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NOTES ON THE IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER IN TENNESSEE

Benjamin E. Leese
Mt. Holly Springs, Pennsylvania

All of Tennessee’s neighboring states have records of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker (Cam-
pephilus principalis) (Tanner 1942, Jackson 2006, Leese and Michaels 2020), and Tennessee
certainly had the habitat to support the species at one time. However, there are no clear
records from Tennessee. Here I locate Audubon’s Mississippi River sightings of the species
more precisely, the second of which is likely from Tennessee. I also report on one additional
putative record. The available evidence does not provide adequate support for adding the
species to the official Tennessee list.

Audubon (1929) saw Ivory-billed Woodpeckers along the Mississippi River border of
Tennessee during November 1820. Although Ganier (1973) argued that these sightings
were from the Tennessee side because it was more settled than the western side, there is no
proof that Audubon saw the species on the Tennessee side of the Mississippi (Deaderick
1940, Jackson 2006).

On 23 November 1820, Audubon began his day at Little Prairie, Missouri (Figure 1;
36.201302, -89.671465, +5 km), and then “floated 23 miles [and] Landed opposite Island
No. 20” (Audubon1929). Islands in the Mississippi River are numbered, starting at the junc-
tion of the Mississippi and the Ohio Rivers, and proceeding downstream. Island No. 20,
according to an 1863 map (Figure 1; 36.000464, -89.717127, +5 km), was situated on the
eastern side of the Mississippi River, at approximately the border between Arkansas, Mis-
souri, and Tennessee. By noting that he landed “opposite” the island, Audubon implies that
he was on the western side of the river.

On 24 November 1820, high winds forced Audubon and his ship to remain “at Our Last
Night's harbour all day” (Audubon 1929). Opposite of Island No. 20, Audubon recorded:

Saw some Ivory Billed Wood Peckers, these Birds allways go in Paires and when they
Leave a Tree to fly to another they Sail and Look Not unlike a Raven.

These observations are most likely from the Missouri/Arkansas side of the Mississippi
River. A small piece of Dyer County (35.997485, -89.728100) lies on the western side of the
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Figure 1: Detail from an 1863 chart of the Mississippi River, with arrows indicating loca-
tions mentioned in the text (from top to bottom): Little Prairie, Missouri; Island No. 20;
Island No. 35 and Devil’s Race, Arkansas. Inset shows approximate area of detail.

Main map source: “Chart of the Mississippi River from the Ohio River to Gulf of Mexico :
constructed and engraved to illustrate “The War with the South™ by Virtue, Yorston & Co.
Courtesy of Boston Public Library, Norman B. Leventhal Map & Education Center.

Inset map source: Modified from “Tennessee county locator map - blank.png” Wikimedia
Commons. User: Huntster.
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Mississippi River, due to its changing course, but that small piece of land likely was not part
of Tennessee at the time of the observation.

On 29 November, Audubon passed the Second Chickasaw Bluffs on the Tennessee side,
but heavy rain prevented him from drawing them. Later in the day, he noted “Ivory Bill
Wood Peckers heard from time to time” (Audubon 1929). At this point in his journey, he
landed “at the foot of [Island] No. 35 a few miles above what the Navigators call the Devil’s
Race-ground” (Audubon 1929). The Devil’s Race ground appears on the 1863 map on the
Arkansas side of the Mississippi (Figure 1; 35.504587, -89.992609, + 5 km). Given Audu-
bon’s mention of the Second Chickasaw Blufts and Island No. 35, both of which are on the
Tennessee side of the Mississippi River, this record is most likely from Tennessee.

In addition to Audubon’s records, R. M. Barnes (1921) examined a putative egg of the Ivo-
ry-billed Woodpecker for Ward’s Natural Science Establishment, with data claiming that:

[it] was collected by Louis Honecker, near Memphis, Tennessee, May 1%, 1874, being
one of a set of five eggs taken from a nest from an elm tree, 31 feet from the ground to
which is added this very sufficient statement, “I sold 4 eggs and the male skin for $25.00,
12 years ago. Jos. F. Honecker, 811 W. 3" Ave., Spokane, Wash.”

Barnes concluded that the egg was fraudulent, along with another Honecker specimen,
putatively from a Carolina Parakeet (Conuropsis carolinensis). However, he also seems to
have had a fraught relationship with Joseph Honecker, who was a rival o6logist at the time.
How Barnes may have assessed the eggs as fraudulent, given the rarity of egg specimens
from both species remains unclear. Given the potential profit derived from rare bird eggs,
neither Barnes nor Honecker should be accepted uncritically.

