


BIRD BOOKS 
11 We have in our store, or can obtain for you on short notice, 11 

these books on Bir 

- L .- Y ,  

{A% Pocket Nature 
These are the accepted pocket guides for use on field trips. Size 3?hx5# 

inches, profusely illustrated in colors. Each v.26. 
Land Birds East of the Rockies. By Chester A Reed. 
Water and Game Birds. By Chester A. $qd 
Wild Flowers East of the Rockies. By Chkster A. Reed. 
Butterfly Guide. By Dr. W. J. Holland. 
Tree Guide. By Julia Ellen Rogem. 

A FIELD TO THE BIRDS. By Roger Tory Peterson.. YourJibrary 
is not complete without this new book. Copiously illustratg in . 
wash akhd color. Ths greatest aid for identificafioii d..... , ............... $2.75 

TRAVELING WITH THE BIRDS. By Rudyard Boultw Litho- 
graphed iliwtmtiona by W. A. Weber. A book on bird migratioa 
Very intere~ting and instfuctive .................................................... $1.00 

TENN~SSEE AWAUNA By Albert F. Ganim. A distributional 
list of$he bMs of Tennessee showing how, when and where 
they W& f o e  ,in the State ............. ....- ............................................ $ .50 

 andb book of &&la of Eastern North America. By F. M. Chap 
man. Wdk f l l ~ r p d  in colors. 680 pages. ............................ ...$ 5.00 

Th Book of Bird,Ufci, By A. k Allen, Ph.D., Cornell University. 
A wealth- o$'&orrnation, pmfuse1 y illustmted ............ .... .... 9 - 7 5  

What Bird b That P By F. M. Chapman. Showing a11 of our com- 
................ ................................ mon bird? :Jllpstrated in colors. ... 

The Practical Value of Bird& By Junim Henderson. The b ~ t  book 
.. on the f d  habits of b i d  $2.6~  

Bird Neighbors. *By Neltje  blanch^ All about those bids that 
................................ ........ are moat wor&< knqwipgg Illustrated ,,. $1.00 

How to Make Friends With Birds. By Neil Momw Ladd Giving . 
...................................................... many methods o f  attracting birds. S1.M 

i * * 
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BY  FRANK:.^^ M ' C A ~ T E Y  

At one p.111, on h l > r j l  27, wr set out from W ; ~ l n u t  1,n: T,odgr, rowilia up 
Rarou du C ! l i ~ n .  TI\+> !,arty consisted of Mr. -4. F. Cut~icer, ?IT.  TI. 0. Todd 
and  .John Calhoun of Nnkhvillc, Dr. Stcagnl and  Mr. Ev;tn< o f  Illinois, Mr.  
1lr. 3.1, f alkcr KnijsrilIe, a ~ u i d e ,  nnrl the  writ^:,. :\'I. ~,r;n-cd some thrce 
n1ile.x I I I )  t h r  h:iynu an,[ aftrr  pcr~.t,,l~;ij:~: thrl h c a ! ~  ;.v:.c!.. '-!Of! yard:: of land, 
begfin thr. trrlious h:xlf-milr pnlil:g j.ob 111 I'<;IIC~I t;.~!. ~ i 1  :ow.-. anti Y U : : : ~ ~ S .  
Finally w c  r~aclicrl  0 t tvr  Basin ;u~d '*l.,ittlc (:l.anr t:r;vr~." Anrl what a sight 
it was to the writer, W I I O  h;i~I TICVC'T scL8n thc  iilir brCo!'i*. 41:11,rican Egrcts 
and Grrnt, Blur: Hcrcn:: fl-m n h o ~ ~ t ,  voici1:g tlir.ir IlarsI), ~u?;u~.a l  notea, and 
l-isinn fmnl  t h r  tl*fr:s. .I flock of 10 Elark \':1?:3:1,rv:: r :::r?enrerl circlin:: 
nbr,!lt the neat trres 2nd their llrcscncc h t > ~ r  w : ~ . i  I izwuri t)): u s  with suxpicion. 
A I a r ~ e  nest lrcc \vit:i :t s~nal l  rnaplc growin,?. nzniilst i t s  xitlc W:L.S 10~:1te(l ,  
and  the  axrcnt Iwgun, first on the nlallle until we rc;~cl~erl t h u  f i ~ ~ s t  limbs of 
the big olri cyy)rer;F, then upon it. Thc 5nnl st:igr wa:; lnadr. with tlir a.ssistance 
of a rope l.hrorvr~ ovcr :I limb above. 

Th i s  colony co~lsi:,ts n f  over 200 r~?st;i, : ~nd  a?:n~~! !:10 ;srll.~lt I: i : .r ! , i .  Tlic 
Egl*rle with the i r  n i g r ~ t k ~ s  ; ~ n d  thr IIrl'n~l.; iviih tlv*ii. !>!ttc~c,d c:rt:~:-. .+ 1: near ,  
scaldirlg, or flcrv excitet!ly about,  \;,:lilt the Vultui'fs :'.li.: ;I la:)? \i':~ler Turkey 
(Anl~ inga)  circlet1 nvr~r1ir~;lrl. l 'irl~ii~es rvcre tnkcrl o l  I :ir, . . r ? x i r n : : i ~ ~ r :  .>rlult;;, 
of tho  few young, a~ld O C  the nuineroas blue eggs in tllv r l rs ts .  12.5 t h e  s u n  
droppcd Io\wr,  we d~:zrr~ldt'rI a1111 btgan t h ~  iirc.~nll)c ,jnurvrhy I);~ck, :11"trr a 
1;)-n~rbrahle aft.ernoo:l. F::~~.licr iv t h e  CI;:y, out on tlic C!~VTI  Inkc t TVO f 'uilllnon 
Teril:., an O s p r ~ y ,  an  A 111r.rirnn Eittfi 'n,  S C ; ~ I I ~ I ,  Tral :111d ("PO: i 1;;1rl bccn :.ern; 
tl~t-r- l7rought the to ta l  li:l for t l~ i .  d : ~ y  to KG .;pcr.ic.. 

K R I . ~ ~  ,'he next morning ,  I\-e rnnto1,i.d $c,utl~ t o  S;~rnhv;.,: , j l i t l  :Y: IT  jcin-rl  
t I w ~ - ? b y  Rlrs. I,. Il. Hicks aiid 14. C. McCloskry o r  Colu:nhus, Ohio. The 
Sta:. motorboat talvrd o u r  ~.owboiif.-: tlircc 1ni1r.s :tr.i.oss t i h  !.:kc, passing a 
flf~ck of several hunri:.rrl Trcc Swullows, n " r ~ ~ f t "  o i  C:~!.::ln~-:lr?ts ; I I I I ~  many 
C'nots cnroutr. O u r  nhjcctivr: was " 3 i ~  C~.iinebwn," in tllc swamp the west 
side of tht! lake. Il,'c left t ! i ~  motorboat at the etlgc of thr:  lily ~lat ls  anrl 
paddled through t h c ~ n  in t h c  t11t.e~ slnaIl huats. IPlwn the  lilies cl~lderl, t h p  
f,~vo-)nilr: strrlgglc throu:!!) t!lr tllickr!~, saw-K1*ns.-, viilltr\~:s trntl flnotled forest:i 
hrgan. Koborly knrw t~::;~cll:; Ihr direction to go;  wt: n l e ~ ~ c l y  followcrl iIlc 
flights after the II~rorls and I?grct.: as they I1;~]>11vrl !r:~r:k :111tl fo~. th between 
" R i r  Cmn~t-own'' and thr: opt!n Ialic. Soon H-c coulrl htb;:r t ! : r :  cries m ~ d  
qqnnwks of the hil-4.i. a t  thei r  nests, and suddc~ l ly  rve pa.zsed f ~ o n l  the willow 
rroxvt.hs into l.hc stanrl o f  ancient c>-~>Y:sP 1l~11e1.c t hc  I W S ~ S  ~i-t>:,e locaterl. tl.; 
many as 40 nests wcre ill s t>mc of thc   hi^ ~ I - C F P ,  1x1~11:: of whi{:h wcre ovt31- 
100 fee t  tall, a n d  sonw tx-cr!: ,ix fcct i l l  rlinn:t~tc!-. Thr-y x t , c ~ ~  i:) rv:~tt!l+ f1.0111 

two t o  thrrt fret deep. Thc vscilcrl h i ~ r l a  flew ahout in xrral narnhera, m n r h  
ahr the d n y  brforc, rxcrpt that thcre u-1. ;~l,out lic :i~nt.s aa nl::n;:. 

R e p c a t i ! ) ~  thc 1)1-wiou.i d :~y ' s  p~occtlurr, mr rliiithcd xol?~c of  t l ~ c  large trees 
and viewed our surl-ollntlinp. I n  one  trtbr: \VFr> 1 1  t icsts,  2 of tile Cormorallt, 
5 of t h e  Great Rlut: T I r ~ o n ,  3:i:I 7 of thc  !':grd, ; I : ]  i-:it!l egg.: except onc with 
two young. The rjestii rvern great !oo:l!--worcu ~)l:itfol.ms o f  large twigs;  
some were two fect acl*oss ant1 a foot t!::rk; ::ui:~t: I~nllorct~d, others ~ n e r c  fin: 
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platfoms fmm which i t  seemed the eggs would roll off. From our position we 
had a wonderful view of our surroundings. In the green cypress trees on all 
sides of us were perched the white, graceful Egrets, in every conceivable 
position, with their plumes waving in the breeze. We could count nearly 500 
in sight a t  one time. A few Great Blues sat about, appearing uninterested 
in the proceedings, while dozens of Cormorants perched near, or sat on egm 
in the next tree, and with necks extended and orange throat-pouches vibrating, 
showed their disapproval of our intrusion by harsh, rattling, croaking sounde. 
Several hundred nests of the four species, many with eggs and some with old 
birds sitting on them, could be seen from our tree. We took pictures and 
collected a few eggs, and having had our fill of the beautiful view, we 
descended to eat lunch. In the water, under the nest trees, were found many 
dead fish of worthless varieties dropped from the nests and also a few 
young that had been killed by the fall from above. This colony numbered 
over a thousand nests, and hence somewhat over two thousand birds. 

After lunch we wadcd about, trying unsuccessfully to cIimb sweral 
trees, while one of our pai.ty, with his climbing spurs, ascended a large tree 
containing twenty nests, mostly of the Gormorant, and secured additional 
photographs. Finally the writer found a tall tree in the opep that was well 
branched. After some difficulty he reached the swaying top, nearly ninety 
fee t  above the water, and collected a set of Coinorant eggs. But the sun 
was sinking, and not wishing to be caught in the forest when darkness fd l ,  
we began to s ta r t  back. As the writer began a sliding descent from his 
lofty perch, the surrounding Egret-studded cypress, the pair of Red-shouldered 
Hawks soaring overhead, the Cormorants croaking farewell, and the hazy 
hills f a r  in the background, presented a beautiful picture. Then he was 
back in the mild and water below, and soon the trip back through the dense 
flooded swamp began. On the way out t o  the motorbat  we espicd a hitherto 
unknown Bald Eagle's nest in the top of a tall dead cypress, and an  Amer- 
ican Bittern was flashed from the "sawgrass" a little further  on. 

