Academy of  Science he fre- 
quently includes articles on ornithoIogy in that publication. 

Henry 0. Todd (T. 0. S. 2-15-1935) of Murfreesboro i s  Supervisor in the 
Wellwood Silk Mills. He was born near Safterfield, in Cannon County, and 
has been interested in birds f o r  nineteen years. He is building up a repre- 
sentative collection of eggs of the birds of his county. 

James A. Trent, Jr .  (T. 0. S. 1926) of Knoxville is engaged in the printing 
business. He was born at that city on Christmas Day, 1908, and has been 
interested in birds since a small boy. He is morrt interested in water birds 
and is the author of the paper which appeared in our last issue on the water 
birds o f  East Tennessee. 

Bruce P. Tyler (T. 0. S. 4-11-1932, V-Pres. East Tenn. 1934-'35) of Johnson 
City is Land Agent for  the Cljnchfield Coal Corporation. He was born at 
Brooklyn, Pa., Sept. 17, 1874, and says he has been studying birds "always," 
Mr. Tyler, together with his cwworker, Mr. Lyle, has made many valued con- 
tributions to our  columns on the birds of his section. He is very successful 
as a bird photographer and is interested in all phases of ornithology. 

Harry Scott Vaughn (T. 0. S. 11-10-1916, V.-Pres. 1921-'23, Pws. 1926-'26) 
of Nashville ia a general contractor, specializing in residential work. He 
was born at Summerfield, Ala., Jan. 4, 1870, and says he has been interested 
in bird study since he was a boy of 15. A t  that time he began a coIIection 
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of bird eggB and when he revived his interest, on coming inb the T. 0. S. 
in 1916, he set about remaking his collection. He now h ~ s  one of the most 
complete collection of the kind in the entire country, there being 633 species 
represented by one or more clutches of eggs He is an expert photographer 
of bird nests with both movie and still camera, an interesting speakex and 
one of our morrt active members. 

William I, Walker, Jr. (T. 0. S. 2-17-1922, Sec'y. 1926'28) of Knoxville 
is a chemi~t on the staff of the Tenn. Valley Authority- He was born at 
Hopkinsville, Ky., a p t .  20, 1W0, and has been a student of bird I i e  since 
1916. His specialty is the study of bird life of definite a r e a  

Benjamin R. Warriner (T. 0. S. Jan., 1933) is in the insurance businerrs 
at Corinth, Miss., which is so close to the state line that we Rave "annexed" 
him t o  Tennessee. He was born at Corinth June 10, 1882, and has been 
studying birds for twelve years, although he says he was interested in them 
since boyhood. His chief fort is migration. 

R(obert) A(damar1 Wilson (T. 0. S. 10-26-1917) of Nashville is on the 
gtaff of f e Narhville Banner and has been editor of its "Fins, Furs and 
Feathers" Sunday feature for twenty-five years. He was born at Cannons- 
burg, Pa., July 8, 1954, and so far = we know is our oldest member. He 
i s  a finished writer and sayn his chief interest in Birds lies in their aesthetic 
contribution to the cheer of life. 

George 8. Woodring (T. 0. S. 12-12-1927, Editor 1930-34) of Nashville 
i~ a bank teller by occupation. He was born at Naakville Auguet 5, 1904, 
and  ha^ been interested in birds about fifteen years. Mr. Woodring was The 
Migrant's first Editor and recalls with pleasure "the midnight oil" he burned 
while trying to get it out on time. We is chiefly interestmj in life higtorg 
studies and in the water birds o f  Radnor W e .  

LARGE FLOCKS OF DOVES: After the nesting season, Doves usually 
gather together in a m d l  docks o f  from six to twenty and are generally ob- 
served in those nmnbers during the winter. Frequently, however, singles or 
?mas and threes rare encountered. There are times, however, when the presence 
of much feed in fields will attract many of these acattemd moups with the re- 
sult that an immense Rock i s  assembled. Mr. L. C. Jacobs, Chairman of the 
T e n n w e  Fish and Game commission, relates that om Jan. 1, 1936, near 
Manchester, he saw at least 500 Doves in a buckwheat fidd and that in an- 
other ddd nearby in which mrghom had been raised, there was another very 
large flock. Mr. W. 0. Tirrill of Nashville saw a flock ~f about 400 on Dec. 
I4 1934, near the eastern Iine of Sumner County. They were feeding in s 
corn field in which many o f  the ears had been left ungathered. In Sunflower 
County, Mississippi, on Jan. 22, 1986, Mr. W. L. White reports seeing a flock 
which he estimrated at more than 1,000, during a spell of very coId weather. 
A large flock that was very unusual, because of the lateness of the date, was 
seen on April 9, 1916, feeding on the ground in an open'wooded pasture. At 
this date, many of the local Dwes were nesting so it is probable that the flock 
consisted of northern birds engaged in migration. This last mentioned flock, 
about 200 in number, was seen by the Editor. 