Despite a variety of extant early journals from Tennessee settlers, none has yet yielded a
solid record of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker for Tennessee (Ganier 1973, McKinley 1978).
Audubon’s observation of the species on 29 November 1820 was most likely on the Tennes-
see side, but the literary context and the shifting course of the Mississippi River makes this
impossible to determine for certain.
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SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHERS NESTING IN
NORTHEAST TENNESSEE

Richard Knight
Johnson City, Tennessee

A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus forficatus) nest was discovered by Daniel Huffine
on 17 June 2024 in Jonesborough, Washington County, in northeast Tennessee. The nest
was in a small crape myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica) tree in the median of Highway 11-E, a
busy four-lane thoroughfare. The nest tree was the largest of five small trees in an otherwise
open grassy median with businesses and parking lots on both sides of the highway. Power
lines bordered the highway on both sides. A few small stands of trees and shrubs were
nearby, as was a grassy vacant lot. The nest was a rough, bulky cup placed near the tip of a
horizontal branch 11 ft (3.4 m) above ground in a tree about 20 ft (6 m) tall. Three, or possi-
bly four, large young in the nest appeared to be fed mainly by the shorter-tailed female. The
first nestling fledged on 20 June with the others fledging over the next two days. Both par-
ents were seen tending two or three fledglings in the vicinity through 22 July. Back-dating
based on a nestling period of 14 days, an incubation period of 12-13 days, and egg laying
over four days (Baicich and Harrison 1997) indicates the first egg had been laid on or about
21-22 May.

These birds were discovered by Huffine when one of the adults was observed 8 June 2024
in a hay field nearly a half mile away from the nest site and was seen there repeatedly over
the next three days by numerous birders. Then on 15 June one was seen flying across the
highway near where the nest was found two days later. Interestingly, a Scissor-tailed Fly-
catcher had been seen twice in the summer of 2023 by Huffine in another hay field near the
first 2024 sighting.

The core breeding range of the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher is across Texas, Oklahoma, and
Kansas (Sibley 2014), with rare occurrences across all of the lower 48 states and into south-
ern Canada. In Tennessee, the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher is regarded as a rare to locally un-
common transient and summer resident, with small numbers nesting locally across the
state (Somershoe and Sloan 2015). This record becomes the fourth sighting in Washington
County and the first nesting in northeast Tennessee. To the best of my knowledge, the near-
est breeding records in the state have come from Bledsoe County (Knight 2000) and Cum-
berland County (Knight 2018), both more than 125 miles (200 km) to the west.

LITERATURE CITED
Baicich, PJ. and C.J.O. Harrison. 1997. A Guide to the Nests, Eggs, and Nestlings of North
American Birds, Second Edition. Academic Press, San Diego.
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71:120-122.
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Privately published.
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BOOK REVIEW

The Evolution of Beauty: How Darwin’s Forgotten Theory of Mate Choice
Shapes the Animal World - And Us

by Richard O. Prum

A debate in the science and understanding of evolution has long centered around the
question of whether beauty, in and of itself, evolves because it is appealing to the opposite
sex or because it provides an advantage to survival. One general idea has been that “every
spot” on a peacocK’s tail provides a clue to that individual’s genetic advantage of being the
best mate. In the book, The Evolution of Beauty author Richard Prum draws on his research
and knowledge of birds around the world to dive deep into questions of beauty, genetics,
natural selection, and evolution.

Prum’s boyhood passion for birds led to a career as an ornithologist. Among his many
research projects that led to this book included studies of manakins, among the most beau-
tiful species and elaborate courtship displays of any bird group in the world. He provides
science writing that is easy to read and thrilling to follow. Descriptions of his field accounts
make the reader feel present with him as he watches birds across the world. The account of
the history of this subject from Darwin to the present day guides the reader through the
context of evolutionary studies of the subject. His knowledge and logic conveys his own fas-
cination and enthusiasm to better understand beauty as a driving mechanism in evolution.

I highly recommend The Evolution of Beauty if you enjoy popular science writing about
birds or want to give this type of reading a try. This book was named one of the 10 Best
Books of 2017 by the New York Times and was a finalist for the 2018 Pulitzer Prize in Gen-
eral Nonfiction. Author Dr. Richard O. Prum is William Robertson Coe Professor of Or-
nithology, Ecology, and Evolutionary Biology at Yale University and head curator of verte-
brate zoology at the university’s Peabody Museum of Natural History.

The Evolution of Beauty was published by Anchor Books, A Division of Penguin Random
House, LLC, New York, published in 2017, and is 428 pages including an extensive bibli-
ography and index.