The rest of the trip was enjoyable, being pulled behind the motorboat. A 
great Inaft of about 500 Cormorants "took off" from the water only a short 
distance ahead, and Coots frequently pat tered along the surface at our ap- 
proach. Three Canvasbacks and forty Scaup floated a short distance away, 
as two Wood Duck and some Teal yhistled by overhead and Herring Gulls 
flxapped Iaxily along. This eventful day ended when the boats bumped the 
dock a t  Samburg at 4 p. m., and the totaI list for the day was 80 species. 

MEMPHIS, TENN., May 1, 1935. 

IN SEARCH OF THE DUCK HAWK 

BY BRUCE P. TYLER 

When early ornithologists came t o  choose a scientific name for  the Duck 
Hawk or Peregrine Falcon, they decided upon Falco I ) B I ~ P ~ ? - ~ I L U R  anntuwt, and 
this was derived as follows: Falco from Falx (Latin), a sickle. Peregrinus 
from (Latin) per, through, and ager, a field or land. Anatum from (Greek) 
ana, up, and tenlno, to cut. Hence, the bird with sickle-like talons that 
scal+ches through the fields for  its prey which is duly torn, or cut up, and 
needless to say, devoured. This is the species used during Medieval times in 
the ancient sport of falconry. The strong, the swiftest, the most daring of 
birds. It is now rare in American but where found it usually breeds along 
the water courses, nesting in high cliffs, and feeds to some extent on watcr- 
loving birds. 

On March 17, 1935, 5. D. Roller, Howard Long, Robert B. Lyle and the 
writer essayed to discover the nest of the Duck Hawk, a pcriloua task at 
the best. For years we have known tha t  the Duck Hawks nested i n ' t h e  
cliffs along Holston River. In  fact, we knew the very cliff where they dwelt. 



FormerIg, Mr. Lyle had oollected their eggs from,this same locality and we 
were all hopeful that  we would return rewarded with a clutch of fieir 
beautiful eggs and photographs of the nest. We started shortly after noon, 
drove as near as possibIe to our  rugged cliff, then afoot, over two ridges 
and came to the home of the Duck Hawk, but no falcon was i n  evidence. 
Slowly we continued our climb into the cliffs and continuously the going k 
came steeper and harder. Here Mr. Lyle suggested that I remain on a point 
that commanded a view of the face of the cliff that  was supposed to harbor 
the nest, to see if the birds flew out as the rest of the party advanced to  a 
point where a rope ladder could be dropped over the cliff, but I had no idea 
of remaining behind. I might have done so had I known the nature of the 
cliff we were bound for; however, I continued with the party. When we a p  
proached the supposed nesting site, no hawk could be seen and we proceeded 
t o  roll a few Iarge stones over the cliff, and to our joy, out came the Duck 
Hawk, cackling and screaming, very evidently disturbed from its nest by 
the falling stones. Now, the detail of the nesting site was somewhat as 
follows: We were on a narrow ledge, say 350 to 400 feet above the river, 
above us a sheer cliff, below us a sheer cliff, the sloping ledge, about ten 
feet wide, supgorted a few smaIl trees. A little further along, the ledge it 
widened slightly and a cave opened into the upper cliff, the home of the 
Vultures. 

Mr. Lyle, (Bob), commander-in-chief of the expedition, joyously began to  
get the rope ladder and life-line ready for  the descent over the face of the 
lower cliff. Mr. RolIer, the youngest and fittest, made the descent. It tested 
my courage to see that splendid boy go over the edge  of the cliff. In fact, 
I almost had the "jitters," an absolutely forbidden thing in such surrounclings, 
but I must admit that  I had to take myself rigidly in hand and i t  was with 
greatest relief tha t  I saw the climber's head and shoulders, and very shortly 
all of him, come up over the edge of that  yawning abyss and hurry up the 
life-line to the rest of the party. All the king's horses and all t he  king's 
men could not have induced me to go over that  cliff. I kept all my anxiety 
to myself, but  it hindered my usefulness, and I sought a sunny nook in the 
upper cliff where I could obseme the flight of the falcons, while twice again 
the intrepid climber went over the cliff in vain effort to locate the socght for 
nest. I had learned long since to "bend a bowIinY on a bight of rope" and 
it was m y  only service to the expendition. I had t ied  the life-line firmly 
and without possibility of slipping about the manly chest of the climber, 
and it never failed him. 

As the rest of the party searched the cliffs, I lay in my sunny nook in 
the upper cliff, watching the flight of the Duck Hawks, beautiful beyond 
description as they flew back and forth over the river and along the craggy 
cliff, scolding, screaming, cackling, because we were very near their nest. 
Poising high above, they would fold their wings nearly to their bodies and 
dive, once at a Vulture that seemed to annoy them, frequently seemingly at 
nothing, possibly just for the joy of flying, the joy of strength and the skill 
of ages. Again they would soar back and forth. My field glass gave me a 
near view of all this. I was wonderfully impressed, for I had never before 
observed their flight so closely. Possibly no one but us knew of their presence 
here and there was satisfaction in feeling that  while nearly anyone else 
than a bird lover would have thought they should be shot down because they 
were hawks, our viewpoint was one of admiration and nothing could have 
induced us to kill one of them. 

The sun was getting low as we turned our weary feet homeward down 
the narrow ledge, down the rock-strewn bluff to the river, over the two 
ridges to our waiting car and homeward, tired, hungry and disappointed, but 
loving it. Meanwhile, father and mother Duck Hawk returned to find their 
nest intact, to  cluck to their precious eggs or fledgelings, mindful tha t  their 
ability to choose an impregnable stronghold for their nesting had saved 
them. 

JOHNSON CITY, TENN., April 1, 1935. 
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NOTES ON SOME EVERYDAY BIRDS 
BY JAMIE ROSS 'MPPENS 

There is drama and excitement in the everyday happenings in the bird 
world, even in so small and prosaic n place as a mburban yard. For thosc 
of us lvho love to peek into the family affairs of o u r  feathered fric~rls and  
f~!lom the fortunes and m i ~ f o r t u n e a  that are theirs as they 11iatc and build 
and war their young, t h ~ r e  is much that reminds us of the daily doings in n 
village of peoplo, like ourselves. I n  turn,  they have their moments of happi- 
ness, of anxiety, of play, of fear, of conquest and of toil. Solnctimes I set 
down in my notebook the chief events of the day that I have noted in the 
little "bird village'' that centers about my home and a t  thrl rcquest of tba 
Editor, am giving some of thc notes below. 

"April 3, 1934-Pair of Brown Thrashers building e ncst in thick rose 
vjnc on the fencc. Ap:.ll 4-the nest was abandoned when only about half 
acne and anotlicr nest has been begun a few fcel; away. April 6-ncst m r n s  
to b p  nearly completed but thc Thrashers are on the ground sornc d i s t a ~ c c  
frorn the  nest appalhently disturbed because a man is workipg nearby in the 
yard. April 14-The Thrashers are a t  the nest; I can't see into it bccriusr: i l  
is tao deeply h i d d ~ n  among vicious thorns. 

"May 1CMary land  Yellowthroats have a nest in a low bush; top of nelt 
about 15 inches above the ground. I failed to set down t he  date on whlch 
the first ~ g g  was laid. The filhst egg, however, remained in the  neat two days 
before the secolid wns laid; Ihe third and fourth were laid on conset-dtive 
days. Incubation was not begun until after the fourth egg was laid. Whcl~  
there were two cj;g~, ithc nest was nearly deslroyed by a man who wax 
cutting the  weed-.. Although it was left partially exposcd the nest was not 
harmed and the birds did not desert it as I feared they would. 

"May XI-Robins seem to be having a hard time finding enough food for 
their young; the ground is so hard and dry. One young Robin wit11 tin:: 
pjn-feathers, fell out of its nest in 3ny side yard and, the night  being  chill^-, 
d12d from exposure. 

"May 21-Young Thrashers are out o f  their nest in thc thick rose vine. 
Three in nuinber; must have hatched some time aga as their fcatliers art: 
\ ~ ~ P I I  grown sad they are nearIy as large as their parents. One aduIt of tl1i5 
pair has a Icg band, which seems to  bother the bird at times. I did not band 
this bird. 

"May 22-More Robins falling from the  nest. They  have nothing in their 
crops. I am tlying to feed them on a mixture of egg nild mnslicd Irish 
potatoes. They arc too w e ~ k  to open their moutbs and I am compellcrt to 
force-feed them. I have two on my hands. About birds f a l l i i ~ ~  from tlirii- 
ncsts, John Calhoun says the yuung Crested Flycatchers often fall prematurcl:: 
from the nests which the old birds build in his  Martin box. Ncy 22 (later 
in the day)--The young Robins seem ta be get t ing stronger nnd I am placing 
them in the yard where their visibIy distressed parents can rc:jc11 them. Feel 
sure a fresh worm once in a while will benefit thein ]narc than m y  cgg arid 
potato mixture. 

"May PCWeather  warmer; brought the young Robins in the hoube and 
kept them overnight. I'xt them in the yard early nest ~norning. They are 
now strong enough to ;.er.amble to the back of a bench, wherc the l l a r ~ l ~ t  
birds are feeding them meagerly. They can't fly yet. 

BIay 24--I left a cup of the egg mixture in the yard and find the Thrashers 
IiCerally cramming it down t l ~ c  throats of their overgrown youngsters. The 
parents arc nesting again in the  top o f  a large plum tree. Thc banded one 
must be the female for i t  is on the nest most of the timc, 

"May 2G-Yellowthroat sitting on her fou r  eggs; i s  very shy and darts 
of f  mhcn I coine near. 

"hIay %-Tragic discovery; t h i s  morning I found t h r c ~  Thrashers &ting 
on the edge of my bird bath, a n d  one adult among Ihe~n was a11 humped up 
with feathers lufficd. A lump of samething. in the water ~,m?crl to b? thm 



crther p:irct:t, dead and stiff. This dead bird had the leg band, numbc~ 
B-215608. I found that  i t  had been banded about two years before by Mrs. 
Cochrnn, at ! ~ e p  station five blocks south. May 29-Found an adult Robin 
desd, in nnothcr wntering place. May 30-Anothel. dead Robin a t  a drinking 
place and a sick T11ruxher is near the spring in the back yard. It had great 
rlificulty in trying to fly and finally hid in some weeds. Called Dr. Harwootl 
of the Van&rbiIt biology department rand he vely kindly came over and 
decided the birds were getting poison of some kind. The dead Robin, upon 
extimination was found to have its gall bladded infested with parasitic worms 
but since the bird was fat and we11 plumaged, these were evidcntly not re- 
sponsible for its death. A small amount of arsenic was present in the 
intestines. I later discovered tha t  a neighbor had been putting out rat  poison 
on bread, scattered in her yard, to kill these rodents. I then increased the 
variety and amount of food at my feeding stations in order to keep my 
birds at home. 

''Junc 1-The Brown Thrashers had  two eggs in their new nest today. 

"June 2-Two young Maryland Yellowthroats have hatched, in the nest 
found May 13. June  3-Now there are three oung and an' egg which is 
addled. June  &The nest was found tilted andYtvo of the young were on 
the ground. This was discovered by my children, Sara and J. Boss, and their 
friend, Bobby hckcart .  Bobby used to shoot any bird he could h i t  but he is 
now their protector, As evidence of his "conversion," it was Bobby who came 
running to me for  help when the young Yellowthroats mere in danger. I 
put the nest back in the fork of the bush and the babies back in the nest. 
h e  naked Iittle thing had three big black ants fastened so tightly to i t  that  
I had trouble in dislodging them. 