A LIST OF T. 0. S. OFTICERS 
BY HABBY C. MONK 

Ernmination of tha Minutes of the Society gives the following lib of d- 
m since the beghing. Prior to 1080, sleet ion^ were M d  on the Fall Field 
Day but after that dak they were held on the Spring Field Day and tmm 
of oflice begin on July ld following. 

Yew Pwsidmtt V+P#$. Vi#-P~ss. ViceP74s. Sect?/, w Cwmh 
E~sat T ~ ? L  Mid. Tsnn. Weat Tmn. Sec.-Tvea8. 

1815 Webb ,,,,,,,,,-- Hughes ---,,,,,-,- Merritt Gmier 
1916 " 

II - - ---- - - - -- Mayfield 
1917 " Hughes Strong Maury n n 

I M S  " 
n I? n HaslocL n 

1910 " McDonaId Mayfield 9~ ID n 

1020 Mayfield " Webb n Monk n 

lDSl " !I Vaughn Robins II ,I 

1922 Ganier J> ,I ?I I I  

n 
McNiah 

1988 " U- I* 
*I I? 

1924 Vaughn Mrs. MayAeld " tl Ganier 
1925 " 

$9 Shaver I, 8- #9 

1926 Monk ,I II ,I Wslker #I 

1027 Shaver *I McNi~h II #I M 

1028 Sharp 1, Monk I* n II 

1920 n II Coffey Crook H 

1980 Ganier 1) Hayes n 
~t Monk 

1081 Ijams Earnberg #I PI G d e r  
1982 Coffey Crouch --------- L d e y  A 

lOS8 " Ijarns MagAeId ,,,,,,,,,,. >I n 

1984 Mayfield Tyler Vaughn Coffey n 
II 

1985 " 91 II PI Hamberg Shwp 

Editor-Treasurer, G. B. Woodring (1930-19843, A. F. Ganier (1936-1. .- 

THE ROUND TABLE " - 
1 

BELL'S VIREO AT MEMPHIS: The d l  %unimproved" area btwe811 
the rear of some North Parkway homw and the L. L N. R. R, tracks, and 
in the #hadow of the Sears-Roebuck building, hm proved an unusual bird 
haven. A clump of trees, bu~hes, vines, and back-yard hedges, along a creak, 
shelter quite a number of nesting birds. Since the Painbd Buntin (pair 
No. 1 o f  lest summer) nests hem, this spot haa baM oitsn viaid. The 
song of  a Warbling Vireo -8 alw pointed out to bird stndenta and an o w  
sional Red-eye or Whi- Vireo noted Homer,  the ahort mng of a vireo, 
appamntly the Warbling with Uoff' notea, fIpal1y brought realization of a 
bird song different from the others. The song earned to be a crma be- 
that of  the Warbling and that of the W h i w e d  and I determined h identify 
ib owner. The ninger proved b be a mall  vireo closely rwembling tha 
W M h y e d  species. It possessed white wing-bars and the yellow underneath 
was less intense than that o f  the Wbxyed. The eye was canspicuoudy 
dark and the w r i n g  was faint if pmmt at all. Ib 8ong wrrs shdioudy 
learned and later seemed mom to m b l e  that of the Bluebid and of t8e W e  
bling V i m .  T h i s  bird was  eeen many times mid was &own an June 24th to 
Mesarrs. Eugene Odum and Coit Coker, of Chapel Hill, N. C., wha later -to 
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frcrm the West that the "Seambebuck Vireo" d w l y  resembled the Least 

p V i m  ( V h  bdli ~ ~ ) .  The nat  and two 6 iled egks of this vireo 
p was found on June 80, h i l t  four feet up in an e E  bush m the thicket. It  

was Bandoned ehortly afhr, and I was unable t o  locate another dthougb 
k the pair scolded from likely places. Following our Iocd p d m t  ( a ~  s%t 

in the aae of the formerly wry rare Painted Bmting), we did not ~ 0 1 l d  

'I< one of the birds to ~ubsbntiste a first Tennessea recoxd of what we feel 
was the Bell's Virm ( V h o  be% bdZi). Rather we hope to Ihd it here amb 
n-t spring at the swne loealitg. Knowing the other vireos by dght and eong, 
we feel that no mfetake has bean made here; the bird tallies- with the deserip- 

l. tion of the Bell's, e8pecially IU to ib song. BEN B. C O m ,  Memphis. 