Bob Ford, Brownsville, Tennessee
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THE SUMMER SEASON

Graham Gerdeman, Editor

1 June - 31 July 2024

Temperatures were mixed in Tennessee this season, with normal to slightly below aver-
age temperatures in the west, trending to warmer temperatures in the east. Chattanooga
recorded a few record highs. June was a very dry one, with below average precipitation in
most of the state. The remnants of Hurricane Beryl swept through the state in the second
week of July, bringing widespread rain and localized flooding [1]. Storm-driven birds were
scarce, with two Sooty Terns at Pickwick Dam and a displaced Marbled Godwit at Ensley
being the only notable finds. A post-breeding irruption of White Ibises throughout the state
the following week may have also been influenced by the storm.

Other summer rarities included Tricolored Heron and Roseate Spoonbill. The standout
find, however, was the first state record Snail Kite found serendipitously by a canoer on the
Buffalo River in Wayne County. In poor health, it was rescued and placed in the care of
rehabilitators, but did not survive.

Sightings are extracted from eBird[2], as well as submissions from regional compilers, the
tn-birds listserv, and, when necessary, verified social media posts. Comments on historical
records rely on Birds of Tennessee - A New Annotated Checklist [3], archives of the tn-birds
listserv as well as subsequent eBird records, and submissions to the Tennessee Bird Records
Committee.

Regional compilers:
Western Coastal Plain: Dick D. Preston, Munford, TN
eBird database: Tim Lenz, Chattanooga, TN

STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS

ad - adult max - maximum count

au - audio recorded m.ob. - many observers

ba - banded Mtn - Mountain

Co - County NP - National Park

Cr - Creek NWR - National Wildlife Refuge
ers - earliest reported sighting ph - photographed

et al. - and others R - River

fide - reported by SNA - State Natural Area

im - immature SP - State Park
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L - Lake WMA - Wildlife Management Area
Irs - latest reported sighting yg - young

Locations: SBP - “Snow Bunting Peninsula” on Old Hickory Lake, Davidson Co; DRU
- Duck River Unit of TN NWR, Humphreys Co; Ensley - Ensley Bottoms, including the
EARTH Complex and TVA Lake, southwest Shelby Co; Lock 3 - Old Hickory Lake, Sumner
Co; LBL - Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area

Black-bellied Whistling Duck: Shelby Co (189) was the highest count at Ensley 31 Jul
(RP), elsewhere reported from 11 counties; Blount Co (1) at Maryville-Alcoa Greenway 1-2
Jun (ph. EK, m.ob.); Knox Co (1) at Karns Valley Business Park 7-18 Jun (ph. KR, m.ob.);
Grainger Co (2) at Little Bluestem Valley Farm 2 Jul (DBu); Marion Co (3) at Nickajack
Lake 19 Jun (DMK); Warren Co (7) at Ball Park Road 2 Jun (ph. RSh, DSh) continued from
spring and was last reported 21 Jun (SNM); Coffee Co (9) was the most counted in a flock
on Smith Road 31 Jul (SNM), and (4) was the most along Rock Road 30 Jul (ph. RSh, DSh);
Lincoln Co (6) at the Fowler Road Irrigation Pond 29 Jul (ph. AF); Humphreys Co (2) in
and around DRU reported several times 22 Jun-23 Jul (ph. RS, DR, AT); Carroll Co (2) at
Hampshire Hollow Farm 10 Jun (ph. JA); Hardin Co (10) at Pickwick Landing SP 11 Jun
(MDo); Haywood Co (16) on Cuthbert Switch Road 15 Jun (ph. LC); Obion Co (19) along
Will Dickerson Road 10 Jul (ph. MAG).

Greater White-fronted Goose: Shelby Co (1) lingering bird with Canada Geese in the
Shelby Farms Park vicinity 6-8/12 Jun (ph. PJP, MMa, CVN) and again some miles down
the road 15 Jul (ph. WB); Sumner Co (1) another lingering bird, also with Canada Geese, at
Memorial Park 2/8/29 Jul (ph. TLo).

Cackling Goose: Williamson Co (1) long continuing vagrant H.B. minima at Ward Circle
Pond 24/26 Jun (SGo) and again 29 Jul (JA, ph. DPr).

Gadwall: Humphreys Co (1) drake over-summered at DRU and was last reported 28 Jul
(RS, m.ob.); Roane Co (3) at Gupton Wetland 8-9 Jun included an injured hen accompa-
nied by two drakes (ph. EBo, BS, CE); Blount Co (2) at Kyker Bottoms Refuge 6 Jun (PHa)
were also late.