"June &The little Yellowthroats seen1 t o  be thriving. Found the addled 
egg on the ground; presume t he  old birds threw i t  out  as i t  was in the nest 
wi th  the young the day before. Parent birds are feeding their young on 
green worms. I should say the  mother instead of parents for I haven't seen 
the male bird feed them at all. June k n l y  two young in the nest this 
morning. I am suspicious of a Blue Jay that I have seen hanging around 
near the nest. The two remaining young have downy feathers. June 7- 
The Iittle fellows have acquired a fairly good coat of feathers. 

"June 10-The Yellowthroats' nest is empty; the young probably left 
yesterday or this morning. The two adult birds are in some nearby bushes, 
playing hide and seek with me as is their custom. Hope the young were not 
drowned by a deluge of rain that fell last night." 

And so on through the summer, the autumn, the cold of winter, then 
back to spring, when the avian cycle begins all over again. There i s  always 
something going on among the birda and right well do they entertain those 
of us who watch them from day to day. 

(MRS. C. B. TIPPENS), NASHVILLD, TENN. 

REELFOOT LAKE: IN 1875: In Kellebrew and Safford's "Resources of 
Tennessee," in the sketch of Lake County, on page 1123, we find this: ". . . in 
Reelfoot Lake there is the greatest abundance of excellent fish, such as trout, 
perch, cat, buffalo and other varieties found in Western waters. In the southern 
and northeastern sections o f  the county, a few bears, deer and turkeys are 
found, and on the river and lake there are immense numbers of ducks and 
geese, and a good many swan, all of which are hunted by  professional hunters, 
who annually send many tons of them to market. Trappers, too, are very 
auccesdul in trapping beavem, raccoons, otters and wildcats, all of which are 
found in considerable n m b w ,  especially in the lake and along its banks." 
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GOOSE POND AND ITS MARSH. BIRDS 
BY ALBWT F. GANIER 

Birds of thc marshes have always interested me exceedirlgly. Probably i t  
is because they are rare and because even well experienced bird students 
know very little about them or their habits in this part of the country. The 
bird books am  practical!^ blank with respect to the nesting of marsh birds 
in the Central South. Then too, marshes in Tennessee are now a rarity, for 
drainage ditches have bled them of the water which makes them what they 
were and now most of them are commonplace fields or sedge patche~ full of 
crayfish holes. 

In the minds of many, marshes are abhorrent. They are held to be tbc 
abiding pInees of malaria and miasma, the hatcheries of snakes and snapping 
turtles, and the idea of wading about in them, shoe-top deep in mud and gum- 
boot deep in pungent waters, is repellent to the uniniated. But when one 
has once overcomc these little. inhibitions and taken the pains to wade a few 
marshes with an "open mind" he finds them the most interesting of a11 places. 
The plant life atid the animal life is found to be abundant, varied and totally 
different from that  whiell can be found upon dry  land areas. 

F.or a good many years the writer has taken pains to locate and explore 
every marsh of consequence which he could locate in Tennessee and in this 
way has accumulated considerable information about the marsh birds which 
are known to nest within the State. I t  was only this spring, however, that  
i t  m s  his good fortune to be able to explore the most extensive one of all, 
Goose Pond, in the southwest corner of Grundy County-about midway k- 
tween Murfreexboro, and Chattanooga. Messrs IT. 0. Todd of Murfreesboro, 
John Calhun,  and the writer, of Nashville, arrived on the scene the night 
before and early in the morning of May 26th we were at the shore. Goose 
Pond' covers about lifty acres and is really a shallow flat-bottomed lake, 
about two feet deep :~nd with the exception of a few open pools, it is entirely 
grown over with marsh grass and various water plants. About the edges and 
well out from the bank were patches of blue flags and pickerel w ~ d ,  both 
showy with blossonls. Water lily pads were all about, in patches here and 
there, and a thick submerged growth of plant life slowed down our wading 
to some extent. There were no trees in the pond but there was a growth of 
wild rose and button bushes along its banks. As we waded in we noticed in- 
numerable little duck trails all th~hough the growth and were mt surprised 
a few moments later when a Blue-winged Teal arose and winged away to the 
other side. Next, u \C700d Duck came Aying rapidly by and from then on we 
flushed one or the other sort every now and then. There must have been 
at least half a dozen of each species, not counting young unable to fly. Of 
these we captured a four weeks old Teal and a ten day old Waod Duck. A 
pair of the latter were flushed from the ground in the swampy woods a hun- 
dred feet from shore and we were quite certain that  a new brood was here 
being escorted from their nest tree to the water. The Blue-winged Teals 
buiId on the ground in the gram but we did not find their nests. Red-winged 
Blackbirds were nesting here and there in the marsh, having tucked their com- 
pact straw nests down in the tufts of coarse green grass about a foot abwe 
the water. Most of them held four blue eggs marked with black scrawls 
about the larger end. Green Herons, "Shite-pokes," flew lazily about or eyed 
us suspiciously from a nearby tree. 

Presently a large brown bird arose ahead of us and flapped heavily away 
to alight in the grass some distance ahead. An American Bittern it was, 
and here, at this late date and with ideal habitat, it  must surely be breeding. 
As yet there had been no Tennessee record of its nesting although the 
writer has flushed i t  in several other marshes about the State in summer 
and felt sure it was a breeding bird though a rare one. We set about look- 
ing most carefully for the nest and after considerable search found it a 
hundred yards away, The nest held but one buffy, unmarked egg and it was 



found ta be addled and deserted. We began to search anew and, 40 feet away, 
found an mupied  nest, th is  one with three young about five days old. They 
resembled little buffy colored powder puffs with large toes and legs and heavy 
beaks. As they hissed at us in a most threatening manner, they attempted 
to back off t h e  edge of the nest and had to be set back repeatedly while being 
photographed. (On a visit four days Iater, all the young except one were 
found to have wandered away in the grass.) The nests were a pile of marsh 
grass about 23 inches across, quite flat on top and built up about 8 inches 
abve the kneedeep wattr. We were much elated with this first Tennessee 
nest record. Entwing a long nrm of the pond, which was thickly grown with 
long grass, we began to look for nests of the  K ~ n g  Rnil. Presently a Least 
Bittern arose a few steps ahead and later others were seen; however, their 
nests were not found. More Red-winged Blackbird nests were observed here 
and the ducks flew past us on the way t o  tend their young. Searching 
closely in the long grass for Rail nests we presently found one containing a 
single egg, built as usual about a foot above the water and well hidden from 
above. Rail egga are greenish buff color, spotted over with dull brown and 
lavender. 

Calhoun was some distance back and presently called out that  he too had 
found a nest of the King Rail, with six eggs. I told him to tie a white string 
above i t  and I would photograph it on the way back. When I returned I 
found that  Todd had stopped t o  look a t  the eggs as he passed on. A glance 
showed me, however, that  they were not those of the King Rail at all buf 
were those of the Purple Gallinule and the s ix  nearly fresh eggs in the nest 
made a beautiful picture. The eggs were about the size of those of the King 
Rail but had a rich pinkish-buff background dotted over with spots of bright 
reddish brown. The nest was similar to that  of the Rail but was smaller 
and was a platfoim of rushes built in the marsh grass about 15 inches abwe 
knee deep water. The Purple Gallinule is a semi-tropical species, the most 
beautifully colored of all marsh birds, and is not known to nest elsewhere 
in the State except at Reelfoot Lake where the writer found it nesting in 1923. 

What a wonderful place for a wild Iife refuge, we thought, and what a 
splendid place for  them to rear their young and to give transient birds a safe 
stopping place on migration, if adequately prolected. What a splendid 
variety of plant life had established itself here through the centuries and 
what a creditable quota of marsh birds clung to t h e  place, yet at that  a 
mere remnant of those which formerly existed in the State. 1 had spotted 
some fresh excavation over on axle shore so went there to examine. To my 
surprise I saw that a drainage ditch had been opened up to the very edge 
of the lake and it was hut a day's work to complete i t  and drain the marsh. 
From a hative who came by, I learned that the work would be begun again 
in a few days and finished up. "The Government is  doin' i t  to stop malary, 
they says, but we aint been bothered by mosquitoes and we hate  to see old 
Gmse Pond go," he added. Here truly was an opportunity for conservation 
so when I returned to Nashville the following day 1 made a written report 
m d  protest on the matter ta Mr. Damon Headden, State Director of Conserva- 
tion, and he in turn took it up with authorities in charge of the drainage and 
had the work held up. There were no mosquitoes about the place and subse- 
quent examination showed none of their larvae in t?ie water. Suffice it to say 
for the present that every effort will be made to save Goose Pond and to 
acquire it for  a wild life refuge. 

Completing our wading at noon we had lunch and mobred forty miles to 
a small but long established marsh near Morrison. On the way we picked 
up a little dead Sora Rail from the highway; i t  provcd to be a female and was 
not in breeding condition so was evidently a transient. The marsh covered 
only about two acres, was about knee-deep although there u-ere some deeper 
boles, and was thickly grown with long g r w s .  I t  was rich in bird life and 
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here we flushed two King Rails, several Least Bitterns, finding two of their 
nests, and, best of all, found two more nests of the American Bittern, not 
Inore than 50 feet apsrt ,  eacii containing smdl  young. Not knowing of any 
other marsh in that paut of' the country we   no to red homeward feeliilg well 
repaid with the information gathered during an eventful day. 

NASHVILLE, TENX., June, 1935. 