A WHITE 1131s NEAR MEMPHdIS: On the morning of September 2, 
while struggling through the foot of soft mud that overlies a small 8hall0w 

*^ 
pond just south-east of Nwth Lake, about eight miles south-west of Memphir, 
I noticed a peculiarly &taped heron-like bird, sitting on a dead snag about 
100 yards away. With the glasses, it appeared t o  have reddish-orange l e e ,  

*.* and a very long, dawn-curved reddish bill, with which it was preening its 
feathers; the rest of the plumage was a grayish white. Disregarding the two 
hundred shore birds that fed in the &allow water nearby, I was attempting 

4x to approach closer to this qneer bird, when, with a loud squawk, he left hi3 
perch, circled over my head, and then struck out over the lake. This manoeuvre 
clearly showed hi# black-tipped primaries, entirely white plumage, and c u d  
bill; he flew with neck ontstretched and was slightly larger than a Little Blue 
Heron. A thorough search of the lake failed to flush the bird agaln, but the 
light was gmd, the distance (when he flew over) less than Afty fmt, and 
there is no other bird which thlr description would fit except the White TMa 

'B 
( h r a  alba). This bird is a summer resident in Bouth Carolina, Florida and 
along the Gulf Coast. The prmant record is the fir& for this species in Ten- 
~ ~ ~ S ~ ~ . - F R A N K L I N  MCCAMEY, Memphis. 

BIRDS ABOUT A FARM HOME: W e  live in summer in s log cottage I 

on a Giles County farm, and the birds which nest about the place are numer- 
ous and afford us much pleasure. The house is set in a two-acre grove of 
black locust trees which in turn is lurromded by pastured lands, A never- 
failing wring flows from the hillside near the house and this perhaps is one 
reason we have ao many birds n&ng new. The birds which nest in and 
about the grove are rn f o l l m :  Orchard Orioles 10 pairs, Mockingbirds I 
pairs, Catbirds 3 pairs, Doves 4 paim, Brown Thrashers 2 pairs, Summer 
Tanagers 2 pairs, Blue-jays 5 paira, Bluebirds 8 pairs, Bewick'a Wrene 2 
paim, Carolina Wren, Cardinal, Tufted Titmouse, Red-bellied Woodpecker, 
Chimney Swift, Chipping Sparrow, Indigo Bunting, and YeIlow-billed Cuckoo, 
1 pair each. Birds seen daily but whwe nests have not been located are 
Carolina Chickadees, Blue-gray Gnateatehers, Black-and-white Warblers, 
Wood P m  and Field Sparrows. From a thicket across the field comer the 
song of a Chat and Meadow Larks and Killdeers Iive in the open fields about. 
Down near the creek, in a grove of beech Gees, near the barn, a pair of Barn 
OWIS have their hendqnarters, and an old +key tenant who lives there heam 
the young give their odd d s  during the summer. Many other sorts of birdti 

-& of course make occasional visita to the p h m . 4 ~ ~ ~  O o m ~ e  (MRS. SAY H.) 
. . R ~ F B S ,  Euford. 

& 
THE DOVE BUNTING SEASON: The seamn for hunting these birds, 

$' d l  which has heretofore been from September 1st  to December lSth, hm been -. set forward in the South ta from Septemhr 21st b January 6tb, by the U. S. 
Biological Survey. The chief reawn is  becaum of the fact that some doves 

I 
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extend their negting into hptedm and Iate reared birds are of small a b  
and offer easy tar@. Some iurther r€anans which occur b ua are as fol- 
lows: Many hunks wiU not regist tbe tcrmphtlon to shoot other game, ~ u c h  
ae quail, if allowed afleld with a m; whih d m  ham held their own fruIr1~1 
wll, d l  the advent of faat b i g h ~ a  and auto kansprtation now guts tsn 
h ~ ~ i n t h e W t o ~ e ~ d ~ ~ a a d t h e d o v ~ ~ a n ~ o o ~ l U n u c  
to stand the strain; the uual hot dry wather of 8ep-ber 1, dover 
to water holea and abooting them there, ua is a favored Eustom, P* of 
the mtnm of '%aith@, now o u t l a d  for ducks; th8 hmm w h  cm-d 
that the doves will dl k gone by Oetober 1, are in error for the= bhda dl 
not leave a grain growing state like T e n n m  to go south Bto cotton country. 
Giving up the a t o m  of hunthg dovee on the Labor Day holiday ia a pbt  
that has been rdared with s4me merit and about the only counter we can offer 
to that irr that the dmt of Segtembr urnally h d a  the weather too hot to hunt. 
We referred the qwaeetlon to our f d h  m m k ,  Dan B Gray, of the Maury 

County grain kit, beeaua as a lreen bird akrdmt and loper of hunting as 
d l ,  we felt him best q a l i h d  to dm ap the situation. Mr. Gray's reply, In 
which we cunmr, is gim Below: 