American Black Duck: Sullivan Co (2) at Steele Creek Park 22 Jun constitutes a rare
summer record (LG).

Northern Pintail: Humphreys Co (2) at DRU 4 Jun (ph. RS) were notably late.

Green-winged Teal: Shelby Co (1) continued at Ensley until at least 9 Jul (ph. AH,
m.ob.); Humphreys Co (1) over-summered at DRU, last reported 27 Jul (ph. DR).

Ring-necked Duck: Jefferson Co (1) at Cherokee Lake 8 Jun was late (JBa); Roane Co (1)
present from 26 Jun-27 Jul (ph. RK, CS, m.ob.); Stewart Co (2) at Cross Creeks 2 Jul (ph.
IK).
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Greater Scaup: Blount Co (1) drake lingered at Windy ] Pond 2 Jun (ph. TEw).

Lesser Scaup: Meigs Co (1) one in a slough off of Watts Bar Lake 8 Jun (GW1i); Anderson
Co (1) at Eagle Bend Fish Hatchery 25/27 Jun (ph. BE, CE); Shelby Co (1) at Sky Lake 9 Jul
(RP), and Lincoln Co (1) hen at Fowler Rd Irrigation Pond 29/31 Jul (AE ph. RS).

Hooded Merganser: Rarely reported in the eastern valley and high mountains in July,
there were 3 July records: Sevier Co (1) at Emerts Cove 5 Jul (KW); Rhea Co (1) at Swinging
Bridge Park 4 Jul (ph. AY); and Hamilton Co (1) at Baylor School 22 Jul (LT).

Common Merganser: Fentress Co (1) at Sgt. Alvin C. York Park 30 Jun (ph. SEd) was an
apparent first summer record for the county; Blount Co (27) on the Little River 29 Jun (ph.
max. RW) was the highest count.

Red-breasted Merganser: Cumberland Co (1) on Lake Tansi 16 Jun (PB).

Ruddy Duck: Shelby Co (1) drake at Ravencrest 25 Jun (ph. RP) and (1) drake at Medal
of Honor Park 11 Jul (ph. RP); Anderson Co (2) drakes spent the summer at Melton Lake,
reported many times 3 Jun-29 Jul (ph. JDa, TDa, CE, m.ob.).

White-winged Dove: Robertson Co (1) at a home feeder 5-6 Jun (ph. RR) was an ap-
parent first county record; Shelby Co (5) was the highest count 27 Jul (ph. RS) in the only
county where the species is regularly expected.

Chimney Swift: Bradley Co (535) descending into a chimney in Cleveland 23 Jul (RL)
sets a new summer high count for the state; Davidson Co (400) at a chimney by the BNA
Aircraft Observation Area 2 Jun (NS) matches the previous summer high count [Somer-
shoe and Sloan, 2015].

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Stewart Co (151) banded at LBL South Welcome Station
28 Jun (max. ba. CR) was the highest count.

American Avocet: Shelby Co (1) at Ensley continued from late May and was present 1-7
Jun (ph. JV, CRu, m.ob.), additional reports at Ensley of (3) 4 Jul (ph. PJP, RP), (2) 16 Jul
(ph. PJP), and (3) 24 Jul (PJP, CRu, JV) - quite a year for Avocets at the “Pits!” Two addi-
tional sightings were Carter Co (1) 13 Jul (ph. DHu), and Scott Co (1) in the pond at Scott
Municipal Airport 31 Jul (ph. BSD).

American Golden-Plover: Humphreys Co (1) adult in alternate plumage at DRU 19-20
Jul (ph. RS, AT).

Semipalmated Plover: Humphreys Co (4) at DRU 4 Jun (RS) was the latest spring ob-
servation; Shelby Co (1) at Ensley 9 Jul (ph. JV, CRu) was the earliest returning migrant.

Upland Sandpiper: Shelby Co (1) at both Ensley and Shelby Farms Park 18 Jul (ph. AH,



2024 THE MIGRANT 69

SD) and (1) at Maynard C. Stiles WTP 28 Jul (ph. PJP); Lincoln Co (1) at Fowler Road Irri-
gation Pond 19 Jul (ph. AF); Hardin Co (1) at Cypress Lane River Bottoms 27 Jul (ph. AT);
Davidson Co (1) at Grassroots Sod Farm 27 Jul (ph. GG, MS, m.ob.); Lake Co (1) at Phillipy
Pits 30 Jul (ph. MAG).