UY MRS. F. C. LASKEY 

The record 01 t he  past season f g r  1Vhits-crowned Spavows is interesting. 
There were 70 individuals banded and 13 birds returned that had been banded 
in previous years. The repeat ~.ecords indicate that  at least 23 of the new 
nrrivtils and 6 of the returns rpcnt the winter about the station. On March 
21, 1935, the third Cutnbsl's Spu.ru.ow of record a t  my station was banded. 
It was in adult p1t.lnsg-e. The first spring capture of a Lixcol.n's Sparrow 
this year was on Rlnrch 27th; 6 individuals were trapped later, the last date 
being May 22nd. Field Spurrows, as reported in the  March MIGBANT, con- 
tinits to appear in much decreased numbers at  the station. March and April, 
like January and February, 1935, have been far below the same period of 
the two years previous in numbers; March and April, 1933 show 196 banded; 
193i there were 197; but in 19S5, the total for the two months was only 87. 
A few indivic:ul:!c haye fnrnished interesting records; F-70913, banded Oc- 
tober 13, 1931, w a s  retaken October 9, 1932. He returned on March 28, 1933, 
remaining for nesting uliiil late summer. Be returned again April 3, 1934, 
was here until August, tlnd returned March 24, 1935 for his fourth year. 
H-17888, an adult feniulc, was banded Septernber D, 1932 and also comes each 
year for nesting. Her return dates are April 1,  1933; March 15, 1934; March 
20, 1936. Her. wcords show that  she, like F-70913, is at least four years old. 
Shc has been trapped 156 times. F-91609, banded June 18, 1932 as an adult 
rnalc is another ol$ bird. He is n. summer resident, returning March 16, 1933; 
March 17, 1924, Lilarch 14, 1935. F-91632 banded June 23, 193& immature 
female, has apparently closed her interesting record for she disappeared last 
November after  spending practically all of her life at the station since her 
arrival. In her two and a half years as a permanent resident, she was re- 
n~ovtd from :!LC t r a l ~ s  BIG times. The most persistent repeater, however, is 
H-5x1133, a ni&, v:?:!,!ed duly IS, 1993, returning Rlsrch 13, 1934 and repeat- 
ing 193 times kcfore migrating Noveniber 1st. He came back March* 19, 
1935 and by the lase of May, had been captured 112 times. Imdigo Bunfrnglr 
have been abundant at the station this spring. In May there were 23 banded 
and 10 returned that  had been banded other years. There have been 9 
Brolrnz TILTUSIIPI' wturns during March, April and May. The most interesting 
of these is 1-2SU729, a male banded as an adult in 1931, returning each 
spring for ncitirlg. This bird is therefore at Ieast 5 years old. He carried 
food from the drop trap to the nestlings, and when they were nearIy full 
grown, brought this year's brood of three under the trap in May to feed 
thein. His mate of last year also returned a few days earlier than he, but 
was already mated with another bird. She did not remain for nesting 
nearby. A Bruxa~r l  t'~.uckle, banded at the Belle Meade substation Octaber 3, 
1931, was killcd J.tr~uulry 25, 1935 by C. A. Gentry 7 miles east of Rienzi, 
Miss. .I B ~ J I I Z C I ~  G:.ncXe nlnde a ratlier remarkable homing record recently. 
Be w.tr Larded May ls t ,  deported, and released about 3 miles north. His 
returri r :ol  n l~t icipakd but he was seen and recognized a few days Iater 
on account of liis distinctive banding. May 13th he was trapped, departed 
4 miles ~lortheast la!c that afternoon. At noon the following day he was re- 
trapped at tlir! station. At 4:30 p. m. (May 1 4 )  he was released 654 miles 

(Continued on Page 33) 



WATERBIRDS OF EAST TENNESSEE 
By JAMES TRENT, JR, 

The eastern portion of Tennessee, with its generally hilly or 
mountainous terrain, is not ut d l  well situated for the study of water- 
fowl, since the majority of our streams are small, more or less swift, 
and with few of the exposed and open margins so appreciated by 
shorebirds; neikher do we h a ~ e  many lalies to attract ducks and geese, 
having near Knoxville only one lake worthy cf the name and which, 
although i t  is our largest, contains cn!y about 70 acres. This one lake, 
however, Lake Andrew Jackson (fornlerly known as Dcad Horse T,al;e) 
is largely responsible f o r  the variety of our  waterbird records. The 
Ter~essee  River, flowing through Knoxville, together with the French 
Broad which joins it 5 miles to  the Enst, have also been productive 
of records. In th is  hilly country marshes a:e few and almost without 
exception are small, furnishinlg little desirable cover to  marsh-loving 
birds. For these reasons, while we have a number of records of species, 
the  total numbers are small, while species may be numerous. In th;s 
way we differ from West Tennessee where waterfowl in 'cpe thouscnd: 
are not uncommon. For example, on October 28, 1934, a dajr's trip 
by canoe down the French Broad rivcr as a sort of prcliminr.ry suri.ey 
of the duck hunting situation disclosed 105 ducks by actual c o l i ~ t ,  
mostly in smaIl "gangs" of from 2 to 17 individuals. We were very 
pleased, since that was a large n2mher of duclcs to be seen over thnt 
particular stretch of water. That may seem peculiar to  persons in 
middle and west Tennessee who are accustomed to seeing duAs by 
t h e  hundreds and thousands, but it illustrates very well the small 
scale on which we are forced to observe the  water fwl .  Too. we are 
forced t o  watch most o f  our duck4 in flight or a t  Ions ranFc, since 
most of them are flushed either by boat or by observe~s on s h o ~ e ,  
frcm the n~argins of streams or ponds. The exceptions to  this sitn8- 
tion are those birds observed on Lakc Andrew Jackson, where shoot- 
ing o r  trespassing is not allowed and the ducks are not so shy. 

It must  Be remembered that  references to co~nparative abundance 
are from bhe observations of the various bird students who have con- 
tributed their notes and from the information we are able to collect 
from hunters. If we but had the records of more of the duclrs  kill-d 
by hunters certain of these ducks mould probably not secm s o  rare. 
However, we have a ve:y good way of locating unusual duck-. sinrc 
it i s  t k e  habit of many hunters to briny the heads of ducks they can- 
rot  identify to certain of our local ornithologists. We owe a .:reat 
d ~ a l  to the diligence of certain members who ?lave made river t iys 
and, more  partieulsrIy, trips to  Iake  Antlrerv J a c k ~ c n  dur!ng tF.2 
nligration seasons. 

I t  is hoped that this 1:st will serve t o  eon:pare t>e  ab3rdar .c~  r f  
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waterbirds in East Tennessee before and after the completion of 
Norris Dam and the establishing of the immense lake above it, along 
the Clinch River. There is no doubt that  the lake will furnish a sanc- 
tuary and resting place f o r  transient \vaterfowl and we hope tha t  
they will gather there in larger numbers than we are used to seeing 
here. 

The writer wishes to express his deep appreciation t o  Mr. A. F. 
Ganier of Nashville for the initial stimulus t o  this activity; also f o r  
the use of his "Distributional Lis t  of the Birds of Tennessee" as an 
outline for i!!~is list, and for the many helpful suggesiions and addi- 
tions he so kindly provided. Acknmvledgen~.ent is elso hereby made 
to Mr. Bruce P. Tyler and Mr. Robert 3. Lyle of Johnson City, Ten- 
nessee for  thetr kind assistance; to  Mr. H. P. Ijams and other mem- 
bers of the  KnoxvilIe branch of the Tenneesee  Ornithological Society 
and to  Dr. Earl 0. Benry and Mr. A&ur Ogden for  note& from spec- 
imens in their eolIections. The frequent visits of W. ill. Walker and 
George Foster t o  Lake Andrew Jackson durinjz 1934-35 have bean of 
tremendous value in adding not only additiona1 data but  new occur- 
rence records. 

The local  branch of the T.O.S. has a small collection of m o u ~ t p d  
birds at Knoxville and these are referred to in the notes w>ich foIlow. 
The figures shown in parentheses, refer to  previousIy published data 
upon the species in question, a key t o  these citations being appended 
to  this article. 

COMMON LOON ___-A_____..___.__---------.---.---.- Gauia irnrner immer 
The  loon is rather rare here but occ-sionaIly one is brought in or 

reported by duck hunters. The Society's collection includes a mounted 
specimen taken here and mounted by Mr .  Ogden. Nov. 23, 1932. 

PIED-BILLED GREBE Podilymbus podiceps podiceps 
Our only common grebe: a fa i r ly  common transient. The "didapper" 

known to everyone. T h e y  arrive here in August and may be found M- 
casionally on the coid mountain rivers as well as the larger rivers and 
lakes. A pair makes a few days' stop on the little lake a t  the Scout Camp 
a t  Elkmont each August to provide entertainment and studv for the Bov 
Scour Campers. 

WHITE PELICAN Pelecanus erythrothynchos 
A singIe transient bird was obarved at Knoxville, on the afternoon 

of M a y  8. 1935,  by Mr. W. M. Johnson, who gives f u l l  details of this 
nnvsual occurance in the Round Table section of the present issue. (Ref- 
erence No. I.) Another is said t o  have been taken here about thirty years 
ago. 

DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT 
Phalacrocotax auritus aut-itus 

The "nigger goose" of the duck hunters. It is a rare transient but 
one or two are to be found on Lake Andrew Jackson here rather regular- 
ly until the most extreme wintet weather arrives. We first recorded rhis 
hird at Lake Andrew Jackson Mar. 29, 1929. 

GREAT BLUE HERON --------_.-- - Ardea herodias herodIas 
Thc Great Blue is to be found a t  Lake Andrew Jackson a t  all  times 

of the ycar. It is likely that they leave if the weather gets too severe. 



However, there was no time this winter that from 1 t o  4 were not t o  
be found at the lake every trip. They ate not such regular visitors along 
rivers and in other sections where conditions are not so suitable. 

AMERICAN EGRET Casmerodius albus egretra 
A specimen was taken at  Hodges Lake. 15 miles east, of KnoxviIle. 

in July, 1929 and mounted by Earl Henry; another was taken a t  the 
same place in July, 1932.  A single bird was seen at  Lake Andrew Jack- 

son ApriI 14, 1935 and on  April 2 1 there were two. These are our first 
spring tecords. Most transient records of &is species are made in the iate 
summer. 

LITTLE BLUE HERON Florida caenufea caesulea 
I n  the late summer the alnlost pure white immature Little Blue Her- 

ons arrive and immediately reports of "white cranes" begin to  pour in. 
We have no records of mature birds here so it would seem that only the 
young of the year am given to this northward migration. 

EASTERN GREEN HERON---------.Butodes vitescens virescens 
' T h e  "shite-poke" frequently seen along the streams ' and  about 

ponds in che summer time. A specimen in Earl Henry's coIlertion was 
taken in July,  1929. It is a common summer resident. 

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON 
Nycricotdx nycricornx hoactli 

A rather rare transient and, having been observed in summer on  the 
Tennessee River, is believed to nest there. It possibly is more com- 
mon than supposed, but  is seldom seen because of it'y more o r  less 
nocturnal habits. A specimen in the collection here was taken Nov. 18. 
1933. A spring date is April 14. 1935. 

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON 
hrycdinassa viofucea triolacea 

This species is probably a rare though regular transient visitor here. 
A recent record is of one seen by Walker and Foster at Lake Andrew 
Jackson on  April 1 3 ,  1935.  ( 2 )  An old record is that of April 24, 
1885. obuetved by Fox in Rnane Ca. (18) .  

AMERICAN BITTERN Botaurus lentiginosus 
A rare transient, seldom seen because of its hiding ability. A speci- 

men in Earl Henry's collection was taken in July, 1929,  which might 
possibly indicate a breeding bird or  at least a bird that nested not so far  
distant. One was reporrcd at  Lake Andrew Jackson April 13 and 21 ,  '35. 
{See also note under Red-Breasted Merganser). 

EASTERN LEAST BITTERN lxobrychtis exilis exilis 
A very rare summer resident. T h e  wrikr's only record was one 

killed by frog hunters May 26,  I 9 3 2  and mounted by Mr. Ogden. T h e  
bird w a s  an  adult in breeding plumage. 

WOOD IBIS ---------------------------u--. Mycteria a r n ~ i c a n a  
A specimen mounted by Mr. Ogden was killed from a flock of 5 

at Cumberland Gap, near the Kentucky Iine. June  13, 1932. It was an 
immature female and so far off its range that it must be krmed acci- 
dental. (7)  

WHISTLING SWAN .----.._-------------------------- C y  columbianus 
Possibly still a very rare migrant. At rare intervals we hear re- 

ports of "large white geese" which may be these birds. T h e  last record 
we have of this species i s  that of t w o  birds which were shot near Knox- 
ville on Dec. 8. 1926,  on  the Little Tennessee River. south of this city. 
The  culprits were deservedIy prosecuted. (1 7), 
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CANADA GOOSE _--..--.----..-.---.---- Branta canaderlsis canadensis 
These noble birds never fail t o  excite even rhe most stolid farmcr 

along the river bottoms. They are t o  be found at practically all times 
during the winter around Half Moon Island below Rockwood. Tennessee 
and are fairly common transients throughour the entire Tennessee valley. 
This last winter (1 934-35) they seemed t o  be more common than usual. 