"In regard to the new llmita for the dove e. The way I feel abut it, 
t b % ~ o ~ h t t o f a v o x t b e ~ s o a t h a t d h ~ l f k e I p t o ~ -  
ate the shmthg, and while it is tma that It would be c a n h  b kill the Umit 
on Bept. 1 than it would b m Oct. f I am In f ~ ~ r  of the later mm, and 
most of my frianda bere bo f d  the sums way, although a friend or two 
in Columbia, when I wm &re hnt  WE&, to feel the other way, in fa& 
one of thm add if they w d d  opn  the a%aron 1, and make it last only 
twow&heddUtteitbattertbanamiron!mt.21hJm.5. You 
are right about the nvrmberrr of dmm Sept 1; also the old anen haps 
not cwnpleW their m d t  by that time, and of #rum fly faater later on. It 
ia traa, however, that they do not feed In the wheat gtubble amr the wee& 
a a d h e s m v e r W g r o o ~ l d , f o r t h q d o ~ W t o f s e d h h v g e w e r .  But 
as wheat h cut in ame and July and tb weedl have ah w& or more W 
grow,thepareOenerallpa~t~thieLon%~l~thepareonOet.1. The 
point they make about Labor Day I think is not worth mmzh If s man want9 
to oh& dom, he will Bug. a l h s e ,  no mattar when the seasrw o p m .  

'*Inregml~thedoves~gcs l lgone'bgOctol>er  I; ifthey- not ahot 
a t i n % p k m b e r , I t h i n k ~ d d # t a y .  Ierpeetalotofthetnlktbrrpotts- 
men are gutting up ia due to d h p p o i n h t  fn having to wait s month longer. 
E h q k l y  who haa ah& dowa knows tbst any gmh M d  where they con- 
mgak Is only g d  for a few days shooting, - they get w3ld qdckly and 
will leave any place where they are peraiatently shot at. I thlnk that doves 
aromd here have d e c d  mm, but not vmy mu&, in W last 20 years. 
There are not as many m tlarrol thir year, due to the fact that tha ground 

t waa covered with ice and snow for a couple of wmks last winter, snd many of 
them b and Btarved to d d  

k "Persondly, I 11d much rather work hard an and get the Wt, than 
to dt under a buah and kill the limit In an how. When f do that, I feel lIke 
1 h a w t l o s t ~ d a f s ~ ~ Q i ~ ~ f D d o W 1 ~ w D f ~ ~  f 
believe the later semm w3lI d t  in arrr ha* more doma in the State, 
and that ia what the sportamen ought to wanLn-DAM R. GUY, Mount Plerra- 
mt. I * r i*. 

&.. A ^ I .  . 
" - <  

5 
< 
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SCARCITY OF WRDS IN LATE SUMMER: Thia bird note i6 for the 
purpose of telling what I do not know rather than what I do know. My pur 
poae is to invite from readers of T h  M i g m ~ t  notes and articles that will tend 
to solve my question: What becomes of the birds in July-August-September2 
What beeornea, more particularly, of the Orchard Orioles in late summer? 
Thh bird a r r i w  in the Mid-South in April, and nests here. During the 
month of June it is common along the roadsides, in yards, and orchards almost 
every-where. Suddenly, aay the laat of July or sooner, the bird disappears. 
Where does he go? Also, what happens to many other kinds of birds at this 
season? Of courw it ia generally understood that after the nesting season 
nearly all of the birds grow quiet. They sing less, indeed many kinds seem 
to leave off singing entirdy. But surely many of them leave the country. 
In the early surnrner here in North-east Mississippi, four miles from Tennes- 
see, the Indigo Buntings are among the most abundant of the migrants. A 
walk through their usual haunts in early September reveals only a few scat- 
tared ones. The same is true of the wmbbrs. En the d s  an occasional 
wood thrush la seen or heard, but they are not to be compared in numbera 
with their abaundance of early summer. Summer Tanagers are still found, 
though rarely. Is an answer found in the fact that the birds are stilI here, 
but dull and Ifstksa and therefore difficult to flnd? Or do they actually leave 
the country? I f  they leave, where do they ~O?-WIAMXN R. W A ~ I N ~ ,  
Corinth, Miss. 

RADNOB LAKE NOTES: The h n  that was firnt m on Radnor Lake 
Dm. 18th, was recorded there each Sunday untiI it was found nearly dead on 
July loth, floating upon the anrfaee of the water. Upon examination, the bird 
was found t o  be very smadrrted, there being wry little flesh on ita body. There 
w u  no apparent reason for this oondition as the bird was observed a few 
wmks before its death, feeding upon a small sun Ash. Thii expIains the 
u n u s d y  late records for this Loon aa have been recorded in these notes k- 
foq. There were neven Terns, believed to be Least Terns, flying over the 
lake on Sept. 1st. The first water fowl seen on the lake this fall were ob- 
served on Sept.  22nd, 4 Horned Grebes. A few lab  nesting recurds as taken 
from my not% book; a colony of Barn Swallowe feeding young in their nests 
on June 30th, EEhgbii with young June 80th, Chat nest with 1 egg and 1 
mall young on July 1 4 t h A ~ a ~ E  B: WODRING, Nashville. 