Marbled Godwit: Shelby Co (1) bird displaced by Hurricane Beryl at Ensley 9 Jul (ph.
PJP, CRu, m.ob.) was a rare July record for TN.

Short-billed Dowitcher: Humphreys Co (1) at DRU 6 Jul (ph. ers. DR, AT) was the ear-
liest returning fall migrant.

Long-billed Dowitcher: Shelby Co (1) at Ensley 17-19 Jul (ph. ers. CRu, JV, SD, PJP)
was the earliest returning bird; (8) was the highest count of a later flock at Ensley 28-29 Jul
(DDP, ph. TV, m.ob.).

Wilson’s Snipe: Lincoln Co (1) at Fowler Rd Irrigation pond 29-31 Jul (ph. ers. AE, DY,
RS) was early.

Wilson’s Phalarope: Humphreys Co (1) at DRU 23 Jul (AT); Shelby Co (1) at Ensley 30
Jul (Cru).

Red-necked Phalarope: Shelby Co (1) at Ensley 1-3 Jun (ph. PJP, RP, m.ob.); Sequatchie
Co (1) at Davis Road Ponds 2 Jun (ph. DSh, RSh, m.ob.) was the first county record in eBird.

Spotted Sandpiper: Williamson Co (1) at Haley-Jaqueth WMA 16 Jun (AK), and Shelby
Co (1) 12 Jun (CRu, JV) were oddly timed birds - very late spring or very early southbound
fall birds? Shelby Co (35) at Ensley 26 Jul (CRu) was a notably high count.

Solitary Sandpiper: Humphreys Co (1) at DRU 1 Jun (DR) was the latest spring date.

Willet: Shelby Co (2) at Ensley 9 Jul (ph. CRu, JV, m.ob.); Humphreys Co (1) at DRU 4
Jun (ph. RS), and (2) 6 Jul (ph. AT, DR), (1) 11 Jul (RS), and (2) 23 Jul (ph. AT).

Ruddy Turnstone: Shelby Co (1) at Ensley 28-31 Jul (ph. AH, JV, m.ob.).
Stilt Sandpiper: Shelby Co (1) at Ensley 4 Jul (ph. ers. CRu) was the earliest fall date.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Shelby Co (1) at Ensley 28 Jul (ph. CRu) was notably early and
the only report.

Sanderling: Shelby Co (1) at Ensley 26 Jul (RG, CT).
Dunlin: Lake Co (1) 7 Jun (ph. MAG).

Baird’s Sandpiper: Shelby Co (1) at Ensley 26 July (JMk, MMKk).
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White-rumped Sandpiper: Shelby Co (2) lingered until 12 Jun (Irs. CRu, JV); Hawkins
Co (1) at Cherokee Lake 19 Jul (ers. TB) was the earliest southbound bird.

Least Sandpiper: Shelby Co (5,000) at Ensley 30 Jul (max. CRu) was the highest count.

Bonaparte’s Gull: Humphreys Co (1) in the mouth of the Duck River 4 Jun (ph. RS) was
a rare June record.

Laughing Gull: Hamilton Co (2) at Chester Frost Park 2 Jun (ph. SWa, m.ob.); Hardin Co
(1) at Pickwick Dam 9 Jul (RS, VS, DR).

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Hardin Co (3) at Pickwick Dam, one adult and two second
cycle 27 Jul (ph. AT).

Sooty Tern: Hardin Co (2) associated with Hurricane Beryl 9 Jul (ph. DR, RS, VS), (1)
continued the following day 10 Jul (ph. RS, VS, RMG, WL).

Least Tern: Humphreys Co (2) at DRU 4 Jun (ph. RS) and again 19 Jul (RS) were rare,
but increasing sightings at DRU; Sevier Co (1) at Douglas Dam 2 Jun (ph. RS, VS, m.ob.)
was a very rare record for the eastern foothills and a county first in eBird.

Caspian Tern: Humphreys Co (14) at DRU Pump Station 23 Jul (max. RS); and Hardin
Co (12) at Pickwick Landing 18 Jul (CT) were notably high counts.

Black Tern: Lake Co (40) at Tiptonville Landing 9 Jul (MAG) was a notably high July
count, associated with Hurricane Beryl.

Common Tern: Humphreys Co (2) at DRU 4 Jun (ph. RS); Hamilton Co (1) at Chester
Frost Park 31 Jul (ph. KWh, SWh).

Pied-Billed Grebe: Humphreys Co (2) juvenile birds at DRU 16 Jun (ph. AT) indicate
nearby breeding success.