COMMON MALLARD--------Anas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos 
A fairly common transient and winter resident, but not nearly so 

common as n few years ago. Formerly the most common of the larger 
ducks, this season (1  9 3 4 - 3 5 )  found them very uncommon, not over 
25 Dercent as common as Black Ducks. T b e v  are usuallv rather late in ar- 
riving in the winter. A flock of 25 was s e h  a t  the head of Dickinson's 
Island. March 17,  1935. 

RED-LEGGED BLACK DUCK --..--------- Anas rubripes rubripes- 
COMMON BLACK DUCK ..------------- ---- Anus rubripes tristis 

ApparentIy both forms of this species occur here, since birds with 
olive-green legs and a t  least one with bright red Iegs have been shot in 
hunting by rnysctf and others. Black Ducks have for the past year o r  two 
replaced the mallard as the more common larger duck. They  were the 
commonest of all ducks seen 1 9 3 4 - 3 5 ,  coming early and staying late. 
The hunters apparently c o n f u s ~  this bird with the hen mallard and com- 
monly term it "black mallard." 

GADWALL __..________--------~--------------..-.--- Chaulelasmus streperus 
A very rare transient. We have only one record, that being a female 

at Lake Andrew Jackson Feb. 17, 1935. 

BA LDPATE _- . . . - -. ..-. .... . . .----_ ..-. .----- Marem arnericanus 
A very rase transient. A female was killed on  the Tennessee River 

above Kingston Nov. 9,  1934. 2 males and 2 fanales were seen a t  Lake 
Andrew Jackson Mar. 17 ,  1935, and 2 birds April 14. 1935. 

AMERICAN PINTAIL __..___ -.__----.2----..._ Dafita acuta tzitzihoa 
A very uncommon duck i n  East Tennessee. On February 17 ,  1935. 

the members of the E.T.O.S. were treated t o  a rare sight when a flock of 
27 pintails passed over severs! rimes at Lake Andrew Jackson. A singlc 
drake had been seen there a few weeks before. We also have a record of 
30 on April 30, 1932 .  

GREEN-WINGED TEAL.. - .--- - --- --- -- Nettion cut-olinense 
H very rare transient, much less common than 1 0  years ago. T h e  

only one reported here in recent years was a female collected in 1932 on 
the river near the Bird Preserve. 

BI,UE - WINGED TEAL .- Querguedula discors 
A rare transient. Both the teals are rather scare now, with the Blue. 

winged the more common. April 23 a flock of I 8  was seen at, Lake 
Andrew Jackson. Also dates of NOV. 9, 1934, April 21, 1935. 

SHOVELLER Spatula c I y p e ~ t a  
A very rare transient+ A pair of these strikingly colored ducks was 

recorded on Lake Andrew Jackson March 30, 1929. Five were seen on 
the Lake on April 13, 1 9 3 5 .  

WOOD DUCK .____.__--...-..---._.__--..----______--.---- ._____-_ Aix sponsa 
A very rare summer resident: East Tennessee's only breeding duck, 

breeding very rarely here. They  are thriving undef state and Federal pro- 
tection and are among the commonest ducks early in the season. They 
wcre particularly common the fall of 1934.  The latest, record is Nov. 29 
(1  931). They move on very early. A spring date here is March 29. 
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REDHEAD .................................................. Nrjroca arncricana 
A very rate transient. A mocntcd specimen in the Society's collection 

\I-l-as taken near Looney's lsIand just below Knoxville a number of years 
ago. 

RING-NECKED DUCK ......................-........ Nyroca coIIaris 
A common t.ransicnt. Thcy wcre among the most common O F  the 

ducks 1934-35. Those killed carly in the season, Nov. 8- 10, wcre in 
Island M ~ r c h  17,  1975.  
very poor condition. T h e y  are holding their o w n  bettfr than some o:her 
ducks. 6 WFre scen on  ETOS field trip t o  Lake Andrew Jackson, Feb. 
1 7 ,  1 9 3 5  and several o n  April 13, 1935 .  

CANVASBACK ............................... Nyroca valisineria 
A very rarc t r~ns ien t .  O n  Dec. 23,  1932 a fIock of these ducks 

was scrn by the writer just hclo~v Loudon on  t,l~c Tc~lnessee River. A 
mounted specimen is in 1hc Society's colltctjon. 

1.-ESSER SCAUP ...................-.......-................ Nyroca affinis 
A f ~ i r I y  common trzncic:ir 1711; scarce chi< p ~ g t  hun t ing  scxnn 

( 1  9 3 4 - 3 5 ) .  A male was taken Nov. 8, 1934. A male was watched for 
sume t,irne on Daddy's Crcck near Crab Orchard i n  the Cumberlands, 
Fcb. 10, 1935. T h ~ . ; a  ducks are no t  a t  all shy when single o r  in pair;. 
but  3re vcry shy in fiocks: the rinvnccks hnv? similar habit$. A flock of 
approximately 150 w a s  o n  Lake Andrew Jack-on Apirl 1 3 .  1935. 

AMERICAN GOLDENEYE . Glaucionct i u  clangula amoricana 
A very rare winter rcsident and an uncommon rniaranc. Feb. 10, 

1934. 10 o l  these ducks were seen on the Tennessee river near the m u -  
nicipal water planr. T h i s  f l a k  was present for several days and the ducks 
wcre watchcd a: their feeding bv namcrorrs ~ ? r s o n s .  One  was tccorded on 
the Tcnncnsee R i w r  near Chattancog2 by M r .  Canier on March 26, 
1933.  (4). 

BUFFX,EHEA D ............................. Charitone! to nrbeola 
Thi s  beaut i fu l  little duck is a very rare transient in  East Tennes- 

see. Thcrc  are the heads of t w o  malcs in  the Society's collection which  
were taken on the Tcnncssee river scvcral years ajio. This duck was re- 
ported from Johnson City Nov. 12, 1932 and Nov. 12.  1933. ( 5 )  

OLD SQUAW ..---.--................................... CIangula h yemalis 
This curious sea duck is a very rare winter visitor. Mr. Ogden has 

mounted t w o  of them, the male having been taken i n  February, 1 934,  
and the female having been one  of three shot on the Tennessee River. 
Jan.  15 ,  1927 .  

WHITE-WINGED SCOTER - -  - - - - -  ---Melanitta deg!undi 
W e  have only one record of this f a r  northern sea duck, which com- 

monly winters far t o  the north of our state and which scldom comes 
farther south than Long  Island Sound .  T h e  bird was killed by the writer 
on the Tennessee river below Loudon, Dec. 23, 1932 and is now in Earl  
Henry's collection. 

....................... RUDDY DUCK Erismaturn jamaicensis rirbida 
A very rare transicnt, our  only records being Oct. 19,  1930 and 

April 13,  1935 on  Lake Andrew Jackson. 

HOODED MERGANSER ------- - Lophodytes cucuIiatus 
A rare transient. This duck i s  almost invariably found i n  pairs o r  

a single bird. They  were fairly common 1 9 3 4 - 3 5  and wcre practically 
the only ducks on the river in late January a t  the close of the hunting 
scason. A pair at Lake Andrcw Jacks80n. Mar. 17 ,  1935. 
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mon in March and April. Mr. Tyler recorded them au late as May 2 1  at  
Johnson City. ( 11 ) .  

UPLAND PLOVER -__--2L-L--L.----------------- Bartrarnia Iongicauda 
A very rare East Tennessee migrant. We have no record of this 

bird near Knoxville, but Mr. Tyler, of Johnson City, has a date of 
March 26,  1933,  as well au an occurance a few years before on  which 
he does not have the exact, date. 

SPOTTED SANDPIPER -.------.----...--.."--..--.---- Actitis macuIaria 
Fairly common along our  streams from spring until fall, most com- 

mon in the spring. A nest with eggs was found at  Johnson City. ( 9 ) .  

EASTERN SOLITARY SANDPIPER Tr inga  solitaria solitaria 
A fairly cornon transient; easily found along streams in spring and 

fa l l .  This  and the preceding are our only fairly common sandpiperu. 

GREATER YELLOWLEGS Totnnus rnelonoleucus 
A very rare transient. We hlve rccord~d it at  rare inttrvals-n 

the banks of the Tennessee River, Sept. 18, I 9 3 3  and in a flooded pas- 
ture, April 2 2, I 9  28.  

LESSER YELLOWLEGS Totanus flavipes 
Not so rare a s  the Greater YeIlowlegs. I t  was recorded on  October 

21 ,  1934  on  a rock bat in the French Broad rivcr near Paint Rock. Other 
dates are Aug. 2,  1928  and Sept. 18 ,  1933.  On April 21. 1935 a flock 
of eight. 

LEAST SANDPIPER ____...-___.___---.-----.---..-.--.- Pisobia minutilla 
A very rare transient. H. P. Ijams and Dr. E. B. Powers recorded 

this diminutive shore bird in a fIoodrd pasturc in Blount County. Aprit 
2 2 ,  1928.  A report of May 14 ,  1933  from Johnson City i s  noted by 
Mr. Tyler. 

SEMI-PALMATED SANDPIPER L.__-__.-__.__ Ereuneres pusillus 
A very rare transient. One was recorded here Sept. 18.  1933, while 

a specimen in Earl Henry's collection was taken on  the shore of a small 
pond in Sevier County, October 25, 1929. 

HERRING GULL ..-.-..-..---.--.u.-. . Larus afigentatus smithsonianus 
Occasionally, particularly during a time of high water, these large 

gulls visit us. A flock of 9 was seen on the Little Tennessee River, Nov. 
8. 1934.  One or two visited Knoxville several times during the winter. 
One, Feb. 16 ,  1935 was during very cold weather. ( 1  7 ) .  

RING-BILLED GULL _.-----.----.----.---.-----L-.-- Larus delarvarensis 
A very rare transient, ou r  only definite record being a flock of 3 

near Looney's Island h l o w  Knoxville. April 13.  1935.  We possibly con- 
fuse these with the preceding species a t  times as we seldom see the gulls 
close a t  hand. 

LAUGHING GULL -----.-------..__------.---------------- Lurus atricifla 
Thi s  gull is an accidental visitor. T h e  first authentic record for 

Tennessee was Sept. 18, 1933. when a specimen was taken from a small 
flock a t  the Island Home Park entrance on  the Tennessee River. ( 1 2 ) .  

FORSTERS TERN ---------.--u..-__-.----.--------------- Sterna forsteri 
A very rare transient. However, this tern is usually recorded a t  

some time every year. T h e  last record was a flock of I I o n  the Ten-  
nessce River from which a specimen was taken M a y  10, 1934.  ( 1  3). 

COMMON TERN Sterna hirando hirrrndo 
This tcrn is much lcss common than the preceding. A specim~n was 

takcn on the French Broad River about 20 miles above Knoxvillt. Nov, 
1930, which proved to be this species. T h e  bird is now in Earl Henry's 
collection. 
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EASTERN SOOTY TERN .._.__..--------u---- Sterna fuscata fuscata 
While an accidental visitor in Tennessee, this tern has been record- 

ed here twice, July 30, 1926  ( 1  7) and June 20, 1934 ( 1 4 ) .  In both 
cases the birds were picked up exhausted following severe coastal storms. 
The latter specimen i s  in the E.T.O.S. collection. 