HOW A CUCKOO ATE A CATERPILLAR: On September 9, while out 
looking for birds, I saw a Yellow-billed Cuckoo light on a large electric wire 
about twenty feet away. 1 noticed that the bird had a hairy cakrpilIar about 
one and r half or two  he he^ long In ita bill. Instead of giving the eaterpilIar 
a few sharp blows against the wire to kill it before swalluwhg it, I noticed 
that the cuckoo was working it up into a gulp by rdeasing it and then catch- 
ing it again a little nearer one end. By this means the caterpillar m a  
worked through the bill f rom one end t o  the other seperal times until it was 
IiGrdly a pulp. All this time I was wondering i f  the Cuckoo was not just 
aucking the juice from the caterpillar and did not intend swallowing it at all. 
But, after the caterpillar was thoroughly pulped up, it was  swallowed in the 
t r ~ u  f~hi~Il.--G= DAVIS, M~rimbom. 

REELFOOT LAKE impmvemente are under way, by C.C.C. forces, which 
will make the  attraction^ of the Lake and its awamga more U b l e  to 
naturalists. B o u b y s ,  trdls, fooblogs and markers are p h e d  and these 
will a b l e  visitom to genetrate at w season Into p l m ~  where one rut now 
wade and employ a guide. The creation of an herbarium about the Biological 
ltatfm at Walnut Log la one of the objectives. 
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A TRlP TO A HIGHLAND MARSH: About seven miles north of Spring- 
field there is a thirty-acre marsh in a low area of the more or less level wun- 
try which ~urrounds it. In early spring, the low woods adjacent are also 
floded to a shallow depth. The marsh proper is well grown with cat-tails 
and other sorts of marsh grasses, interspersed with thick patches of butt#- 
bushes and occasional dead tree trunks and stumps. The place holds water 
the year round and has small Ash and minnows in it. 

During the afternoon of May 18 and the morning of May 19, I spent a 
number of pleasant hours at this interesting place. The bird life here is of 
such variety as can only be found in a few other spots in Middle Tennessee. 
From the Red-shouldered Hawk, soaring with ita young, to the Pronthonotary 
Warbler, building i ts nest in re knot hole, there is an unexcelled array of avian 
life. Most of the afternoon of the eighteenth I spent in hunting for the King 
Rail or i t s  nest, but to no avail (see M-nl June '84, p. 28). However, a 
better discovery was made. As I came through a patch of button-bushes, a 
female Wood Duck whistled over my head. It undoubtedly had young for as 
I searched the plot that it had arisen from it repeatedly flew over my bead. 
My belief was substantiated when, on the following morning, from the railroad 
at the other extremity of the marsh, I saw another Wood Duck lead six duck- 
lings across some open water in the cat-tails. These six brown, downy young- 
sters fallowed their mother in double AIe untiI f plunged in after them, 
whereupon they disappeared into the rushes. In all probabilities theae birds 
nested in the PiIeaW Wdpecker holes that adorned the dead trees. The 
evening of the eightenth, as I walkd toward my camp (an abandond cabin),  
a Woodcock amse in a twisting flight from the shaded bog where it had been 
feeding. That night I was entertained by the peeping8 of the  tree frogs, the 
resonant hIlowings of the bull frogs and the distant Laughing call of the 
Barred OWL 

A pouring rain awoke me the following morning, and, to my dismay, it 
continued with scarcely a stop until eleven o'clcck. While waiting for the rain 
to abate, I spent some time in watching a Wood Pewee build its nest, which 
is an enlargement of that of a Hummingbird, in a sweet gum tree near the 
cabin, At ten o'clock L realized that the rain had no intention of  stopping, so 
1 started out to 8ee how the birds were faring. Aa I entered the marsh I warl 
greeted by a sweet song that was quite unfamiliar to me. There were five 
notes in the song, which resembled that of the Carolina Wren; the two last 
notes were on a descending d e .  For nearly fifteen minutes I followed this 
eluaive sonpter through the button-bushes, but waa unable to get even a 
glimpse of It. Finally, I decided that I might as well stop and let it make the 
next mow. Ite curiosity won caused it to fly into a cottonwood tree overhead 
to get a look at me. Although I remained there for only two or three semnds, 
i ts appearance wm thoroughly imprinted in my mind. It was neither heard 
m seen ragain. Its size, a yellow breast, a grey hood, and a black band at the 
base of the hood in front, idenmed it aa a Mourning Warbler, one of Ten- 
n-'8 rarest transient& The three or four 0th local spring record% also 
4cmx during the middle of May. 

T h m g h  the small trees on the west side of the marsh a family of five 
Whi*breasted Nuthatches aertrched diligently up and down the trunks for 
insect& Leaving the wooded a m  I again entered the more open part, It waa 
surprising to note the scarcity of hd-wing Blackbirds. Only Ave pair were 
s m .  In every dead tree there were Downy and Red-bellied Woodpecker holes, 
some of which contained the nests of the Cresbd Flycahher, Chickadee, Tit- 
mouse, Prothonotmy Warbler, and Spamrw Hawk. Reluctant though I was to 
Ieaw thin fertile field of observation, a glance at my watch told me that I must 
be on my way. As I lefk a Red-dmuldered a w k  circled overhead to bid me 
a flnol farm& JACK CALEOUN, Nashvlb. 