Anhinga: Roane Co (1) at Lakeshore Park-Gupton Wetland 8-9 Jun (ph. RK, m.ob.);
Obion Co (1) at Reelfoot NWR 20 Jun (DW), (1) at Bogota WMA 24 Jun (MAG), and (12)
at Bogota WMA 30 Jul (max. ph. MAG); Haywood Co (1) at Hatchie NWR 7 Jul (NY);
Fayette Co (1) at Ghost River SNA 30 Jun (ph. AT); Shelby Co (1) each at T.O. Fuller SP 13
Jul (PHu) and at Meeman-Shelby Forest (CVN, DVN, m.ob.); Humphreys Co (8) was the
highest count at the known nesting location in DRU 23 Jul (AT).

Double-crested Cormorant: Sevier Co (665) at Douglas Dam 2 Jun (max. RS, VS, AT)
was the most reported.

Neotropic Cormorant: Humphreys Co (8) was the mostat DRU 6 Jul (ph. max. AT), where
smaller numbers were reported throughout the season. No reports from other counties.
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White Ibis: There was an unusual irruption of this species across the state. From west to
east, Shelby Co (10) at Ensley 17 Jul (ph. max. CRu); Fayette Co (2) in Moscow 2 Jul (ph.
LC); Lake Co (1) at Phillipy Pits 30 Jul (ph. MAG); Houston Co (1) at Kentucky Lake-
Whiteoak Embayment 3 Jul (ph. MSh); Humphreys Co (6) was the most seen at DRU 19-20
Jul (ph. RSk, RS, m.ob.), where reported throughout July, also (3) at Cherry Bottoms 6 Jul
(LD); Lincoln Co (1) at Fowler Road Irrigation Pond 31 Jul (ph. RS); Rutherford Co (2) at
the Murfree Spring Wetlands 6-22 Jul (ph. JWa, m.ob.); Hamilton Co (5) was the most at
Amnicola Marsh 20-22 Jul (ph. TL, LT, m.ob.), and (1) at Brainerd Levee 9/15-19/28 Jul
(KD, ph. JM, SM, m.ob.); Meigs Co (3) flying in Decatur 22 Jul (KDu); Bradley Co (1) at
Hughes Lake Road 29 Jul (ph. JMP); Roane Co (4) at Stamp Creek 13 Jul (ph. RYH); Roane
Co (2) at Lakeshore Park-Gupton Wetland 19 Jul (ph. RK) and as many as (4) at Emory
Bend Wetland 26-28 Jul (ph. EBo, CE, m.ob.); Jefferson Co (1) in New Market 31 Jul (RDH,
DMy); Hawkins Co (5) at John Sevier Lake 25 Jul (ph. SH); Greene Co (1) in Chuckey
10-31 Jul (ph. WM, m.ob.); Sullivan Co (1) at Paddle Creek 16-18 Jul (ph. BPo, JPo, m.ob.).

Glossy Ibis: Hamilton Co (1) at Brainerd Levee 27 Jun (ph. KD, m.ob.) was the first in
the county in eleven years.

White-faced Ibis: Shelby Co (2) at Ensley 12 Jun (ph. CRu, m.ob.).

Glossy/White-faced Ibis: Claiborne Co (1) at Yoakam Lane 10 Jun (NM) was not ade-
quately identified to species.

Roseate Spoonbill: Lincoln Co (1) at Fowler Road Irrigation Pond 31 Jul (ph. RS).
American Bittern: Knox Co (1) at Gilbert Drive Marsh 28 Jul (BS, CSu).

Least Bittern: Hamilton Co (1) at Standifer Gap Marsh 24/28 Jul (TL, m.ob.); Haywood
Co (1) at Brownsville 22 Jun (BF).

Yellow-crowned Night Heron: Humphreys Co (17) at DRU 23 Jul (ph. max. AT) was a
notably high count.

Little Blue Heron: increasingly present statewide during the breeding season, Johnson
Co (2) at Northeast Correctional Pond 22 Jul (DHu, RRK) and (2) at Roan Creek, Chero-
kee NF 24-30 Jul (JPo, BPo, m.ob.) were rare records in the extreme northeast mountains.
Humphreys Co (120) at DRU 19/23 Jul (max. RS, AT) were the highest counts.

Tricolored Heron: Humphreys Co (1) at DRU 21 Jul (EBe fide RS).