BLACK TERN ____..___-____-----2-------- Chlidonias nigta surinamensis 
A very rate transient, this bird has been recorded on the French Broad 

river in 1926 and at Lake Andrew Jackson, August 2, 1928 .  

There are certain birds on the Tennessee state list which 
undoubtedly occur here in East Tennessee and which should be 
included in a list: of this nature although we have no definite date 
record of their occurance. This Iist may be said to contain, as a 
minimum, the following species: 

Horned Grebe, Virginia Rail, Purple Gallinule, Florida 
Gallinule, Pectoral Sandpiper, Long-Billed Dowitcher, Bon- 
aparte's Gull and Franklin's Gull. 

LITERATURE CITED 
Numberu ( I )  to (16) are from The Migrant, as follows: ( I )  vol. 6. 

p. 34:  (2) Vol. 6.  p. 3 7 :  ( 3 )  V. 4.  p .  50: ( 4 )  V. 4 .  p. 5 :  ( 5 )  V. 4. p. 
2 6 :  ( 6 )  V . 6 . p . 3 ;  ( 7 )  V . 3 . p . 4 8 :  ( 8 )  V . 4 . p .  2 2 :  (9)  V. 5 . p .  5 1 :  
(10) V. 6 ,  p. 14 :  ( 1 1 )  V. 4, p. 51 :  ( 1 2 )  V. 4 ,  p. 8: ( 13 )  V. 5 .  p. 3 1 :  
(14) V. 5 .  p. 4 6 :  ( 1 5 )  V. 5 ,  p. 22:  ( 1 6 )  V. 4,  p . 4 7 :  ( 1 7 )  Wilson But- 
letin V. 41,  p. 8 7 ;  ( 1  8 )  The  Auk V.  3 ,  pp. 3 15-320. Numbers ( 1  5 )  and 
( 1 6 )  are not cited in the text but contain pertinent information. 
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soutll, but at 8 a. m. May 16th wafi again hunting food at the traps. Each 
time he was recaptured, he wae held several hours in a darkened cage 
befo1.t. transporting the covered cage in nit automobile. The trips were made 
in a roundnbout way. One wonders what powerful u r m  it was tha t  sur- 
mounted such dificulties and that pro~npted him to head directly "home" 
when released from the cage. It is with r e s e t  the disappearance of the old 
,lfmIcingbird "By' is anr~ouneed. He wa:  the first of his species banded at 
the station and in the blown 4 years of his residence, he always remained 
nearby so his disappearance doubtless indicates his death at the age of 5 
yrars a t  least. His mate, also a perma~lent resident (at least 3 years oId), is 
occupying a neighbor's garden now with her new mute, a young bird about s 
year old. A bnndtd male Orcha~d Oriole that is raising a family in the 
garden is a return from some previous year, but so far, it has not been pos- 
r:ible to trap him and read the band number. Only two adult male Orchard 
(:rioles have h e n  banded (1932) as here they enter t raps only for water in 
times o f  drouth. The females and immatures are not so wary and several of 
them have been captured. 

It i s  hoped other banders will send interesting items from Tennessee $ti- 
tions for publication in Brevitiefi. 

NASHVILLE, TENPI., Mcy 31, 1935. 

- -.* - 
THE ROUND TABLE 

THE SEASON AT MEMPHIS : Onr third record here fo r  Upland Plover 
proved to be a charm for we hati from two to eleven individuals present each 
day from March 27 l o  April 4, il~clusive, at the  old Bry'a Airport, inside 
the city limit:,. This specics was first seen this year on Mnrch 26 on Lakc 
Forest goif course, a field which w : ~  frequented by flocks of Pipits last year 
and on which a pair or two of Prairie Horned Larks undoubtedly nest each 
spnng. Looking for Larks I was surprised to flush the Plovers. The next 
morning I decided to look over Ery's Airport, a site which had always pre- 
viously proved a disappointment as regards species other than Meadowlarks, 
Killdeers and (in season) Savannah Sparrows, and found two Upland Plovers. 
Afterwards we found them there each day, as many as eleven on April 2, 
and through April 4 when five were seen. On April 6 and 8 none were found. 
. . . 1 had never heard a Whip-poor-will hew until the night of April 13 
when we listened in Riverside Park to one calling close by. McCamey re- 
ported hearing five at Camp Currier, Miss., on April 17 together with two 
Chuck-wills-widows, while Whitternore also heard this spccies north of tow11 
on the same day. Earl Henry collected a specimen Sept. 24, 1932 for our 
only previous record. . . . Unseasonably mol weather evidently delayed our 
migrants as they arrived later than usual and in smaller numbers until 
April 18 on which date I reoorded eleven spccies for the first time during the  
season. Subsequent migrants were anore rcgular and the last of April nnrl 
the first of May found our woods full of warblers and other species. A 
Blm-headed Vireo was recordd on April 23 and 24 and May 18 (McCamey). 
On April 23 1 heard nnd saw a Nashville Warbler. On the 24th I observetl 
for some time and at a few feet a bird which I believed to be an Alder Fly- 
catcher. A Mourning Warbler was seen May 11 (McCamey, et al.) A Connec- 
ticut Warbler was reported April 27 (Alice Smith). . . . On the annual Spring 
Field Day, 126 species were noted, chiefly through the  good work of Scouts 
led by Eagle Scouts Franklin McCan~ey, Fred Carney, and Henry Turner, 
with Jack Calhoun of Nashville. An early start ar.d a disregard of all but the 
most terrific downpours enabled them and the m 3 t  adventuresome of the main 
party to take advantage of the large number of birds present in the wooded 
bottomla~lds north of Lakeview. Warblers were especially abundant in spots. 
Six Yeeriefl, a Philadelphia Vireo, twenty-three species of warblers, includ- 



34 THE MIGUNT June, 

ing one GoIden-winged Warbler (Ear1 Henry), were among the rare land 
birds seen. Six species of swallows, including the Cliff Swallow, were noted 
in numbers, skimming over the clover on the levee south of Lakeview. . . . 
Shorebirds were uncommon this spring. The Lakeview barrow pit was too 
grassy but suitable muddy shores on the more western string of pits were 
usually barren of results. On May 4, the day before the Field Day, C. M. 
Owens of MonticeIlo, Ark., and I were fortunate enough to aee 12 Wilson's 
Phalaropes (second Memphis record) feeding among about 25 Lesser Yellow- 
legs. A three-mile trek through the mud the next day and repeated visits at 
all pits on later dates failed to produce anything but occnsionally a few Least 
and Semipalmated Sandpipers. On May 5, however, we did flush one Sora 
after another, totaling 15 for the whole string of pits. A few on May 8 were 
the last seen this spring. . . . Other waterbirds recorded at Lakeview were 
four Black-crowned Night Herons, six Shovelers and nine Blue-winged Teal 
on April 14 (also an Osprey) ; or,e Yellow-crowned Night Heron, an American 
Bittern, 35 Coots, 9 Shovelers, 30 more Teal on April 21; another Yellow- 
crowned on April 30; 15 Teal and an American Bittern on RIay I ;  a Purple 
Gallinule was collected on May 4 by Earl Henry nnd another of this spccicz 
was observed, on May 16. . . . On April 30 the first Least Bittern was scen, 
smeral were noted at various pits on the Field Day and on May 26 a nest 
with four eggs wns found. On May 80 i t  contained five eggs and a xmnd 
nest containing three eggs was found. . . . At the Lakeview pit proper, which 
does not have areas of young rvillows as does the string of pits cxlendmg 
west and south along the levee, Pied-billed Grebes nested in 1932 and 1933 
but not in 1934 when the pit was more shallow than usual and dried up 
early. This year the frequent rains Rave maintained a depth to three feet 
here and six nests were found. The first nest found contained six eggs on 
April 21 and eight on April 30 when two others with sets of seven were found. 
On May 1 a fourth nest, located within a few feet of the highway, was found 
with seven eggs, We could sit in a car and watch the parent on the nest 
aa open conditions at this pit do not favor concealment of any great dcgree. 
This last was probably the first laid dutch as the eggs hatched May 8 and 
six baby Grebes wers scen in the water nearby. The first nest mentioned 
contained 4 eggs on May 11 with four young nearby and on May 12 three 
eggs; one egg never hatched. The second and third sets also hatched but 
two later sets were not successful. No. 5, with 3 eggs on May 8 and a full 
clukh af 8 later, was found on May 30 to be empty with 4 eggs floating and 
one chick scen swimming nearby; No. 6, discovcred with 2 eggs on May 26, 
was found abandoned on the 30th. Numerous snouts of turtles and snakes 
noted on the surface of the pond on subsequent days, probably explain these 
two failures. . . . A King Rail's nest containing 4 eggs April 21, 11 on April 
30, 12 on May 1, still contained 12 eggs 011 May 18, but on the 19th four had 
evidently hatched. A heavy hailstorm and darkness stopped a search for the 
chicks. Six eggs remained on the 20th and 22nd-by this time the nest was 
evidently abandoned, possibly due to daiiy heavy rains during the last days of 
the incubation period. This period figures approximately 18 days, in line 
with the calculated 18 to 20 days for  a set of nine eggs completed May 14, 
1932 (See M i g m x t ,  Sept. 1932. About five other King RaiIs probably nested 
at these pits. . . . An Adult Bald Eagle was seen May 30 south of the  Horn 
Lake levee (Lakeview). This i s  our first summer record this near ti, 
Memphis. . . . Starlings have nested at Memphis this season for the first 
time, so far as we know. Eagle Scout Frederick Fiedler causually mentioned 
a Starling nesting in an old woodpecker laole in a dead bare tree back of 
his home on April 28. I went there at once and saw my first young Starlings, 
clamoring for food as the adult returned to feed them. About ten days 
later, 1 saw seven immature and two adult bird's in Forest Fbrk and later 
they were reported a t  three other locations. . . .The Mississippi Kites of Vance 
Waock were first seen on May 12; three were noted instead of the two seen 
sill last summer and later four were recorded there at one t i r n e . 4 3 ~ ~  B. 
C O F ~ Y ,  Memphis. 
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A PIPIING PLOVER AT MEMPH,IS.-A very shallow barrow pit, along. 
Highway 61 rut Horn Lake Creek and about half a mile north of the Mississippi 
line, was found to be frequented on May 4 by a few Least and SemipaImated 
Sandpipers and a Semipalmated Plover. On May 6 our Field Day, our 
motorcade was scheduled to pause here for a moment but the autos were 
soon emptied when a light colored plovel. was seen. Upon careful examina- 
tion with binoculars and  at close ranEe, it was found to be a Piping Plover 
(Chu~advius ~nelodzts ) ,  a new species for Tennessee. The single breast band 
was complete on this individual but the pale whitish color, the short bill 
~ r ~ d  the dark yellow legs, were features sufficient to  distinguish it from 
similar shortbirds. This species should be recorded here again occasionally 
in migration but not often as i t  is n rare bird everywhere at the present 
t i r n e . - E ~ ~  B. COFFEY, Memphis. 