. -. . 

AN ALBINO RED-TAILED HAWK: About January 5, there was caught 
in a trap &out 20 miles nouth of Chattanooga, at McLmore Coo& an albino 
Red-hiled Hawk. The plumage of the bird i s  mtfrely pure white a*c~pt  
for a mall blackish speck on the left shoulder. A h t  ten days later the 
bird was brought to Chattanooga and I took the opportunity to emmine and 
measure it. The bill is white, somewhat pinkish at the base; tbe pu il black; 
the iris apparently yellowish, though I was not able to sw it clear% in the 
dim light available; the targi yellow and the claws morrtly black. The 
measurements are as f d l o w ~ ;  length 19,5, wing 14.78 and tdl 9.0, all: in 
inches, Thme agree with the measurements of the male Ited-tailed Hawk; the 
female of the Red-shouldered, the only hawk with which it might be con- 
fused, is appreciably smaller. The captive had besn fed a squirm1 and a 

- chicken when I tiaw it, the owner no doubt thinking it w a ~  the standard diet 
for this bird. I urged him to reIease it, but have hem unable to learn of 
ita final disposition. Wrtsm K. B ~ s ,  Chattanooga. 

[Nm:-Them is a published recurd, with photo, of a perfect albino Red- 
tailed Hawk, captured near Nashville in 1980. Thh was reported on by Dr. 
H. C. Sanborn in T b  W&m Buiktiw, VoL 42, p. 220.-E&m~] 

A SEPTEMBER CENSUS AT KNOXVILLE: The annual (alI day) fall 
migration census by the Knoxville group was taken on Sept. 15. Seventy 
species of birds were listed by the twenty-fin ob~iexve~  who took the field. 
The Ialand Home bird sanctuary served as the focal point for the listing, 
which also included the Ialand Airport and the Tennessee River. Since no 
gagternher bird lists have appeared in The Mipruat the speciee noted are 
recorded blow. 

Green heron, turkey vulture, Cooper's hawk, sparrm hawk, sharp-shinned 
hawk, bob-white, killdeer, spotted sandpiper, mourning dove, yellow-billed 
cuckoo, screech owl, nighthawk, chimney swift, hummingbird, kingfisher, hairy 
wdpecker, downy woodpecker, pileated woodpecker, &-headed woodpecker, 
red-bellied wdpecker, flicker, kingbird, phnebe, wood pewee, Acadian fly- 
catcher, blue jay, purple martin, crow, tufted titmouse, chickadee, whits- 
breasted nuthatch, Carolina wren, Bewick's wren, brown thrasher, mocking- 
bird, catbird, w d  thrush, olive-backed thrush, robin, bluebird, blue-gray 
gnabtcber, cedar waxwing, a h l i n g ,  4 - e y e d  v i m ,  yellow-throated vim, 
whjk-med vireo, black and white warbIer, T e n n e s ~  warbler, mafloiia wax- 
bler, chestnubsidd warbler, pine warbler, W i l m  warbler, prairie warbler, 
Kentodry waxbler, Maryland yellowthroat, yellow-breasted chat, Canadian 

red-- meadowlark, orebard oriole, purple grackle, ~ u m m  tan- 
-, Engli#h &sparrow, American goldfheh, fleM a p a m ,  mong sparrow, tow- 
hee, mdind, indim bunting,-E. P. Urns, Knoxville. 

OBSERVATIONS FROM NORTH-EAST TENNESSEE: The Brewer's 
Blackbird (Eupbgm cgrataomphah) put in its appearance near Johnm 
City, Tenneam, Aprll 20, 1986. Thirr bird had been expected and long was 
the dgil for It. There were repork, r or more ago, of ih ap-ce 
in North Camlina, which added mst to the search. The olwmation wm made 
slang the edge of a "rainy weather" lake. Ample time wae had for the in- 
apsetion with binocolam and I was able to approach withiu * feet More 
provoking flight. Thiar in rs casual occurrence of Intar&. It may indieata 
a kwhq towafd -ding lb breeding ground attatward from that orighdly 
occupied wsst from the M M p p i  Valley. The identiilcation is not d ~ u l t ;  
the male bird xewmbles the Red-winged but without red on the wbga rrnd has 
whitish eye6 and lmrgbh head. The female is not striped, re-bling more 
the femalm of the Rmty but f more graybh. T b   specie^ apgeare b have 
the combbad Fharacterbtta of the Rwty and the EM-winged. I do not like 



the names of persons applied t o  birds, The Brewer'@ Blackbird d m  not say 
much to the arttldent. If the scientific nname had been followed, it would have 
baen d e d  the Purple-headed Blackbird. The specific portion of the scientific 
name, qammphdw, io derived from the Greek cum,  meaning purple lrnd 
asphdw, head, w geientiAcally speaking wa have the purple-headed Euphagnr 
aa contradad with the C&a Euphagus or Rusty Blackbird. 