Snowy Egret: several notable records in central and east TN: Blount Co (1) at Windy
J Pond 5-8 Jun (ph. RW, EK, m.ob.); Sequatchie Co (1) at Davis Road Ponds 30 Jul (PN);
Hamilton Co (5) was the most counted in a group at Brainerd Levee 18-31 Jul (ph. BD, LT,
m.ob.); Marion Co (1) at Battle Creek WMA 20 Jul (TLR); Lincoln Co (2) at Fowler Road
Irrigation Pond 29/31 Jul (AFE ph. RS); Sumner Co (1) at Welch College 27 Jul (ph. TLo);
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Humphreys Co (46) was the most at DRU 6 Jul (DR, JW).

American White Pelican: There were four uncommon summer records in east TN: Ham-
ilton Co (1) at Chester Frost Park 5/19/24 Jun and 22/25/27/31 Jul (ph. SWh, KWhi, m.ob.);
Meigs Co (1) at Watts Bar Landing 17 Jun (ph. RSh, DSh); Anderson Co (1) at Melton Lake
Islands 7-8 Jun (ph. JDa, TDa, CE); Cocke Co (1) at Douglas Lake 29 Jul (ph. TJ).

Swallow-tailed Kite: Sequatchie Co (2) was the most in the East Valley Road area 27-31
Jul (ph. RSh, DSh, m.ob.); Rhea Co (2) in Dayton 28 Jul (KDu); Meigs Co (1) at Hiwassee
Wildlife Refuge 21/30 Jul (CN).

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Decatur Co (1) in Decaturville 29 Jul was an early fall migrant
(RS).

Mississippi Kite: Davidson Co (3) at Shelby Bottoms park 19-20 Jun set a county high
count (ph. AD, m.ob.) and one bird was observed carrying a branch, potentially a first nest-
ing attempt in the county though no nest was ever documented. Common west of Nash-
ville, there were three notable records further east: Wilson Co (2) at Cedars of Lebanon SP
2 Jun (ph. RN, CNa); Moore Co (1) near Lynchburg 28 Jul (ph. MKe) was an eBird county
first; Clay Co (1) at Dale Hollow Dam Campground 8 Jun (MBr), also a first county record
in eBird.

Snail Kite: Wayne Co (1) juvenile bird on the Buffalo River 19 Jun (ph. WW) and relo-
cated 21 Jun (ph. MAG, VS, RS, AE AT, PF). A first Tennessee record, the bird was weak
and transferred to a rehab facility, but did not survive.

Alder Flycatcher: Carter Co (2) was the most reported in the known breeding location
at Carver’s Gap 12 Jul (ph. TB, m.ob.).

Least Flycatcher: Shelby Co (1) at University of Memphis Southernwoods 19 Jul (CRu)
was an exceptionally early southbound migrant, (1) at Shelby Farms Park 24/28 Jul (ph.
TV); Davidson Co (1) at Century City Business Park 24 Jul (ph. NS) and (1) at Woodlawn
Cemetery 29 Jul (ph. NS) were also early.

Western Kingbird: Rutherford Co (1) at Lytle Creek Rd 7 Jul (ph. NH) marks two sum-
mers in a row in this location. Unlike in 2023, it was only observed once. In Shelby Co (10)
was the most at both Ensley 19 Jul (ph. max. TV, DDP) and Maynard C. Stiles WTP 20 Jun
(ph. TV, DDP).

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Reported from a total of 13 counties, mostly in established
breeding areas. In Washington Co (5) was the most counted in Jonesborough (RLK, ph.
DH, m.ob.) where the species nested for the first time; Humphreys Co (1) at DRU 4 Jun
(ph. RS) was an uncommon record there.

Bell’s Vireo: Shelby Co (1) reported nine times from 2 Jun-10 Jul along the Collierville
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Greenbelt (ph. au. RP, m.ob.); Lauderdale Co (3) at Chickasaw NWR 30 Jun (ph. AT); Dyer
Co (2) at Thorny Cypress WMA 8 Jun (DCh); Lake Co (1) at Tiptonville Landing 28 Jun
(MAG).

Purple Martin: Davidson Co (100,000-250,000) was the upper range of estimates of
numbers at Nashville’s massive downtown roost at Nissan Stadium 29-31 Jul (GG, LCo,
m.ob.).

Red Crossbill: Blount Co (19) in Cades Cove GSMNP 29 Jul (LGr) was a notably high
summer count for the area.

Pine Siskin: Benton Co (1) coming to a feeder 8 Jun (ph. MGa); and White Co (1) at
Bridgestone-Firestone WMA 16 Jun (ph. PH, AY) were late.