NOTES FROM CORIMTB, MISS.-On May lath, my stenographer placed 
the followihg note on my desk: "Mr. Wright says there is a Black Bunion 
Warbler in his yard; wants you to come up a t  once." Since I have been 
Iooking for the elusive Blackburnian for  ten years without success, naturally I 
hurried to Mr. Wright's home. The bird turned out to be a Magnolia Warbler, 
and of course, both of us were disappoint~d. But as luck would have it, thaL 
same day 1 had another call fxun friend Wright. That time it was a White- 
crowned Sparrow; neither of us hmad ever seen this handsome spccics althourh 
we had expected to find it some day as a rarity. He was feeding ahng ;t 
hedge in the yard, and later flew into a freshly spaded spot in t h e  g:irder?. 
On May 12 I. found my first Blackburnian, twelve miles from Corinth, in 
Tennessee, or! the Shiloh Road. One of m y  bird books says that  the Black- 
burnian is the ~iiost gorgeous oi all the warblers. I think illis must be true. 
The rich flame that covers his throat, breast, and parts of head is found on 
no other bird that  I know. Another interesting transient to call this year 
was the Tennusacc Warbler. This bird came to m y  yard April 29th and r e  
mained for ten days, singing constantly during his stay. A dozen Dickcissels 
were found three miles west of h ~ i n i h ,  May 20th. They have nested in this 
same meadow for  several years but there seem to be more this spring than 
usual. I think our commonest summer reaident is the Orchard Oriole. They 
arc found along the roadsides everywhere. I ts  larger oousin, the Baltimore, 
is rare; I have seen only one this s e a s o n . - B ~ ~ ~ .  R. W A ~ I N E R ,  Corinth, Miss. 

A WINTER HERRING GULL. During the first week in January, I was 
called and asked to  identify '+a strange and peculiar bird" which had been 
brought into town from the country. I went to see the bird a t  the first oppor- 
tunity and prior to my arrival, found that  others who had viewed it had 
named it an eagle, a hawk or even an albatross. As soon as 1 examined i t  I 
saw that i t  was an American Herring Gull, a bird which breeds on northern 
lakes and apends the winters coursing the rivers to the Gulf of Mexico. The 
big bird measured 24 inches from tip of beak to tip of tail and had a wing- 
spread of 58 inches. It had not yet donned adult plumage, being darker than 
the pearly gray color of old birds. 

The lady who had it, said that it had been shot by a tenant on her farm 
who thought i t  was some sort of hawk. The farm was near the Cumberland 
River and the tenant had noticed i t  was feeding with his chickens at the 
time. It is alwap regrettable that  our large rare birds should be shot so 
promiscuously but this one will serve some purpose for the plumage was i n  
perfect condition and i t  has been mounted and p r e s c r v e d . d ~ s s 1 ~  B. ATKIMB, 
Clarkaville. 

A GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER appeared on April 29th, on the wooded 
hillside at the rear of my home and is one of the very few records we have 
of  this species near Nashville, The bird, a male in fine plumage, was mlleeted 
and prepared for  my ~ o l l e c t i o n . d o ~ ~  CALHOUN, Nashville. 
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NESTING NOTES PROM MUFtFREESBORO: There is a small colony 
of Lark Sparrows on our farm x fcw rniles east of town and here the first 
migrant was noted to have returi~ed on April IS. I made a search for their 
nests and on May 8, foluld one with n single egg but they added 4 morc before 
beginning to set. On May 12, another of their l~ests  was found and this une 
held 5 eggs incubated  lout threc days. . . . A 11cst of the Pileated Woud- 
pt:lccr was found on April 20, cxeuvsted 50 feet u p  in a dead oak; it con- 
talrlsd 3 eggs, inc~bntcd about u. week. . . . The Cooper's Hawk is our. com- 
m e s t  hawk here in Rutherford County and I have found 7 nests this 
spring, as follows: April 21, 5 eggs; April 30, 3 e g g s ;  May 4, 4 eggs; May 8, 
3 eggs; May 19, 2 eggs, and durin~: the firs1 week in June, a nest with two 
nearly hatched eggs and another with young.-B. 0, T031), Mi~rfl+ee.~b~l+~. 

KING RAILS AT MUBFREESBURO: King Rails were founrl ntstirrg 
here this fpring for the first tilile. In a mursby field, at the city li~nrts, where 
Bedwing Blackbirds have nesied  fir^ years, I made a carefnl scnrch fur the 
Rails this spring and found threc nculs. The first was found 6 1 1  April 26, 
but the eggs had becn broken by Crows or auimals of some sort. 'l'ht: seoond 
nest wag found on May 2 and this one contained 9 eggs, incubuted about J 
days at the time. Later, still another nest was found and judging by the 
appearance of the shells, the young had hatched successfully. On the nest 
Ryere a number of snail shells which I suppose Had been brought there by the 
Rails ta be eaten. All nests were built in clumps of "bull rushes." Ample 
rainfall this spring may have been Ihe rellson for their remair~il~g to :ieit.- 
H. 0. Tmn, Murfreesboro. 

SPRING MOTES, 1935: Ur~prccedented rains all spring hive kupt the 
tountry green and well ~vatured. The early migrants were earlier tlvan uvual 
due to an early period of warm weather. . . . Shorebirds, which were cornon 
last spring have been conspicuous by their great scarcity during the spring 
just past. I attribute these fluctuations to the drouth in Che Northwest last 
May and the ample rainfall in that area during the present season. . . . On 
March 24, 1 found a nest of thc Earred Owl, in the Cumberland River bottums, 
containing 2 egg%. From their irwr~bation I judge they were laid about 
March 2. A young owl o f  this sl>ccies was found May 16, just two blocks 
from my house in town and i t  appealed Lo be unly about u week out of the 
nest It was kept as a pet until June 13, when it was banded and released 
on Stones River in Idleu-ild Wood. . . . A Duck Hawk was observed 011 April 
31, on Caney Creek, near the fulls, in Van Buren County, by Mnyfield and the 
writer. We had suspected their presence here bu: this was our first positive 
record. The Golden Eagles are reporled here still, by the natives but we 
saw none; the old nest however, has been recently added to. . . . The Sharp- 
shinned Hawks, which have nee~cd ndnr Craggiie 1 1 0 ~  fur many years were 
late and it was not until June '2 that they had laid their 4 eggs. . . . The 12- 
year-old Cardinal at my home still prospers but lost his mate of years on 
April 7;  a cat climbed t o  the nest at night and caught her. (Incidentally, I 
caught the cat the following night.) The male re-mated at once and the 
pair nre now nesting about the yard.-A. F. GANIEB. Nashville. 

G m E N  HERON NEST RECORDS FROM NEAR NASHVILLE.-AS. 8 
common nesting bird on most uf Uavidsun County's stream and pond-sides, 
the Eastern Green Hemn (Butorides v i rr . so~n~ v i resce~ ls j  is familiar to all 
observers. The wrikr finds personal notes on 12 nests of this species within 
the county, taken in 1930-193:j inclusive, w11jch he mould like to place on 
record for the use of other county observers. Extreme dates for full sets of 
egg are: earliest, bird brooding 4 eEgs on April 14, 1953; latest, b i d  flushed 
frum 3 eggs on June 1, 1930. 1x1 the last instance, the sct may hare been 
incomplete. The approximate average date for completed sets of eggs, as 
determined from these data is about May I. The 1933 eggs were laid from 



4 tn 1 fi days earlier than this arcrage, while 1930 nests ranged from average 
to 27 dqrs late. Thus it seems that nesting time varies with several factors, 
probahIp trr~perature and the amount nf protection the nest locality receives, 
hut on t h c ~ c  things the writer has no data. However, the 2 earlier 1933 nests, 
April 14 and April 21 respectively, rvwe located in thick cedar trees, the only 
Green Tleron nests of the writer's rxper i~nce  so located. One old nest found 
here in 1932 led to  the 1333 6earr.h. SeTcml pairs of crows nested in the 
same cedar grove, and the herons were forced to stand close guard over their 
o1t-n nests, which they seemed to do successfulty. 

Beside the cedar locations, 1 Rest was found in a small plum tree, I in an 
Arnerirall Elm, and the remaining 8 in small Mississippi Ilackberries. This 
last trpc secms to be the bird's favorite, in the writer's experience, probably 
because i t  so often is common along the small  streams which the heron l o w s  
to f r ~ q ~ t c n t .  All of these nests save 3 rwrc t e n  close to water, 4 being on 
Flanr l i~s  nwrhanging the stream or pond, a11d 5 being within 25 feet of the 
I\-atcr'a edre. Of the remaining 8, the very Ixte 1930 nest was located in a 
harkberry tkicket in a long-dry gully, a t  least a quarkr of a mile from any 
stream. The cedar grove nests were roughly 150 yards from water. The 
bipl~est nest found was approximately 26 feet up; the lorrest, 8 feet. Thc 
sveragc for 12 nests was 17 feet. Seven nests co~~t,ained 4 eggs,  3 contained 
5 sgcs, I contahed 3 eggs, and the contents of 1 was never ascertained. The 
writer kaa noted in 2 instances evidcr.ce that leads him to suspect that an 
rvca.sionxl pair of these birds may repair and uac a nest two seasons in suc- 
msslon. Ce r t z j~ ly  the nests were in exactly the same location, and were un- 
uallalljr thick the second season. However, t3e !oc~lities wcre not visited in 
winter, nor mere tRc nest torn apart to determlllc previous occupancy. The 
nhpemtions of nther local bird students on this point would be i1ztcresting.- 
C n r , r r ~ o ~  Grroo~c, Coakeville. 

RADNOR LAKE NOTES : M p  rcco~+ds of  water birds on tllr: I ~ k c  d u r i n ~  
the past s p r i n ~ ,  are as follows: Thc Loon that  first e.ppeared on Dec. 13th 

bern llrczent continuously sinec that time. It is still here on J u n e  16t11, 
this jcll~l-nal goes to press, a datc decidedly late for this species. There 

nrerc two Lnons present a t  times during the wh~tcr. The I a ~ t  dates on which 
nthcr XI-aterfowl were sern on the Lakc, arc as follo\~s: Coo!s on April lDth, 1. 
Ring-nrckcd Dmck on ApriI X t h ,  10 male and 18 f ~ ~ n a l e  1,cs::or Scaups on 
AllriI 27th, 1 Goldenuyc: (111 April 7th, 8 male and I fcmale Blucwing Teal on 
April gth, a pair of Pied-billed Grrh-s on April 27th, a male Shoveller on 
April 7th, 4 Horncd Grebcs on April 8th, a Ce~nalc Red-breaslcd Merganser on 
Al'ri! 34th and a Double-crcstcd Cormorant on April 19th and 27th. A flock 
oi R'xcli Trrns rr-vrr noted on the Lnkc during mid-May and again during 
t l 1 : 3  ETSL rrrek in .JUIIC.-GE@RCF, B. WOODRING, Nnshvillc. 