The Easbrn House Wren ap@ at Johnson City, Tcmr~es~#, April 26, 
1986. This species is  -larl~ obeemed during migration but nerta here 
only with extreme rarity. A few milea b the north, in Virginia, it nesh 
mg~Iarly. Perhapa, in time, It will =tend its habitat ta include this locality. 
. . . The Northern Water-Thrush was o b m e d  at Johnson City, Tenneesee, 
May 5, 1985, a very rare bird in this section. . . . The Yellow-Throahd Vireo 
was found nesting May 19, 1986, on Indian Ridge, about four mile8 north- 
wardly from Johnson City, Tbe nest was located in an oak tree on the south- 
em dope of a dell j u ~ t  north of the top of the ridge, about twenty feet up 
and tan feet out, on one of the lower limbs. The newt was made in the uaual 
v h  fonn, covered with lichen8 and lashed between forking branches. The 
nest contained a full clutch of four eggs incmbahl about four days. Tbiu 
was a rare find. 

The Starling continua i t s  useful life here though in somewhet raduced 
numbers. Since the advent of the Starling there has apparently been a 
marked reduction in the number of insect pests in our gardens. For instsnce, 
I: haw raised potatoes for two years -out applying poison to control the 
bugs, and this year I have gathered s ~ t  corn unblemished by the corn borer, 
swnething not done here for many years. One hag but t o  obeerve the feeding 
habit6 of the Starling b be assured of their value b agriculture. Watch them 
as a flock of hundred or more birds glean the insects from the farmem fields, 
strutting along, they turn over each mall  stone, chip or leaf to find their 
food. Highly insectivemus, they are a bleasing to the farmer. It eems to be 
the consensus of.opjnion that we are short about one-third of our native birds. 
Perhaps this shortage wilI be replaced by the Starling, resulting in a better 
control of noxious insects.-Brrum P. TYLER, Johnson City. 

w 
HOW A BOY SCOUT EARN$ HIS MERIT BADGE FOR BIRD STUDY: 

To obtain a Merit Badge for Bird Study, a Scout must: 
1. Produce a list of forty species of wild birds which have been personally 

obsewed, and positively identified in the field. 
2. Produce a list showing the greate8t number of specie8 that he has s m  

in the field in one week. 
3. Produce a list, derived from personal observation, of twenty speciatr of 

birds particularly noted for their value to agriculture in the destruction of 
iasects. 

4 
4. Produce a list, derived from personal reading, of ten birds of prey par- 

ticularly useful in the destruction of rats and mice. 
6. Name ten species of birds particularly useful in protecting the trunb 

of trees from borers, bark-lice, and scale insects. 
6. Describe at 1-t two bird boxes and two food tables that have been 

smbd by him, the species of birds that have ken attracted by them, and 
how many of the birds have nested in these boxel. 

7. State what ha has done tu protect birds from wicked and unjust slaugh- 
ter; to promote long, closed season8 for vanishing species; and to promob 
the creation o f  bird preserves and sanctuarie~ 

To the experienwd bird student these requirements from the "Handbook 
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for Boys" must #em elementmy hid, and thlm they r a y  srs when we 
consider how broad &d ample% the bird field m y  -8 for tha weed 
rmtudmt, but beginner, tIm EIcoat who hae detwmhed to mrn ME Marit 
Badge for Ehd B a y p  laoh at these re@rammh with an enkirdy diff-t 
aspect. To him they qmbolips kwni of stndy over bird bob and dPw of 
tramping Ad&, d m & ,  and fiumr. Zl;e that, although all d the 
w m k  will be hkeatiag, I t  wil1.b diicult. 

The dmt mmt which d l a  for the prduction of Ua 1Lt of fortg 
apeciea of wild birds which have hem m a l b  o M r  and pttiwly iden- 
tided in the field," has bean tom14 by W f l h m  T. Horn&yp hst that wiU 
determine the Wta and ability of any beginnar h the gr#tical, abdy of 
bird$'. It t certainly a b g 6  if completed, will give- the Scout an en- 
trance into the bird world. At any rate, all &outs conddm it the m t  d%- 
cult of the mm raqtttsm%nts, probably becanm of the fact that in m g W  
this one wqaiment mueh progregs ia usually made toward the of 
the other & 

Whm I iirst begzn wotk on this requiremant, I )mew d y  fo- Wrds, 
bat by ma& M d  work and by the m d y  d b o d e  on rablact, 1 waa able 
b sffQct a shady increase in the numbr of my bird acquahtanee8. I fd 
Chester A, hd's  "Bird duide" with its colored plates to be an excelIent fleM 
guide for the beginner, and I am mra that there are other good onarr with 
which I am not f d i a r .  A mliabb guide of one sort. ar moth= ia warential 
h the p r o m s  af w y  brgln?er. 