Lark Sparrow: Williamson Co (3) was the most observed at a nesting site with young
birds 6 Jul (ph. SE, m.ob.) and reported by many. No doubt once a regular breeding bird in
the county, this is nevertheless the first recorded nesting success for Williamson Co in eBird
and a modern high count for the county there. Davidson Co (1) at Shelby Bottoms—Corne-
lia Fort Airpark 1 Jul (ph. AD, FE m.ob.) was a rare county sighting.

Henslow’s Sparrow: Benton Co (1/2) on Big Sandy River Rd 6/12 Jul (DR, JW, RS); White
Co (1) at Bridgestone-Firestone WMA 16 Jun and 1/13 Jul (ph. PH, AY, CGa).

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Montgomery Co (1) window-killed bird at Academy Sports in
Clarksville 9 Jun was an extreme late date and the first June record in Tennessee (ph. JJo).

Tennessee Warbler: Trousdale Co (1) at Lock 5 Wildlife Refuge 25 Jul (ph. JDa, TDa)
was a surprising July record and very early fall migrant.

Northern Parula: Shelby Co (42) at Meeman-Shelby Forest 13 Jun (Cru, JV) sets a new
state high count for the summer season.

Magnolia Warbler: Williamson Co (1) at Carters Creek Pike Pond 2 Jun (JA) was nota-
bly late.

Black-throated Green Warbler: Davidson Co (1) at Shelby Bottoms Greenway 21 Jul
(ph. AD) was notably early.
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PB - Pamela Barrett
JBa - Josh Baysinger
EBe - Evan Beachy
EBo - Eric Bodker

TB - Tammy Bright
MBr — Mark Brown
DBu - David Buehler
DCh - David Chaffin
LC - Larry Chitwood
LCo - Laura Cook

JDa - James Davis

TDa - Tara Davis

SD - Sophie Dismukes
MDo - Meghan Dodd
LD — Luke Doty

KD - Kent DuBois
KDu - Kelly Duchum
AD - Ariel Dunham
BSD - BettySue Dunn
SEd - Sally Edwards
TEw - Theresa Edwards
BE - Bates Estabrooks
CE - Chuck Estes

AF - Avery Fish

BF - Bob Ford

PF - Philemon Friesen
MGa - Mary Ganaway
CGa - Connor Gardner
LG - Linda Gardrel

GG - Graham Gerdeman

LGr - Leon Graber
MAG - Mark A. Greene
RG - Ryan Giordanelli
RYH - Ryan Hargis
PHa - Paul Hartigan
PH - Patrick Higgins
RDH - Ron D. Hoftf
SH - Susan Hubley
DHu - Danny Huffine
PHu - Paul Hutto

TJ - Trent Jett

JJo - John Johansen
MKe - Michael Kerwin

OBSERVERS

EK - Evan Kidd

IK - Iris Kilpatrick

RLK - Richard L. Knight
RRK - Roy R. Knispel
AK - Arthur Krasniewicz
RK - Roger Kroodsma
TL - Tim Lenz

WL - Walker Lincoln
TLo - Tim Loyd

JM - Jennifer Martin

SM - Scott Martin

WM - Warren Massey
JMk - Josh Matlock
MMk - Matthew Matlock
MMa - Morgan Mattingly
RMG - Roy McGraw
SNM - Susan N. McWhirter
NM - Nell Moore

DM - Dollyann Myers
CNa - Candy Nation

RN - Robin Nation

CN - Charles Nicholson
PN - Patti Niswonger
DMK - Donald McKenzie
JMP - ]J. Marty Paige

BPo - Brookie Potter

JPo - Jean Potter

DDP - Dick Preston

RP - Ryan Pudwell

PJP - PJ. Pulliam

RR - Robin Rains

DR - Daniel Redwine
TLR - Tommie L. Rogers
CR - Cyndi Routledge
KR - Kelly Roy

CRu - Cameron Rutt

BS - Beth Schilling

DSh - Debbie Shannon
RSh - Roi Shannon

RSk - Rick Shipkowski
MSh - Matthew Shuff
NS - Nathan Snell

RS - Ruben Stoll
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OBSERVERS (CONT.)

VS - Victor Stoll WW - Will Wiggins
CSu - Colin Sumrall DW - Dawn Wilkins
CS - Carole Swann GWi - Grant Willhite
CT - Cameron Tescher RW - Randy Winstead
LT - Luke Thompson JW - Jacob Wyco

AT - Alan Troyer DY - Duane Yarbrough
TV - Tricia Vesely AY - Austin Young
JWa — Jeffrey Walck NY - Nancy Young

SWa - Sean Walters
KW - Keith Watson
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