TFIE ':T(OWN THRASHER: I suppose if any bird lovcr were askrd t o  
nqln*. i1 i5  tavorite bird he would he sorely perplexed and find it a difficult 
ql~es'inn t o  alwwcr. Like children, hirds each have a p:c;~liar personaliiy. 
While I lovc all birds, even the much abused English Sparro\~-, after weighing 
the matter wcll, I belirve my favorite is the I3rown Thrasher, close cousin to 
t11c nlockingbird. Ho, is the perfection of grace; his red-brown plnmngc above, 
r~.eamg brcnst marked with arrow-heads of olive, lcns sweeping tail, clean- 
rut llmd and long straight bill, m?ke a pleasing picture. Most gJorLw~s of a11 
ih his song; it is wonderful. Whrle not so varied as that  of the Mockingbird, 
his np.tea are clear-cut, rliritinct and liquid. The high notes secm to ascel~d 
td t h ~  very vault of h ~ e v c n  wllcrr 'he)- burs t  nnd float upon tl:c air and 
tlin.-a, low caressing ~lotcs wl-iirh he gil-es at  nesting time, oncc heard can 
ncwr hc: forgotten. 

In modern-day slanr, I shorrld s:~y the Brown Thrasber "blows in." For 
years I. have kcpt n record ;ijid hc has zevpr failed tr, come in a storm or 
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strong wind, o r  on or near March 18th about the time of the equinox. 1 
remember one 18th day of March. I was sitting, talking with my husband, 
when all at  once I heard a beautiful, clear note. "Oh, listen, that ia my 
Thrasher," I said. "Do you really believe that is the same bird you fed 
almost a t  your feet last summer?" "I certainly do," X said, "would you believe 
i t  if he came to  feed at  my feet again?" "I think I should," he replied. I 
opened the French doors, walked out on the porch and scattered bread crumbs. 
Just then I espied him in a wild cherry tree near by. In about three minutes 
he swwped down, not three feet from where I stood and picked up the crumbs 
as calmly as any chicken-not the least bit afraid. "Well, I give up," said 
my husband, and from that  day to this his interest in birds has increased.- 
NANCY LEE MORGAN, Columbia. 

A WHITE PELICAN AT KNOXVILLE: On the afternoon of May 8th, 
about 5:30 P. hi., I had just put the car in the garage and was going to the 
house, when my sister called to ask what the big bird was that was flying 
overhead. I rcaIied that the mallard ducks about the yard were raising n 
great racket and had thought there must be a large hawk nearby. On looking 
up, however, 1 saw that it was a far larger bird than any hawk. I t  was about 
150 feet overhead and all that I could see were its underparts. I ts  head, 
being drawn back on its shoulders, was not visible, but a very large bill 
pointed outward, almost as large as my hand and forearm and of a yellowish 
color. The body and most of the wings were white but the primaries were 
black. At first I thought that  i t  was a Great Blue Heron but at once realized 
that  there were no outstretched legs. It was flying very heavily and just 
before i t  passed out of sigM over the trees, i t  set its wings and began to sail. 
I t  had been crossing a ridge and there was considerable wind that  i t  had to 
overcome. A fcw minutes later, Mrs. Johnson and the children drove in from 
town and told of having seen a very large white bird pass over the hill a 
half mile away. Tbey commented on the fact that i t  was flying as if its 
wings could scarcely hold it up. We decided that  the big bird could have 
been none other than a White Pelican and reference to pictures in our bird 
books confirmed our belief. After  supper, we loaded up the car and set out 
up the Wolston River, in the direction the bird had gone, but were unable 
to trace it. 

A notice was put in the paper and on May 10, Mr. Tom Kesterman, air 
pilot for the T.V.A., called Mr. Ijams t o  say that late in the afternoon on 
May 8th, he and a group were at the Airport on Dickenson's Island and 
someoile looking up, called that an airplane was coming in. IJI a moment 
they reraIicd that  i t  was a Iarge bird and at first thought it was a big "crane." 
It  finally came so close tha t  they could see its bill and pouch and the webbed 
feet. Some tinic, over thirty years ago, there was a mounted bird in the 
lobby of the old Palace Hotel, said to have been shot near Knoxville. Before 
1805 the hotel was t u n e d  over to the Y. M. C. A. and I do not know what 
became of the bird. We trust  that  our  rare visitor will be able t o  "run the 
gauntlet" and safely reach its nesting grounds in the far northwest.-WILLIAX 
N. Jonmon, Knoxville. 

NOTES FROM THE KNOXVILLE REGION. The earlier part of the 
past spring migration was characterized by the erratic movement on the 
part of a number of birds; the latter part of the season, however, regulated 
itself to a great extent. 

At the end of the first weck of April, 11 specie& of warblers were present-- 
including the Yellow Warbler on the 2nd, the Blackbunian on the 4th, and the 
Prothonotary on the 6th. Those dates, listed above, are 2 or 3 weeks earlier 
than average. This early movement was broken off quite abruptly by almost 
incessant cold rains which followed. 

On the morning of April 13th 3 Black-crowned Night Herons and three 
Ringbilled Gulls were observed along the Tennessee River west of Knoxville. 



This represents the first. definite recorcl of the Ring-billed Gull in the immediate 
vicinity of Knoxville, although it mom than likely occurs regularly. On the 
afternoon of t h e  13th a single Yellow-crowned Night Heron was flushed from 
the border of a small wcwdland pool near Andrew Jackson Lake. It flew 
into a dead tree bordering another pond and allowed observation at an ex- 
trenicIy close range. It was also chc;c:ved the following day in the same 
location, On Lake Andrew Jackson, 8 Ruddy Ducks and 5 Shovellers were 
observed along with four or five other specics of ducks. On the following 
day at the lake an American Bittern was seen and an American Egret was 
present. The Egret stayed at the lake untiI April 21st when it was joined 
by a second bird. Neither of them was Sten after that  time. Two Baldpatea 
and an Osprey represent the  only other interesting observations of tha t  date. 
A pair of Prairie Horned Larks which we had previously located, were again 
found present on April 14th. The male was in full song and as this date 
was past the usual t ime of their first nesting, i t  is probable that they had a 
nest in the vicinity.--Wr~~~~b!L WALKER and GEORGE FOSTER, Knoxville. 

LONG-EARED OWLS IN BLOUNT COUNTY: In the Iast Migrant, 
mention was made of a spwimen of this apparently rare bird having been 
brought to me on Dee. 22 last. On March 6, 1936, another was brought in and 
given to me to be mounted. It had been caught in Elount County, 12 miles 
south of Knoxville, near Wildwood Springs by Mr. W. A. Gzut, by means of 
a polc trap. These birds are not known to nest in Tennessee but this capture 
a t  so late a date, would indicate that  they inay breed in the vicinity. North 
of thc Ohio River, the average date o f  nesting is said to be the latter part  
o f  March.--S. A. OGDEN, Knoxville. 

Thc ncw Commission of five who will look after the State Department of 
Fish and Game, was appointed May 15, by Gov. McAllistcr. They are: L, C. 
Jacobs, chairman, Nashville manufacturer; J. W. Hoskins, Knoxville, manu- 
facturer; Dr. W. H. Cheney, Chattanooga, physician; Franklin W. Latta, 
Dyersburg, lawyer, and Malcomb C. Hill, lawyer, of Sparta. Members of the 
T. 0. S. should make themselves known to these gentlemen and enlist their 
aid in the conservation of bird Iife. 

SPRING FIELD DAYS were held by our Nashville, KnoxviHe and 
Meinphis chapters as scheduled in our Iast issue. The Nashville outing was  
I~elcl Mug. 12, at Craggie Nope, 25 miles west of NashvilIe, with an attendance 
of about f i f ty. A total of 106 specics were listed during the day, this includ- 
ing an early morning list made a t  Rndnor Lnke. The Knoxville group, on 
May 6, asse~jlbled at the Island Home Bird Sanctuary on the Tennessee River 
and in  that  general vicinity, listed just a few short of an even hnndred 
specics. The Memphis group, in spite of rainy weather, listed on May 6, 
the unprecedented number of 126 species. Good territory for water birds and 
varied terrain materially assisted. Highlights of the l is t  are mentioned in 
Mr. Coffey's notes in the Round Table section. 

STATE OFFICERS were elccted for the year beginning July lst, at the 
annual Spring Field Day at Nashville on May 12, as follows: George R. 
nf ayfield, Nashville, President; Ben E. Coffey, Memphis, Vice-President fo r  
West Tennessee; Bruce P. Tyler, Johnson City, Vice-President for East Ten- 
nessee ; Albert F. Ganier, NashvilIe, Editor-Treasurer; Vernon Sharp, Jr., 
Nashville, Curator; John Barnberg, Knoxville, Secretary, and Miss Georgie 
Reed, Nashville, Assistant Secretary. 
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"The simple trt~th about birds k bteraeting enough, 
it L nrrt iwcrsslzwj to go beyond it." 

. . 

EDITORIALS 
This issue might be termed a "water-bird number" of T l ~ c  Migrant and 

as such it  is ,timely because of the fact that these birds are now facing a srlsis 
and due atlcntion should be drawn to theill. Tears of dro1:th in thew breed- 
ing grounds in the far Northwest have brought most o f  the ducks to the 
danger line while in the South the drainage operations of malarial control 
forcfs :ire being executed in a ruthless campaign to wipe out all marshes and 
shallolv l a k ~ s  in an effort to control mosquitoes. Much of this work is ill- 
advised for most breeding grounds of marsh birds can be made mosquito proof 
by other means than drainage. Officers of the T. 0. S. have been working 
to comhat this needless campaign of destruction. The premnt program rc- 
minds one of the old story of the ~~nresourccful fellow who killed the dog in 
order to destrnr the fleas. 

East T~nncs.~ce i s  not generally thought of  as being on the migratory 
routes of water birds but Mr. Trent's illuminating article in this issue corrects 
that irnprc~aion and shows that the mountains which surround it are by no 
mean? a eonipletc barrer to the waterfowl in their travels. hcidentally, Mr. 
Ti-ent, who is a printer, has generously printed and presented to TILO dfiy~a,nt, 
the eight additional pages carrying his article. 

On April 13 the Associated Pwss broadcnst a new-s-story to the effcct 
t!~at an cafilc near Lynchburg had attacked and attempted to carry off an 
eigkbycar-cld b y  and that  his brother had rushed to the rescue and killed 
the bird with  a stick. This highly colored yarn was investigated by the 
Editor u~ho interviewed the boys and found that  they had disco\-ered the 
ragle on thc groucd, chased i t  into a gully and thcre, whilc trying to capture 
it, the small boy was dawctl and bitten. J t  was a Goldcn Eagle. 

Tbe t11r~e Goldon Eagles sent from Nashville to the Great Smokies 
Nntioilal I'a1.k wcrr duly rcl~nsed there by Supt. Eakin. Naturalist-Tech- 
nician Willis King reports that nt least une of them was seen regularly after- 
Wards and thxt i t  is probable that  the eagles Eecn at various places in the 
park may mean that all thrce have suceeetling in establishing then~selvcs. 
The park gircs a splendid outlct for eagles captured in Middle Tennessee dur- 
ing the winter, wlien they nre arcused of stealing lambs and small pigs. 

Tenneasec's Department of Fish and Gai~lc is to be ruled henceforward 
by a non-political Commission of five men. I t  is hoped and expected that  the 
deputies will now hold thcir jobs by reason of efficiency rather than, as in 
the gnst, as a political rewa;d for  assisting in the election of local 1egisIators. 
The Commission has elected Mr. Damon Headden, present incumbent, as 
Director of Conservation. Those of us who know Mr. Headden are pleased 
over the outlook for  he has proved himself to be an open-minded man and 
one who is really interested in the conservation of a11 forms of  wild life. 
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