While f wus w o r h g  on thu drat requirement, I wan fortunate mmgh tO 
have the opportrzlli* to go on a bird ?dke with Mr. Bruce P. Tyler msnd Mr. 
Robrt B. Lyh of Johnson City. There k n o t b h  in the m w  of h d p  of a 
b a g h e r  that b so helpful aa an -tion with a living teacher, who can 
go in the open with him and name the M r d ~  accurately, and 1 was especially 
fortunata in having an asaaclatloa with them men, who have had eo much 
ergcrience In the deId of bird Mdy. 

The third requirement which calla for the prodwtim af 4 l i e  ddermed 
from p e r m 1  obsemation, of tPPentg apeeies of birds particuIarly noted for 
Wrdaeto~~hthed~kue#mdk~YisrmEsstthatdlr 
i c r o a m e ~ w w k o r r ~ ~ d ~ ~ f n ~ f m d a c c u r a ~ ~  
sonnlotWW~sof th$birckof  t h s v k h i ~ t o d e ~ w h i e h m r e n ~  
in thm de&&&n ,of Iaadeta Tt ia nat dlfbdt b a t ;  all that is m 
wiredfuMWmk h t h a & m d i n . ~ p m ~ l m a H e t o ~ & e  
bhdr h g  ak W maat ~ & l  m p a t l a n  uf dw-g man's enemy, the 
in#& 

TbQ ethar ws w f h m  ssid, are met naturally M p r o m  k 
un ths &t one, and -.of caused me any particular tfoubIe. 

1 ~ t  hvu reqnkmata, wMch ebb that the mt must have e M  
bird h e s  and f& bblw md have doae romethlng dehite 'b p r o w  bird 
from wicked and unjad daughter," ssem b me to require a type of work that 
is moa hpo-t and one that shothd be stresstad even more in order that we 
may keep our bird friendr with w. 

Now that I have fulfilled eite raqnirtunants and have qualified for my 
Merit B d s e  for Bird Study, 1 rdh tbat my work has mt been without ita 
ramaneration. I have bad the raW&im of  aeeing a W u l t  task compIebd, 
and, because of my rrtudr, Z e h d  alwaya have an invaluable perwnaf rela- 
ffonship with nature.-Ru~m~& B. D m  ( E w b  S m t ) ,  Bkiatol. 
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it D trot n m m e  tb go b e y d  it." 

EDITORIALS 
October 7th marks the twentieth anniversary of the founding of the Ten- 

naww Omitbdogicsl Society, the &st State organization of i t s  kind t o  ba 
attempted in the Houth. Shcs that time, we have witnessed the organization 
of aritllflar wcieties in Kentucky (19231, in Virginia (1Q29) and such an or- 
ganhtion is now being effmt& in Georgia. It is hopd  that other ~tates 
will fall in line. National organizations for the study of birds, ~uch as the 
American Ornithologiab' Union and the Witon Ornithological Club, have 
been friendly toward the formatjon of state and local organizations, knowing 
that they reached and developed new human materfd by remn of closer 
contacts. 

The M i g m t  has conaiatently resarved its paps for the publication of 
matter pertaining to birds rather than to their observers. On the present 
ocrsasion, however, it s e m a  fitting to d m k  the major portion of  our space 
to telling something about the people who have made or who are making the 
Society pasible-who by their organized efforts have enabled those of us 
who have, in birde, a common inhmt  b know each other. We do not choose 
to bs hermits and no game is worth the playing without the companionship 
of our fellows. 

The accomplishments of the T. 0. S. are reviewed on other pages. Cumu- 
lstively they are large and although it has sometimes been dacult  to per- 
ceive them, from month to month, yet we can look back rand see a steady and 
definite development. More people are becoming interested in birds and in- 
weasingly do they form the topic of convereation. They are being given no- 
tice by far more people, who are anxious to learn something about them, 
Birds are being regarded as fellow beings rather than as inanimate objects 
unwoxthy of notice. Conmation, however, while it ranks high in our pro- 
gram, is not our greatest end for being. Bird protection now an assured 
reality, the Society may give more attention to the interesks of its members 
with a view of increasing their pleasure by assisting them toward finding 
plea~ant recreation in the study of birds. 

The Society's annual Fall Field Day will be held at Nashville on Sunday, 
Oct. 13, 1935. The day has been designated as the occasion for celebrating the 
twentieth anniversary of the Society's founding and members from all parts 
of the State and elsewhere are urged to be present. Cars will meet at 16th 
and Broad at 8:15 a. M., from whence they will go to Idlewild Wood on Stones 
River. Luncheon will be served on the grounds. 
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